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B. Text of the ENMOD Convention 120

The States Parties to this Convention, Guided by the interest of consoli-
dating peace and wishing to contribute to the cause of halting the arms
race, and of bringing about general and complete disarmament under
strict and effective international control, and of saving mankind from
the danger of using new means of warfare,

Determined to continue negotiations with a view to achieving effec-
tive progress towards further measures in the field of disarmament,

Recognizing that scientific and technical advances may open new pos-
sibilities with respect to modification of the environment,

Recall the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm on June 16, 1972,

Realizing that the use of environmental modification techniques for
peaceful purposes could improve the interrelationship of man and na-
ture and contribute to the preservation and improvement of the envi-
ronment for the benefit of present and future generations,

Recognizing, however, that military or any other hostile use of such
techniques could have effects extremely harmful to human welfare,

Desiring to prohibit effectively military or any other hostile use of
environmental modification techniques in order to eliminate the dan-
gers to mankind from such use, and affirming their willingness to work
towards the achievement of this objective,

Desiring also to contribute to the strengthening of trust among na-
tions and to the further improvement of the international situation in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to engage in
military or any other hostile use of environmental modification tech-
niques having widespread, long-lasting, or severe effects as the means of

120. The Conference of the Committee on Disarmament (CCD), which drafted the
ENMOD convention, in its report provided four so-called "Understanding"-which do not
form a part of the convention-in clarification of some of the provisions under the convention.
See Report of the Working Group on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of
Environmental Modification Techniques to the Plenary of the CCD. Geneva: Committee of
the Conference on Disarmament, Doec. No. CCD/520 (Sept. 3, 1976), Annex A. See also,
U.N. GAOR Doec. No. A/31/27, Suppl. 27, Vol. 1, pp. 86-96, (1976), and U.N. GAOR No.
31/72 of Dec.10, 1976.
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destruction, damage, or injury to any other State Party.1 21

2. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to assist, en-
courage, or induce any State, group of States, or international organiza-
tion to engage in activities contrary to the provisions of paragraph 1 of
this article.

ARTICLE II

As used in Article I, the term, "environmental modification tech-
niques," refers to any techniques for changing-through the deliberate
manipulation of natural processes-the dynamics, composition or
structure of the earth, including its biota, lithosphere, hydrosphere, and
atmosphere, or of outer space. 122

ARTICLE III

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not hinder the use of en-

121. ENVIRONMENTAL WAFAaE: A TECHNICAL, LEGAL AND POLICY APPRAISAL 97
(A. Westing ed. 1984). "Understanding relating to Article I: It is the understanding of the
Committee that, for the purposes of this Convention, the terms 'widespread', 'long-lasting',
and 'severe' shall be interpreted as follows:

(a) 'widespread': encompassing an area on a scale of several hundred square kilometers;
(b) 'long-lasting': lasting for a period of months, or approximately a season;
(c) 'severe': involving serious or significant disruption or harm to human life, natural, and

economic resources or other assets.
It is further understood that the interpretation set forth above is intended exclusively for the

Convention and is not intended to prejudice the interpretation of the same or similar terms if
used in connection with any other international agreement." Id.

122. Id. "Understanding relating to Article II: It is the understanding of the Committee
that the following examples are illustrative of phenomena that could be caused by the use of
environmental modification techniques as defined in Article II of the Convention: earth-
quakes; tsunamis; an upset in the ecological balance of a region; changes in weather patterns
(clouds, precipitation, cyclones of various types, and tornadic storms); changes in climate pat-
terns; changes in ocean currents; changes in the state of the ozone layer; and changes in the
state of the ionosphere.

It is further understood that all the phenomena listed above, when produced by military or
any other hostile use of environmental modification techniques, would result, or could reason-
ably be expected to result, in widespread, long-lasting, or severe destruction, damage, or injury.
Thus, military or any other hostile use of environmental modification techniques as defined in
Article II, so as to cause those phenomena as a means of destruction, damage, or injury to
another State Party, would be prohibited.

It is recognized, moreover, that the list of examples set out above is not exhaustive. Other
phenomena which could result from the use of environmental modification techniques as de-
fined in Article II could also be appropriately included. The absence of such phenomena from
the list does not in any way imply that the undertaking contained in Article I would not be
applicable to those phenomena, provided the criteria set out in that article were met." Id.

19911
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vironmental modification techniques for peaceful purposes and shall be
without prejudice to the generally recognized principles and applicable
rules of international law concerning such use. 2 3

2. The States Parties to the Convention undertake to facilitate, and
have the right to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of scientific
and technological information on the use of environmental modification
techniques for peaceful purposes. States Parties in a position to do so
shall contribute, alone or together with other States or international or-
ganizations, to international economic and scientific co-operation in the
preservation, improvement, and peaceful utilization of the environment,
with due consideration for the needs of the developing areas of the
world.

ARTICLE IV

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to take any measures
it considers necessary in accordance with its constitutional processes to
prohibit and prevent any activity in violation of the provisions of the
Convention anywhere under its jurisdiction or control.

ARTICLE V

1. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to consult one
another and to co-operate in solving any problems which may arise in
relation to the objectives of, or in the application of the provisions of,
the Convention. Consultation and co-operation pursuant to this article
may also be undertaken through appropriate international procedures
within the framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its
charter. These international procedures may include the services of ap-
propriate international organizations, as well as of a Consultative Com-
mittee of Experts as provided for in paragraph 2 of this article.

2. For the purposes set forth in paragraph 1 of this article, the De-
positary shall, within one month of the receipt of a request from any
State Party to this Convention, convene a Consultative Committee of
Experts. Any State Party may appoint an expert to the Committee
whose functions and rules of procedure are set out in the annex, which
constitutes an integral part of this Convention. The Committee shall

123. ENVIRONMENTAL WARFARE: A TECHNICAL, LEGAL AND POLICY APPRAISAL 97
(A. Westing ed. 1984). "Understanding relating to Article III: It is the understanding of the
Committee that this Convention does not deal with the question of whether or not a given use
of environmental modification techniques for peaceful purposes is in accordance with generally
recognized principles and applicable rules of international law." Id.
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transmit to the Depositary a summary of its findings of fact, incorporat-
ing all views and information presented to the Committee during its
proceedings. The Depositary shall distribute the summary to all States
Parties.

3. Any State Party to this Convention which has reason to believe
that any other State Party is acting in breach of obligations deriving
from the provisions of the Convention may lodge a complaint with the
Security Council of the United Nations. Such a complaint should in-
clude all relevant information as well as all possible evidence supporting
its validity.

4. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to co-operate in
carrying out any investigation which the Security Council may initiate,
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
on the basis of complaint received by the Council. The Security Coun-
cil shall inform the States Parties of the results of the investigation.

5. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to provide or
support assistance, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of
the United Nations, to any State Party which so requests, if the Security
Council decides that such Party has been harmed or is likely to be
harmed as a result of violation of the Convention.

ARTICLE VI

1. Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to
the Convention. The text of any proposed amendment shall be submit-
ted to the Depositary, who shall promptly circulate it to all States
Parties.

2. An amendment shall enter into force for all States Parties to this
Convention which have accepted it, upon the deposit with the Deposi-
tary of instruments of acceptance by a majority of States Parties.
Thereafter it shall enter into force for any remaining State Party on the
date of deposit of its instrument of acceptance.

ARTICLE VII

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

ARTICLE VIII

1. Five years after the entry into force of this Convention, a confer-
ence of the States Parties to the Convention shall be convened by the
Depositary at Geneva, Switzerland. The conference shall review the
operations of the Convention with a view to ensuring that its purposes

1991]
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