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Defining music for the big Moment
Assistant Professor of Music Matthew Mireles, D.M.A., conducts the St. Mary’s University 
Wind Ensemble during the kickoff of the University’s Defining Moment Comprehensive 
Campaign in November at the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel.
With a goal of $130 million, the campaign easily ranks as the University’s largest-ever fundraising 
effort. Twenty-four donors have already made gifts of $1 million or more, helping the University 
raise more than 80 percent of the goal.
The campaign’s numerous fundraising objectives aim to meet the needs of St. Mary’s students 
and, ultimately, the growing workforce in San Antonio and South Texas. These objectives include 
projects and programs that will impact every school at St. Mary’s University. 
For more information, visit www.stmarytx.edu/definingmoment.
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Continuing the Heritage celebrates 20 years
More than 700 volunteers — mostly St. Mary’s University students, faculty, staff and alumni — helped out dozens of nonprofit 
agencies and organizations in August by walking dogs, removing graffiti, sorting donated food and clothing, helping build houses 
or improve existing structures, and other good deeds throughout San Antonio. 
It’s a tradition that has been a part of the St. Mary’s University community for 20 years.
Since Continuing the Heritage Day of Service began in 1997, about 15,000 St. Mary’s University volunteers have offered more 
than 50,000 service hours to organizations that provide much-needed assistance to South Texas residents.
Twice a year, Continuing the Heritage brings together the community for a variety of service projects. The spring event is part 
of the 40 Days of Service Lenten celebration, which is a collaboration of volunteer efforts between the University, Catholic 
Charities of San Antonio and the Archdiocese of San Antonio. Ph
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On the cover: St. Mary’s senior  
Mei-Ling Camacho Acevedo assembles 
a water filtration system in Maricao, 
a mountainous area of Puerto Rico 
devastated by Hurricane Maria.  
Photo by Ricardo Arduengo.

This page: St. Louis Hall is transformed  
into a winter wonderland. San Antonio 
received surprise snowfall the evening  
of Dec. 7, 2017, much to the delight of 
campus residents. At roughly 2 inches,  
it was the first measurable snowfall on 
campus since 2011 and brought back 
memories of the significant snow event  
of 1985. Photo by Gateway Photography.



Being Catholic and  
Marianist shows us the way
Treating everyone with respect and dignity
by Thomas M. Mengler, J.D., St. Mary’s University President

I am privileged to serve on the Board of Directors — and, as of February, in the role of chair — of the Association 
of Catholic Colleges and Universities (ACCU), an organization with the principal goal of fostering the Catholic 
mission and identity of the more than 200 Catholic colleges and universities in the United States. 

At the most recent meeting, board members discussed the troubling absence of civil discourse almost everywhere 
we look. In politics on the left and right, in traditional and social media, and on many college campuses, public policy 
conversations have become shrill and intolerant and have too frequently given way to shouting an ad hominem attack.

What do I mean by civil discourse? In a nutshell, civil discourse is our ability to engage in informed conversations 
on topics about which we may differ in our views and to listen respectfully to those with whom we disagree.

My ACCU Board colleagues — presidents of 18 Catholic universities — agreed about the severity of the problem  
in our country and our responsibility as Catholic universities to be a wellspring for a different — Christian — way  
to converse.

I am pleased to inform you that at St. Mary’s University we accept this responsibility to stand up for free  
expression, openness to viewpoints other than one’s own, and principled, authentic argumentation. In fact, open  
and honest dialogue is at the center of St. Mary’s as a university dedicated to integrating the liberal arts with 
professional preparation. 

At its best, a liberal arts education is interdisciplinary in breadth and foundational in developing the lifelong skills 
of critical thinking and communication, both written and spoken. As a liberal arts institution, St. Mary’s educates to 
develop among all our students a set of lifelong habits of the mind and ways of engaging others that will serve them 
well in whatever career path they choose.

More importantly, for more than 165 years, the St. Mary’s Catholic and Marianist community has fostered the 
formation of a lived faith among students, faculty and staff. We impart, through our actions more than our words, 
Catholic Social Teaching’s core value of respect for the dignity of each human person, because we are all God’s 
children. Since the days of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, Marianist spirituality has emphasized a teacher being 
entirely present to students — not only teaching, but nurturing, encouraging and loving them.

I won’t claim here that we always live up to these enduring values in every way on every day. But I do assure you 
that our community’s Catholic and Marianist way of being is still alive and well at St. Mary’s University.   ■
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CAMPUSNEWS
Greehey donates $1 million for fourth year in a row to MBA and Scholars

For the fourth consecutive year, St. Mary’s 
received a $1 million gift from alumnus and 
philanthropist Bill Greehey (B.B.A. ’60).

The gift will be split between the Greehey 
MBA for Values-Driven Leaders and 
the Greehey Scholars Program, a unique 
undergraduate program that focuses on 
servant leadership.

Greehey has long been a benefactor of     
St. Mary’s. He donated $3 million from 2014 
to 2016 to benefit the Greehey Scholars, 
and he also gave $1 million in 2012 to help 
revamp the University’s MBA offerings. In 
2005, his $25 million gift resulted in the 

naming of the Greehey School of Business 
and funded academic and scholarship 
programs to attract world-class faculty and 
students. 

Greehey is honorary co-chair of the 
University’s ongoing Defining Moment 
Comprehensive Campaign, which officially 
announced its $130 million goal in November. 

“Bill Greehey has helped make defining 
moments possible for countless students over 
the years,” said President Thomas Mengler, 
J.D. “This gift will provide for many more in 
the future. We are thankful for his enduring 
generosity.”

Marianist Heritage Award  
recipients honored

Several members of the St. Mary’s University 
community were honored in January with the 
2018 Marianist Heritage Award. 

This year’s recipients were Eva Bueno, Ph.D., 
Professor of Languages; Irwin Goldberg, Ph.D., 
Professor of Engineering; and Denise Delgado, 
Senior Administrative Assistant for the School 
of Science, Engineering and Technology.

Ana M. Mahomar, senior Psychology 
student, and Stephanie Harlien, third-year 
J.D. student, were named Marianist Heritage 
Student Leadership recipients.

The honorees were recognized during  
the Marianist Heritage Mass at Holy   
Rosary Parish. 

The Marianist Heritage Award, given each 
year since 1981, recognizes faithfulness to 
our Marianist heritage. It is expressed by an 
interest in the 200-year development of the 
Marianist charism through efforts to increase 
knowledge and work for its transformation 
into practice in the University community.

The award is also for faithfulness to 
our Catholic heritage, shown by an active 
participation in liturgical celebrations, in 
the development of the local Christian 
community, and in service to the broader 
Christian community. It is an award for 
faithfulness in supporting and promoting the 
Catholic and Marianist educational mission 
and tradition at St. Mary’s University.
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University receives $1.5 million  
from anonymous donor

A $1.5 million gift from a donor  
who wishes to remain anonymous will 
establish the San Jose Endowment to 
promote the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 
at St. Mary’s University.

The University’s educational mission 
is based on the Catholic Intellectual 
Tradition, which sees the universe as God’s 
creation and all knowledge as linked, with 
the potential to lead students incrementally 
to a closer understanding of God and the 
nature of things, including truths about the 
meaning and purpose of human life. The 
endowment will provide for the pursuit and 
promotion of this core principle. 

“Because we are a Catholic and 
Marianist university,” said President 
Thomas Mengler, J.D., “we encourage all 
our students — undergraduate, graduate 
and professional — to explore who they 
are, what really matters, and how they 
ought to live as servant-leaders. All areas 
of study can lead to a broad-based view 
of the world and commitment to a faith-
filled life. This holistic education ensures 
that St. Mary’s is an integrated University 
fostering the formation of future leaders in 
our communities, rather than an institution 
of silos providing only technical, unduly 
narrow instruction.”

The gift will support the work of  
the faculty member who holds the  
St. Mary’s Chair in Catholic Philosophy, 
currently Glenn “Chip” Hughes, Ph.D., 
and professors who seek to enrich their 
understanding of the Catholic Intellectual 
Tradition and integrate it into their teaching 
and scholarship. 

The endowment also will benefit the 
soon-to-be-established Center for Catholic 
Studies, which will explore Catholic and 
Marianist views on the most pressing social 
policy issues. 

Next Forum Breakfast Series  
to feature concierge CEO 

The Meadows Center for Entrepreneurial 
Studies will host the final Forum on 
Entrepreneurship Breakfast for the 2017-
2018 series on Thursday, April 5, at the Pearl 
Stable of the Historic Pearl Brewery.

The last keynote speaker of the year will 
be Lynda Ellis (B.A.S. ’81), St. Mary’s 
trustee and owner, CEO and president 
of the Washington, D.C.-based Capitol 
Concierge, the nation’s largest provider 
of corporate, residential and commercial 
concierge services.

She joined Capitol Concierge in 1998 
and purchased the company in 2007.  
Since then, she has been redefining the 
concierge industry.

At the previous Forum Breakfast, local 
business leaders and area high school 
students joined Greehey School of Business 
faculty, staff and students in hearing from 
keynote speaker James R. Garvin, Ph.D., 
CEO, president and director of the San 
Antonio-based CytoBioScience Inc.

The company creates and manufactures 
devices that allow researchers, medical 
institutions and pharmaceutical companies 
to better understand how human cells 
react to medicine. But creating high-tech 
products is only part of the recipe for 
business success.

“We can talk about our technology and 
talk about our company,” said Garvin, who 
touted the extensive biotech industry in  
San Antonio. “The technology is not who 
we are. The people are who we are.”

He said entrepreneurship is “more art 
than science” and that mathematical model 
testing doesn’t equal entrepreneurship 
because “it has no soul.”

“Entrepreneurship is not for the faint of 
heart,” Garvin said. “If you’re looking for 
safety, run away. While fear is a healthy 
thing, it cannot be the governing fabric of 
how you make business decisions.”

Music Department launches Summer Band Camp 
This spring, the Department of Music opened registration for its first Summer 
Band Camp. Open to middle school and high school students, Summer Band 
Camp at St. Mary’s will provide a fun and educational opportunity for students 
passionate about music to advance their musicianship during their summer 
break. Summer Band Camp includes full band rehearsals, technique classes, 
ensemble sectionals and elective classes. 
Students will work with industry professionals, including the camp’s featured 
artist, John Mackey, a musician of world-class repute. To learn more about 
Summer Band Camp at St. Mary’s, visit www.stmarytx.edu/band-camp.

History Department unveils   
new graduate offerings

The Department of History will offer 
a Master of Arts in Public History and a 
Graduate Certificate in Public History 
this fall.

The 30-credit-hour master’s program 
is designed for aspiring public historians, 
K-12 educators and individuals in 
professional settings who wish to pursue 
advanced professional training in public 
history. The program fits students interested 
in museum studies, heritage tourism, 
documentary filmmaking, digital history 
and archives careers. In addition to meeting 
the growing demand for professionals in the 
field, the program will transform students 
into historians in the digital age.

The 12-hour certificate program is for 
professionals and K-12 educators interested 
in gaining expertise and training in new 
areas of public history to help them further 
their professional goals.

Graduates will find public history 
employment opportunities in San Antonio 
and Texas, as well as nationally. The 
graduate program builds on projects and 
partnerships already established with
local, state and national institutions 
including the Tobin Center for the 
Performing Arts, Fort Sam Houston,
the Bullock Texas State History Museum,  
The Texas World War I Centennial 
Committee, as well as Washington, D.C., 
sites such as Ford’s Theatre and the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
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Friday, May 18

Women
Financial Wisdom

FOR

Take part in a financial and estate planning event for the women of St. Mary’s 
University and hear keynote speaker Lynda Ellis (B.A.S. ’81), owner, president 
and CEO of Capitol Concierge.

Contact Collanne Bramblett West at cwest1@stmarytx.edu or 210-431-4361 
for more information.

Save the Date
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Professional counselor Frost  
addresses 296 fall grads

St. Mary’s University alumna Kelley 
L. Frost, Ph.D., licensed professional 
counselor, served as keynote speaker at 
the 17th annual Fall Commencement on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at Greehey Arena.

Frost provides individual, couples  
and family counseling in private practice. 
She earned her master’s in Community 
Counseling in 2007 and doctorate in 
Counselor Education and Supervision in 
2012 from St. Mary’s. 

She’s also a member of the St. Mary’s 
Board of Trustees. 

A defining moment for 296 new 
graduates, the University awarded 154 
bachelor’s degrees, 134 master’s degrees  
and eight doctoral degrees.

Professor of Law Bonita K. Roberts 
provided remarks at the St. Mary’s  
School of Law’s sixth annual Hooding 
Ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 16.  

The School of Law honored Doctor 
of Jurisprudence, Master of Laws and  
Master of Jurisprudence candidates.

STEM summer camps make    
for hot ticket at St. Mary’s

While summertime means rest and 
relaxation for most students and faculty 
at St. Mary’s University, the School of 
Science, Engineering and Technology gears 
up with summer camps for middle and high 
school students.  

Ranging from computer science and 
physics to robotics and Java programming, 
these summer programs have increased in 
popularity in recent years. 

Take, for example, the new Girls Code! 
Summer Camps — one-week camps for 
girls in grades 6 through 8 taught by   
St. Mary’s Computer Science professors — 
filled up quickly in 2017. 

“The purpose of Girls Code! was to buck 
the trend, which means to gain the interest 

of middle school girls in the sciences during 
a time when we traditionally lose them,” 
said Professor of Computer Science Carol 
Luckhardt Redfield, Ph.D. “Because once 
we lose them, it’s hard to get them back.”

Game development, robotics, 
cybersecurity and web programming are all 
topics covered in Girls Code!

The School of Science, Engineering 
and Technology-sponsored summer camps 
center on preparing local youth for future 
careers in STEM.  

“These camps give young students the 
opportunity for hands-on learning and 
a chance to apply their skills,” said Gil 
Gomez, STEM Outreach Coordinator. “A 
lot of what we offer gives them insight into 
what the trending STEM careers are for 
the next half-century.”

For details, visit stmarytx.edu/outreach/
summer-camps.

CAMPUSNEWS
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by Chad Peters (B.A. ’06) 

Hannah Petersen heard stories of how difficult it would be to say 
goodbye to her new friends in Vietnam after a three-week stay of 
service in Summer 2017.

“You’re going to be crying,” Petersen recalled fellow camp 
instructors telling her. “You’re not going to want to leave.”

Petersen, a Finance and Risk Management major on the   
St. Mary’s Women’s Tennis team, was in Vietnam in July and  
August volunteering for a service-learning program called Coach 
for College. The program pairs American student-athletes and 
Vietnamese university students to teach academics, sports and life 
skills to disadvantaged children in rural Vietnam.

The junior is the definition of student-athlete. A standout in class 
and on the court, she reached the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s 
South Central Regional Doubles Championships in 2016, receiving 
ITA Scholar-Athlete and First-Team All-Heartland Conference 
honors along the way. She also earned all-conference second team 
recognition in 2017.

As her time to leave Vietnam neared, Petersen thought she would 
escape the grief countless others had felt upon leaving.

That was, at least, until her last day arrived.
“It hit me really, really hard,” Petersen said. “The kids make the 

most delicate little gifts for you. A lot of them wrote letters to us. 
After giving us those gifts, they’re just standing there, sobbing. 
They’re hugging us and won’t let go, holding on so tight.

“It makes you realize how much of an impact you can have on 
someone’s life.”

Petersen, a Greehey Scholar and President’s Ambassador at   
St. Mary’s, knew she had entered a different world as soon as she 
landed in the Hậu Giang Province, located in southern Vietnam.

Responsible for teaching eighth- and ninth-graders skills such as 
developing goals and encouraging teamwork, she was struck by the 
condition of the school and surrounding homes.

“There were broken windows everywhere, no air conditioning, 
wasp nests all over the place,” Petersen recalled of the school. 
“Complete chaos.”

The nearby homes were in similar disrepair, featuring palm and 
banana leaves as exterior walls, tin roofs, and hammocks and wooden 
pallets for beds. One such home, with 5-foot-high metal sheets and 
curtains stapled together to form walls, was attached to the tennis 
court where Petersen practiced with the children.

“Here we are whacking tennis balls into their living room,” said 
Petersen, whose trip was made possible by the support of numerous 
St. Mary’s faculty and staff. “Yet the family didn’t care. They had a 
little girl who would come to the court every day with this big smile 
on her face.”

No matter the children’s circumstances, smiles abounded, she said. 
This, more than anything, left an impression.

Coaching for Impact
St. Mary’s Women’s Tennis player and Greehey Scholar forms bond with impoverished Vietnamese children
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Basketball teams shine in  
made-for-TV victories

St. Mary’s Basketball put on a show on the small 
screen in January, taking down Oklahoma Christian 
for a pair of breathtaking victories aired on local TV. 

The women’s team won 72-57 behind a career-high 
26 points from freshman guard Soteria Banks, while 
the men prevailed 70-67 on a buzzer-beating 3-pointer 
from senior guard Robbie Benavides. 

The games, played at Bill Greehey Arena, were 
aired locally on KCWX Channel 2. 

Volleyball wins Heartland Conference
Rattler Volleyball won the Heartland Conference 

championship for the first time since 2010, riding the 
hot hand of libero Monica Ramon, the Heartland 
Conference Tournament Most Valuable Player.

The Rattlers won 11 out of 15 matches over a hot 
stretch in October and November, propelling them 
to their first appearance in the NCAA South Central 
Regional since 2010. 

Sophomore claims Rattler Invitational title
Difficult course conditions could not stop Emilio 

Gonzalez from claiming the individual title at the 
Rattler Invitational.

Gonzalez, a sophomore, posted a final-round 66, 
making him 7-under-par for the tournament. His effort 
helped lead the Rattlers to second place in the team 
standings as they fought through rainy conditions that 
forced the cancelation of the final round.  

The victory marked the second of Gonzalez’s career.

CAMPUSNEWS
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1. Hannah Petersen, a junior Finance and Risk Management major,  
reviews schoolwork with a child in Hậu Giang Province, in southern Vietnam.

2. Petersen formed a close bond with eighth- and ninth-grade students 
during her three weeks in Vietnam. 

3. A Rattler Tennis standout, Petersen teaches her craft to a group   
of children.

4. The Coach for College service-learning program pairs American  
student-athletes with Vietnamese university students to teach academics, 
sports and life skills to disadvantaged children in rural Vietnam.

Most of the children knew little English, requiring the Vietnamese 
university students to translate for Petersen and the other Americans. 
But even with this language barrier, lifelong bonds formed.

“Every day the kids would show up at our guest house on bikes and 
offer us rides on the back of their bikes,” said Petersen, who remains 
in contact with several of the children through social media. “Little 
memories like that: You could see the impact on some of their lives 
very tangibly.”

Intending to help others through her time in Vietnam, she said she 
returned home better off, as well.

“It showed me what it means to someone just to give them your 
time,” Petersen said. “It made me re-prioritize what’s most important. 
Is it about going through life and having an income? Or is it about 
impacting people’s lives?

“People are the most important thing we have.”   ■

“You could see  
the impact on  

some of their lives  
very tangibly.”

4
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alking around St. Mary’s University as a re-enrolled 
undergraduate student in Fall 1998 — almost a decade after his first 
attempt — Patrick Magallanes couldn’t help but feel emotional.

“Coming back that day was really hard, because I would’ve stayed 
and finished my education back then if my financials were right. But life 
took me in a different direction,” Magallanes said. “After I got through 
that first day again, though, I was thrilled.”

In the years Magallanes was away, he started a family and built a 
career marketing a variety of industries, including education. But with 
a renewed focus on his own education, he 
returned to earn a bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science in 1999.

Empowered after earning that first degree, 
which was the “realization of something dating 
back to 1987,” he decided to come back to  
St. Mary’s — again and again. He earned a 
Master of Public Administration in 2000 and  
a Master of Business Administration in 2002.

Sixteen years later, at age 51, Magallanes is 
now in his second year in the School of Law’s 
Doctor of Jurisprudence program.

“This school gives people foundational 
principles for how not to lose their way,” he said. 
“It helped me find my way. Being here, you learn to do exactly as the 
Marianists do, which is to grow and help others grow.”

As CEO of Oncology San Antonio since 2014, he hopes to use a 
future law degree to not only expand the business of one of the oldest 
and largest oncology practices in the city, but also to bring together 

the fields of health care and law to further put Texas’ only Catholic law 
school on the map.

His first step to accomplishing that was founding the St. Mary’s 
Health Law Society in August 2016, which quickly grew to include 
nearly 30 members.

“There’s an enormous need for health care lawyers in San Antonio,” 
Magallanes said. “With so many rules and regulations that exist in 
health care law, health care lawyers are necessary now more than ever.”

The second step was leading an initiative to bring the South 
Texas Chapter of the American College of 
Healthcare Executives (ACHE) Student 
Symposium to the St. Mary’s campus in 
September. ACHE is an international society 
of about 40,000 health care executives who 
lead hospitals, health care systems and  
health care organizations. The School of  
Law-sponsored symposium created a forum 
for health care students and professionals, as 
well as law students and policy makers to learn 
and network.

Magallanes remains focused on finishing 
law school, getting up at 4 a.m. every morning 
to read for class before starting his day.

While law school has been challenging for Magallanes — “like 
learning a different language” — he said he’s enjoyed the challenge and 
being back at his alma mater.

“St. Mary’s means everything to me,” he said. “This school changed 
my life.”   ■

“This school gives 
people foundational 

principles for 
how not to lose 

their way.”

Finding
the 
Way
Triple St. Mary’s alum tackles law school  
while leading oncology group

by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)

My DEFINING MOMENT
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SHEAR
SUCCESS
Business alum heads international wool empire

by Melanie Skaggs (M.A. ’02)

It was 10 a.m. and Michael T. “Terry” Martin (B.B.A. ’81),  
president of Anodyne Wool, was on his way to the hardware  
store to pick up supplies. Freezing temperatures in San Angelo  
the night before had damaged a pipe in the warehouse. 

While most business owners would call a handyman, 
Martin is the hands-on type, especially when it comes to 
running a multimillion-dollar, family-owned wool empire. 
Anodyne is the sole supplier of wool for the U.S. Department 
of Defense. Whenever you see a service member in a formal 
wool or wool-blend dress uniform, you’re looking at wool 
sourced by Anodyne. 

Growing up in San Angelo, Martin worked as a day 
laborer on sheep ranches, but he never thought about going 
into the industry. It was more likely he would end up a lawyer, 
like one of his brothers, or go into the wholesale liquor 
business with other family members.

After graduating from high school, Martin thought he 
might attend Angelo State University, where his girlfriend 
(and future wife), Jackie, and several high school friends were 
enrolled. However, his parents had other plans. They were 
major advocates of higher education and put all eight of their 
children through college. 

They also valued an education away from San Angelo. So 
unbeknownst to Martin, St. Mary’s University would become 
his new home-away-from-home. 

Martin’s father had a friend in San Antonio he had met 
through the Serra Club, an organization of lay Catholics to 
foster vocations to the priesthood, who he wanted to visit and 
introduce to his son. Agreeing to the trip, Martin packed a 
bag and drove to San Antonio with his father to meet the 
Rev. James A. Young, S.M., Ph.D., then-president of  
St. Mary’s. After going to lunch and having a brief discussion 
about admission, Martin — to his surprise — was enrolled. 
Within just a few hours, he moved into Chaminade Hall. 

Residence hall life for Martin was a “cornucopia of 
cultures” and a stark difference from that to which he was 
accustomed. His peers were from diverse locations, including 
Mexico, Peru, Bolivia and Greece.

“This point in time shaped the direction of my life in many 
ways. Through my early experiences at St. Mary’s, I learned to 
embrace new people, along with their cultures and traditions. 
I learned there is great personal gain from viewing life 
through the eyes of people you meet and, the more diverse, 
the richer the experience,” he said.

After graduating from St. Mary’s, Martin moved back 
to San Angelo and joined Anodyne Wool as a wool buyer’s 
apprentice. The company, founded by Martin’s father-in-law, 
was a commission-based wool and mohair-buying firm. 

Martin’s introduction to the textile industry was about to 
get wild and woolly. 

During the early 1980s, the implementation of two 
international trade agreements led to the industry rapidly 
downsizing and moving overseas. Martin, who was new 
to the business, saw this as an opportunity for Anodyne to 
export American wool. 

At first, exporting to a European company went well. 
However, after only a year, their overseas customer went belly 
up, and Martin needed to unload a lot of wool. 

“I heard through the grapevine that a delegation of Iraqi 
cotton buyers was traveling through Texas on a buying 
mission sponsored by the USDA (United States Department 
of Agriculture),” he said. 

It turns out, Martin is a dyed-in-the-wool salesman. He 
met with the buyers in Dallas and made the most important 
sale of his career, beginning a five-year trade agreement with 
the Iraq Ministry for Textile Industry that would triple the 
size of Anodyne Wool. 

The Iraq deal ended with the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
Anodyne experienced a huge decline in domestic wool 
production during the 1990s, when many U.S. textile mills 
went out of business. 

“We survived by diversifying our client base,” said Martin, 
who focused on the growing export market in Europe, China 
and India. 

With grit, perseverance and a boots-on-the-ground 
approach, Martin found success and created a world-
renowned brand. 

“At St. Mary’s, the exposure to multiple cultures, 
viewpoints, and regions of the country and world gave me  
a good base to succeed in international trading,” Martin  
said. The University, he said, also gave him “the confidence 
to walk into a room anywhere in the world and believe you 
belong there.” 

Martin became Anodyne’s president when his father-
in-law retired in 2001. The company now acquires millions 
of pounds of wool each year from wool growers across the 
United States and has trade alliances in Europe, Russia, 
Australia, South Africa and South America.

“Wool is a fiber that, as it unraveled, led me around the 
world,” Martin said. “From the Silk Road to the back roads, 
wool has taken me to all corners of the globe and has allowed 
me to meet many wonderful people. Growth and success in 
my business happened as I followed wool around the world. I 
did not set out to achieve great success. It just happened as I 
stayed focused on wool and all who touch it.”   ■

Left: Michael T. “Terry” Martin stands in front of a mound of freshly shorn fleece or “grease wool” in the Anodyne warehouse.  
The wool will be washed, picked and combed.
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Floodwaters overwhelm the 
neighborhood of Juana Matos 
in Cataño, Puerto Rico, after 
Hurricane Maria inundated  
the island in September.
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Recovering  
from  
catastrophe

by Jennifer R. Lloyd (M.B.A. ’16)

Hurricane Maria swept over Puerto Rico with nearly Category-5 force on  
Sept. 20, 2017, a mere two weeks after Hurricane Irma made a damaging pass  
over the U.S. territory.

The strongest storm to hit the Caribbean island since 1932, Hurricane Maria did 
not just whip the island with rain and wind for more than 30 hours. It destroyed 
vital infrastructure and catastrophically damaged electrical, communications and 
water systems.

The St. Mary’s University community has dozens of students, staff and alumni 
who call Puerto Rico home, some of whom also have strong ties to a Marianist 
school there, Colegio San José.

And as they returned home before the Spring semester, they discovered how slow 
the progress toward recovery had been in the months since Maria hit. They heard 
heartbreaking tales from their loved ones of hardship, sickness, crime and death. 
And, in the St. Mary’s spirit of service, they found ways to help however they could.

“Our education is focused on helping and giving back to people in the 
community, not just getting a good education,” said Andrés Palacios, a junior 
Exercise and Sport Science major and Biology minor.

Palacios, a Colegio San José graduate, visited home in December and joined a 
group that included St. Mary’s staff, students and their families to help assemble  
100 water filtration systems for those without drinkable water in a mountainous  
area of the island.

“People don’t just come to St. Mary’s and forget about the values when they 
leave,” Palacios said. “They keep using those values for the rest of their lives.”

Living with the aftermath
Many of the threads that form the fabric of a civil society in Puerto Rico have 

frayed because of the length of the recovery.
In January, hundreds of thousands of people still did not have power. According 

to CNN, the Army Corps of Engineers estimated power would not be fully restored 
until May — about eight months after the storm.

Badly damaged roadways and the lack of electricity for streetlights contributed  
to a multitude of collisions, including one involving Palacios’ father. Lack of power  
left schools, businesses and courtrooms shuttered for months. In the meantime, 
those who could get their hands on a generator were spending hundreds of dollars  
a month on fuel, Palacios said.

St. Mary’s University Trustee Brother Reinaldo Berrios, S.M., who lives at the 
Marianist community at the all-boys Colegio San José and directs its financial aid 
program, said the school relied on a generator for several weeks to remain open. He 
added that repairs cost about $1 million. He anticipated students attending Colegio 

Continued on next page

The St. Mary’s community aids Puerto Rico’s  
slow recovery after Hurricane Maria



1. A volunteer prepares spigots as part of the assembly of water 
filtration systems.

2. José Rafael Rodríguez (from left) drills a hole for the spigot with 
St. Mary’s student Andrés Palacios and local Yared Feliciano.

3. Brother Jose Julian Matos-Auffant, S.M., St. Mary’s Minister  
for Spiritual Development, (from left) and St. Mary’s students  
Mei-Ling Camacho Acevedo, David Pagán and Paola Díaz Portela 
meet over Christmas break inside Colegio San José.

4. A tattered Puerto Rican flag waves.

5. Matos-Auffant (from left); Rosalind Alderman, Ph.D., St. Mary’s  
Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; and St. Mary’s Trustee 
Brother Reinaldo Berrios, S.M., visit Colegio San José.

Photos 1–3, 5 by Ricardo Arduengo. Photo 4 by Evan Alderman.
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San José will require more financial aid for tuition because of the economic impact of the 
storm, but the school was unable to hold a planned scholarship fundraiser.

The lack of lighting, especially at night, combined with a spate of sick days by thousands 
of police officers protesting overdue overtime pay, may have contributed to an increase in 
crime on the island.

Mei-Ling Camacho Acevedo, a senior Marketing major, recounted a harrowing tale  
of her mother trying to get enough fuel to reach the airport to reunite with family in 
Tampa, Florida. As her mother waited overnight at a closed gas station in hopes of buying 
fuel when it reopened the next morning, 
someone tried to rob her at gunpoint. 
Camacho Acevedo said a police officer 
intervened and stopped the holdup.

Residents in fragile health have 
suffered too. Some struggled to keep 
diabetes medication refrigerated or receive 
chemotherapy for cancer. Camacho Acevedo 
said her family had to bring her uncle to 
Houston for cancer treatment he could no 
longer obtain on the island.

In December, while cleaning and 
repainting his mother’s home in Puerto 
Rico, Brother Jose Julian Matos-Auffant, S.M., Minister for Spiritual Development at 
St. Mary’s, said he learned of a young man who had a medical condition requiring him to 
remain on a ventilator. One night, the generator powering the ventilator ran out of diesel 
and the man died.

“I was not expecting all of the deaths that people told me about, even in my own 
neighborhood, that are not being related to the storm because these people were not  
blown away by the wind,” Matos-Auffant said. “People I had said hi to a year ago had  
died because of all of these complications. That, for me, was very shocking.”

Rattlers lend a hand
Soon after the hurricane, Rosalind Alderman, Ph.D., St. Mary’s University Vice 

Provost for Enrollment Management; Matos-Auffant; and students from Puerto Rico 
gathered in the Contreras Student Lounge at St. Mary’s for prayer and support since they 
were unable to communicate with their families on the island. Alderman said the students 
wanted to help those back home. They ultimately raised several thousand dollars by selling 
Puerto Rican dinners at Casa Maria and by other means, which helped fund scholarships 
to Colegio San José students.

St. Mary’s is also planning to offer two new full-tuition scholarships next fall  
to graduates of Colegio San José, Alderman said.

“It’s not like these families are going to recover tomorrow. This would guarantee that  
we could help someone on a bigger level,” Alderman said of the scholarships, which will  
be awarded based on merit and financial need.

Alderman said the University also re-evaluated the financial aid packages of Puerto 
Rican students already enrolled, creating greater financial aid resources for some.

Matos-Auffant said he is considering service trips that St. Mary’s students could 
undertake to help Puerto Rico next academic year. In the meantime, St. Mary’s students  
at home over Christmas break helped neglected communities in the mountainous interior.

In an effort Alderman orchestrated in December, her family, Palacios, Camacho 
Acevedo, Matos-Auffant and others helped assemble rainwater filtration systems to provide  
drinkable water to remote communities in Maricao. They also wrapped hundreds of toys 
for area children to enjoy a Three Kings Day celebration and set up a generator at a church.

“The community we went to was completely forgotten. I opened my eyes to even more 
need,” Camacho Acevedo said. “To help put together something that is going to help with 
everyday living, it really was a step forward because we were getting our ‘hands dirty.’” 

Palacios added that while it will take months longer for Puerto Rico to return to  
some semblance of normality, volunteering in the mountains “felt good, because I was 
doing something for a really underserved community that was being ignored by the  
local government.”

“Part of this test, this crisis, is to make sure that we embrace the students here and their 
families,” said Alderman, adding another part of the mission is to help students understand 
what has happened in Puerto Rico. “We are part of the solution. We’re part of what needs 
to be done in this crisis.”   ■

Mona Mengler leads 
StMU’s #HarveyHelp
by Andrew Festa

Days after Hurricane Harvey hit 
Texas, Mona Mengler opened a box 
containing a tube of toothpaste, a 
toothbrush and a bar of soap. 

She thought, “Why bother?”  
when Hurricane victims needed so  
much more. 

Then it hit her — it may have been all 
someone could spare. She visualized the 
Gospel parable of the elderly widow with 
only two copper coins for an offering. 
That thought motivated her as she 
volunteered for more than a month with 
Catholic Charities of San Antonio.

“It was rooted in faith and genuine 
caring,” she said of that touching gift, 
as well as the encouraging notes people 
packed with donations.

Mengler and the St. Mary’s 
community jumped into action as soon 
as it became clear that San Antonio 
would avoid the worst of  “the most 
significant tropical cyclone rainfall 
event in U.S. history,” according to the 
National Hurricane Center. 

The Office of Civic Engagement 
organized campus donation drives  
and funneled items to Catholic 
Charities. Dozens of students, faculty 
and staff sorted and packed items at the 
San Antonio Food Bank. 

Mengler — and husband Thomas 
Mengler, President of St. Mary’s —
are longtime supporters of Catholic 
Charities, so it was natural to answer  
the call. The outpouring of food,  
water, bedding, clothes and other 
necessities was great, but “it was total 
chaos,” she said.

She saw a lot of overwhelmed faces at 
Catholic Charities, so she took charge 
of the effort to process mountains of 
donated items. 

As chaos gave way to efficiency, 
Catholic Charities sent 65 truckloads of 
supplies to Houston and the Texas coast. 

For her efforts, Mengler earned 
Catholic Charities’ Volunteer of the Year 
award. The real reward, she said, was the 
sense of purpose. 

“It was quite the privilege to throw 
myself into something that was really 
going to help people,” she said.

It’s not over. A group of  St. Mary’s 
students will spend Spring Break 
helping Rockport, Port Aransas and 
Victoria rebuild.   ■

Continued from Page 15

 
I OPENED MY 
EYES TO EVEN 
MORE NEED.”
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by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)

Minerva De La Garza (B.S. ’67) ranks among the first female 
undergraduate students to earn her degree from St. Mary’s University.

She spurned stereotypes by following her love of chemistry into a long 
career in scientific research and a life of service.

The St. Mary’s campus she remembers from 50 years ago was much 
different than from today; there wasn’t yet a residence hall for women 
(Dougherty Hall would open in 1968), and the only women’s restroom 
was in the basement of St. Louis Hall. 

And since De La Garza didn’t own a car, she rode the bus every day 
to and from St. Mary’s.  

“We grew up poor,” De La Garza said of her upbringing on San 
Antonio’s West Side. “I was born in the house my father bought, where I 
stayed until 1973. Back in those days, Mexican-American women didn’t 
leave the home until they were married.”

It was there that De La Garza and her sister were initially home-
schooled by their mother, who taught them how to write in cursive and 
read using whatever was available, including newspapers and canned 
food labels. 

Eventually, De La Garza became valedictorian of her 503-student 
class at Fox Tech High School. Despite the honor, she was dissuaded 

from going to St. Mary’s by the dean of women at her high school. 
She was told, instead, to focus on becoming a secretary.  
“I’ll never forget she told me that if I went to college, I would fail,” 

De La Garza said. 
Rather than take the comment to heart — De La Garza said such 

remarks to women at the time were commonplace — she pursued what 
was in her heart.  

“The chemistry classes I took in high school really got me interested 
in that field,” she said. “I soon learned that St. Mary’s had one of the best 
Chemistry departments in the city, and that’s why I decided to go there.”

As a Chemistry major and Mathematics minor, De La Garza often 
found herself as the only woman in her classes. In addition, she admitted 
to having trouble keeping up with coursework at first.  

“There weren’t many educational resources in the schools I went to 
growing up, so I felt behind the other students when I got to college,” 
De La Garza said. 

She recalled especially struggling in trigonometry. However, her 
mentality to “move forward” enabled her to persist.  

In the summer going into her senior year, De La Garza applied 
for a civil service job as a clerk typist. In the comments section of the 

Early St. Mary’s alumna’s love of chemistry leads to career in aerospace, cancer research
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application, she included science classes she’d taken at St. Mary’s and the 
grades she’d earned. She didn’t know that by doing so, a life-changing 
door would open. 

De La Garza was accepted as an intern at the United States Air Force 
School of Aerospace Medicine, at the now-closed Brooks Air Force 
Base, but not as a typist. 

They wanted her in the labs, researching how to enhance rocket fuel 
for astronauts. 

“My work ended up getting published,” De La Garza said. “To be 
a co-author right after my junior year in college was great, but I didn’t 
really understand what that meant back then.”

After De La Garza graduated, the School of Aerospace Medicine, 
impressed with her work the previous summer, hired her full time. She 
worked there for several years conducting experiments for NASA in its 
early days. 

In 1970, De La Garza’s supervisor at the School of Aerospace 
Medicine put her in touch with his good friend, the personnel director  
of a newly constructed medical school in town — what’s today UT 
Health San Antonio.

“He hired me because I had a degree in Chemistry,” De La Garza said. 
“While I had really no experience in biology, he told me, ‘You can teach 
a chemist biology.’”

She was signed on as a research assistant for the then-new division in 
breast cancer studies, for which she collaborated with a five-person team 

of dedicated scientists. Much of De La Garza’s work involved examining 
tumor tissue in rats. 

“We would get tumor specimens from all over the country, and I 
would log them all into our system,” De La Garza said. 

De La Garza explained how taking chemistry classes with the late 
Brother Charles Cummiskey, S.M., helped her in her career.  

“The most important thing I learned was how to write lab reports,” 
she said. “It became tremendously helpful, knowing how to ask the right 
questions for your experiments and how to design them.”

At the health science center, De La Garza said she felt she’d found 
her place. She poured years into breast cancer research, and often worked 
seven days a week. Eventually, her duties expanded, and she became an 
administrator helping to oversee grant funding for her division. After 35 
years of service, she retired in 2005. 

Today, she spends much of her time caring for her chronically ill sister. 
Despite the physical and mental rigors of caretaking, De La Garza 
believes she’s simply applying the values her parents instilled in her, the 
same values she applied at St. Mary’s and in the labs. 

“My whole personality is that of service,” she said.   ■

Left: Minerva De La Garza’s notes from 
chemistry class were checked frequently 
by her professor for grades.
Right: This handwritten note, dated Nov. 
18, 1964, informs De La Garza she is the 
recipient of a $100 scholarship. 
Below: De La Garza (B.S. ’67)  
stands with some of her classmates  
as an undergraduate. This photo was 
taken from De La Garza’s personal  
St. Mary’s yearbook.

Courtesy images



</First Line    of Defense>
by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)

When graduate students Goutham 
Dhongadi Rukmasah and Erick Buenrostro 
completed their studies in December, they 
became the first graduates ever to leave
St. Mary’s University with a master’s 
degree in Cybersecurity.

“We’re making history,” said Buenrostro 
(B.S. ’16, M.S. ’17). “It’s hard to put it into 
words. And the best part is we’re coming 
in at the prime of a f ield that’ ll only keep 
growing and growing.”

Buenrostro, who was among the 
first students to enroll in the Master of 
Cybersecurity program in 2016, along with 
Rukmasah (M.S. ’17), already knew he 
wanted to continue his higher education at 
St. Mary’s after f inishing his bachelor’s.

“I was comfortable with the faculty and 
staff here,” he said. “The community at
St. Mary’s is great.”

For Rukmasah, who came to St. Mary’s 
from India, where he graduated from Anna 
University in 2011 and worked at IBM for 
four years, starting the master’s degree 

marked a more significant transition, 
living in another country and adjusting to a 
new way of life.

But he wasn’t alone.
“We’re a diverse program,” Rukmasah 

said. “We have students from Kenya, 
Pakistan, Singapore and other places 
around the world. It’s great. It shows the 
worldwide significance of this program.”

Defending against 
cyber attack 

Rukmasah said the Cybersecurity 
program at St. Mary’s is a defensive one, 
“teaching us how to protect machines  
from attack.”

“The program is designed in such 
a way that it starts with the basics of 
cybersecurity, such as encryption and 
programming,” he added. “Then each class 
adds to your knowledge, which helps you 
with your research project and keeps you 

updated with what’s going on in industry.”
Buenrostro said that not only do 

Cybersecurity students learn about 
programming logic to “improve security  
for computers, networks, browsers and 
users,” but also how information is 
written and stored manually, and about 
cybersecurity policy and law.

“With something happening every 
day in the news, and with daily evolving 
trends, it can be tough,” he said, “but with 
the theory and practice embedded in our 
program, we’ve been prepared for the  
real world.”

Buenrostro also commented on the 
program’s faculty, which not only includes 
experts in cybersecurity, but also in 
engineering and in law enforcement.

“One of the coolest things I’ve seen is 
the use of adjunct professors,” Buenrostro 
said. “One of them is a San Antonio 
Police Department detective and is also 
an FBI Task Force participant. Learning 
from him firsthand, someone who’s long 

Duo becomes Univer sity’s fir st Cyber secur ity gr aduates
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</First Line    of Defense>
incorporated cybersecurity principles in his 
f ield, has been invaluable.”

For his research project, Buenrostro 
built what he calls a “Mobile, Browser and 
Cryptography Security Package,” which 

he developed to target security across 
different platforms of the cyber f ield. It 
contains software that both protects and 
educates users about the dangers of the 
connected world.

Rukmasah’s research project was a 

“Light Weight Security Application” 
— a networking and security tool with 
a graphical user interface that aims to 
simplify the work of analysts by allowing 
users to digitally sign confidential f iles, 

test f irewalls for attacks, generate strong 
passwords and share f iles within a network.

“This program has given me so much 
confidence,” Rukmasah said. “I’m ready to 
see what comes next.”

Buenrostro echoed Rukmasah’s 

statement, saying that he believes what 
they’ve built for their research projects  
“can compete in the market.”

Buenrostro plans to pursue a Ph.D. in 
Computer Science and eventually open 
his own cybersecurity business in his 
hometown of El Paso. He said the greatest 
thing about a St. Mary’s education has 
been that it’s helping him think on his own.

“We’ve been taught how to problem-
solve and how to teach ourselves,” 
Buenrostro said. “That speaks volumes 
about the community of the program and 
the school, from the program director and 
the faculty and staff to my classmates.”   ■

Erick Buenrostro (B.S. ’16, M.S. ’17) and Goutham 
Dhongadi Rukmasah (M.S. ’17) sit in the new 
cybersecurity lab at St. Mary’s University.
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Then Now

by Frank Garza 

Twenty years ago, six second-year J.D. students shared a vision: 
Create a law review, a scholarly journal focusing on legal issues facing 
minorities, to “give a voice to the voiceless,” as their mission states.

Soon 18 more students joined the vision, at the time unofficially 
called The Hispanic Scholar.

“The group of students interested were so diverse culturally and 
racially and socioeconomically that it didn’t seem fair to just call it 
The Hispanic Scholar. We ultimately narrowed it down to two or three 
names,” said founding member Sonia M. Rodriguez (J.D. ’99), partner 
with Branton | Hall | Rodriguez | Cruz, P.C. and the law school’s 2010 
Distinguished Young Alumna.

Eventually, the publication came to be known as The Scholar: St. Mary’s 
Law Review on Race and Social Justice, for which Steven Marrone is now 
editor-in-chief. The Scholar has been quietly rising up the ranks of law 
reviews, most recently landing in the top 19 percent of worldwide journals, 
according to rankings released by the Washington and Lee School of Law.

Marrone is one of 41 students who make up Volume 20 of The Scholar 
— a testament to how much the organization has grown. 

“Every year it keeps going puts a smile on my face,” said founding 
member Isabel de la Riva (J.D. ’99), founding partner of de la Riva 
& Associates. “It’s changed a lot since it first started, but it’s grown, 
and I’m so glad students get to write about issues that make people 
uncomfortable but also make them think.” 

During its humble beginnings, the students for Volume 1 worked 
with slow computers under a leaky roof. They paid for their own office 
supplies, refrigerator and coffee machine. Their budget provided just 
enough to scrape by.

Despite their administrative worries, the staff’s writing flourished.

“To this day, the first students who signed up are some of the bravest 
people I know. They were picked by the founders who had nothing 
to show the publication was going to be successful other than some 
previous articles we edited and our enthusiasm,” said founding member 
Denise Y. Mejia, who now has her own practice. “I don’t know that I 
would have done it, if I were in their position.”

A staff writer is responsible for doing legal research and editing 
articles that have been submitted from practitioners, law faculty and 
clinical professors from around the world, Marrone said.

They also write their own comments for issues they are especially 
passionate about, Marrone said.

“We touch on a lot of topics that make the staff get out of bed in the 
morning and put on their armor to do battle, and so I think people are 
really committed to researching those issues and articulating them for 
those who need advocacy,” Marrone said.

One editorial board member wrote about juvenile rights and 
mandatory sex offender registration, addressing some of the disparities 
that come up in both topics.

Another board member, Associate Editor Alejandra Martinez, 
published a piece last year about an Army veteran who — even though 
he was entitled to citizenship because of his service — did not receive 
it because of an error in the process. As a result, he was deported to 
Mexico, where he still lives.

Staff Writer Kacey Villafuerte published a comment on the high 
maternal mortality rate in Texas. She described her time on The Scholar 
as an “eye-opener.”

“You don’t realize some of these things are issues, but you start 
paying attention and researching more,” she said.

The Mighty Pen
Law journal has given voice to minority legal issues for two decades
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“That’s one of the things that separates us from more traditional law reviews. All of the issues  
we touch on have a human element,” Marrone said.

The issues the staff covers tend to be controversial, and as a result, can be a difficult fight. 
“As long as we get the issues out there and people are talking about it — even if the 

legislation doesn’t change — people know it is an issue that others are experiencing,” 
Villafuerte said.

Rick Ramirez (J.D. ’06), partner of Clayton & Ramirez, PLLC, in Austin, shares the 
sentiment. He has always liked to fight for the little guy. That was what initially attracted 
him to The Scholar.

Once he joined, he realized he was part of something bigger.
“You’re part of something great people have come from,” he said. “And there’s a 

potential for greatness that makes you feel that you’ve already succeeded despite just 
being a law student.”

Jesús “Jesse” N. Joslin (J.D. ’17), associate attorney at Clayton & Ramirez, was 
the editor-in-chief of Volume 19. When he first started law school, joining a law 
journal was one of the things he looked forward to most.

“The practice of law is very deadline driven, very strict,” Joslin said. “Being 
on The Scholar instilled values in our staff writers to help them understand 
the importance of getting things done the right way and on time, not only 
by teaching you to be a better researcher and legal writer, but by holding 
you to a higher standard.” 

“The fact that Jesse, who is the newest member of our team, was an 
editor of The Scholar is not a coincidence,” Ramirez said. “That’s a key thing 
we look for: Were you at St. Mary’s? What extracurricular activities were 
you in?”

Hayley C. Ellison (J.D. ’10), an associate at Shackelford, Bowen, 
McKinley & Norton, LLP, attributes much of her growth as a lawyer  
to her time at St. Mary’s University and as editor-in-chief of The Scholar.

Ellison enrolled in law school at age 21, a time when she was still 
figuring out who she was and what she was made of. 

“It was a big culture shock because I grew up in Dallas, and I’m so 
thankful because the best thing was the emphasis on the responsibility you 
had to the community as a lawyer,” Ellison said. “Being a good person. 
Using your ‘superpower’ for good and not evil.”

The Scholar emphasizes that responsibility through its mandatory 
community service for staff writers and by facilitating conversations  
with the community through its annual symposium. 

Last summer, The Scholar received a donation from Terry Bassham  
(J.D. ’85) and his wife, Zulema Carrasco Bassham, to use for the 
symposium. Bassham, CEO of Great Plains Energy and Kansas City 
Power & Light, was inspired to give to The Scholar after picking up a copy 
on a tour of the campus with his wife and daughter.

“When we were introduced to The Scholar, its focus struck us as 
something we’re more personally connected to. You get to learn a lot 
about race and gender issues as a CEO, and you deal with it all the time,” 
Bassham said.

The courts have taken notice too, citing The Scholar in the Federal Rules 
Decisions, a federal case law reporter that focuses on district court cases 
involving rules, such as the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure,  
and in a Ninth Circuit opinion pertaining to the case United States v. 
Peralta-Sanchez. The publication has also been cited in several amicus 
briefs, trial motions and memorandums.

“Twenty years down the road, we’re still here,” Marrone said. “We’re 
still fighting, still trying to lift up those issues that were just as important 
20 years ago.”   ■

“We’re still fighting,  
still trying to lift up those  

issues that were just as 
important 20 years ago.”

Left page: Compare the early days of the law journal, then called  
The Scholar: St. Mary’s Law Review on Minority Issues, to today.  
Pictured in right photo are Cynthia Analis (from left), current managing 
executive editor; Steven Marrone, editor-in-chief; and staff writer Darius 
Coleman. Right photo by Robin Jerstad.

Right: The first issue of The Scholar featured artwork by beloved artist 
Brother Cletus Behlmann, S.M.
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1960                
Edward Dylla, B.A., LL.B., San Antonio, completed 
his seventh Rock ’n’ Roll Half Marathon in December 
2017. He wrote, “I’m not proud of my time, but it was 
good enough for second place in my age division,”  
or as he said, “aged” division.

1961                
Anthony Pansza, B.S., Centerville, Ohio, reports he 
and his wife, Brenda, are now fully retired. They reside 
on a 2.5-acre plot in northern Warren County, Ohio, 
that they call the Pansza Mini-Farm. They spend their 
days raising chickens (35 of them!); maintaining a 
large, raised-bed veggie garden; babysitting several 
preschoolers; and enjoying their eight children  
and 15 grandchildren. Pansza adds that he will be 
eternally grateful to St. Mary’s University and the 
Marianist community. He adds congratulations to  
the Marianists on their 200-year anniversary and  
asks the heavenly Father to bless them always.

1968                
The Hon. Martha (Hilgen) Trudo, B.A., J.D. ’70, 
Killeen, retired as 264th District Court Judge in  
Bell County at the end of 2017. She served 23 years 
on the bench and will continue to serve as a senior 
judge by assignment. She is also retired from the  
U.S. Army, for which she served 30 years in JAGC  
as an attorney and military judge.

1969                
Guy McClung, B.S., San Antonio, was featured by 
the San Antonio Business Journal referencing the 
area’s most prolific inventors. McClung worked as a 
patent attorney for decades and obtained multiple 
patents on business ideas over the years, although he 
never sought royalties. He got into the field because 
he likes to work with creative people and to help 
inventors like himself.

1971                
Stephanie (Pousson) Ackert, B.A., Madison,  
New Hampshire, has retired after 28 years with the 
City of Cambridge, Massachusetts, Department of 
Human Services Program. She worked in planning 
and development and was director of the Cambridge 
Multi-Service Center that served homeless and 
near-homeless individuals and families. Ackert,  
who earned a master’s in Social Work and an M.B.A. 
from the University of Texas at Austin, worked in  
state and local government in Austin before moving to 
New England. She and husband, Kevin, are enjoying 
small-town New Hampshire life and daily encounters 
with nature. She is the daughter of the late Leon 
B. Pousson, Ph.D., of the St. Mary’s University 
Psychology Department. 

1972                
Marian Beck Hersum, B.A., 1972, San Antonio, 
resigned from Northside Independent School 
District, in June 2017, after working for the 
district for 45 years. She taught most grades, from 
kindergarten through 6th grade, at Colonies North 
and Timberwilde elementary schools. Hersum 

alumni newsCLASSNOTES
received 20 Northside Education Fund Grants  
during her employment. She is now enjoying spending 
more time with her family and friends.

1977                
Gilbert C. Barrera Jr., B.A., J.D. ’88, San Antonio, 
a full-time educator at Texas A&M University-
San Antonio where he teaches undergraduate 
and graduate students a variety of accounting 
courses, received one of four 2017 statewide annual 
awards from the Texas Society of Certified Public 
Accountants as an Outstanding Accounting Educator.

1978                
Lee Weyant, M.S., Wernersville, Pennsylvania, 
retired from Kutztown University as Professor 
Emeritus of Management in January 2018.

1979                
C.R. Macias Jr., B.A., San Antonio, was ordained 
and received the Sacrament of Holy Orders as 
a permanent deacon in the Catholic Church by 
Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller in May 2016.  
He is assigned to San Fernando Cathedral.

1981                
The Hon. Mark Dowd, J.D., Manassas, Virginia,  
is a federal administrative law judge appointed by 
the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, in Alexandria, Virginia.

1988                
Daryl L. Derryberry, B.B.A., Tyler, of Derryberry 
Zips Wade, PLLC, with offices in Tyler and Dallas, was 
named a Texas Super Lawyer in the Plaintiff's Personal 
Injury category for 2017. 

1995                
Jennifer Speed, Ph.D., B.A., Oakwood, Ohio,  
was appointed Research Professor of Religious 
Studies at the University of Dayton and is also 
Director of Extramural Funding and Strategic 
Resource Development.

1996                
Alex Aguado, B.A., M.P.A. ’98, Florence, Alabama, 
has been promoted from Associate Professor to 
Professor of Political Science at the University  
of North Alabama.

1999                
Irene Chavez, B.A., San Antonio, is honored to be 
among a wonderful group of poets whose work has 
been chosen for San Antonio’s “30 Poems for the 
Tricentennial” Poetry Contest. Chavez has only 
recently started sharing her poetry. Another  
alumnus, Eduardo R. Vega, B.A., will join her  
as a Tricentennial poet.

Olga (Martinez) Hickman, B.A., Fort Worth, and 
husband, Charles Hickman, B.A., welcome daughter 
Reignah Danielle, born June 13, 2017.

Patricia (Snoga) King, B.B.A., Allen, and husband, 
Christopher King, welcome their first child, Avery 
Elise, born Oct. 12, 2017. 

Christina Markell-Balleza, B.A., San Antonio, 
recognized as a C-Suite award recipient for 2017  
by the San Antonio Business Journal, is  
a partner and serves as managing director and  
general counsel for South Texas Money Management 
in San Antonio.

Col. Francis Joon Hong Park, M.A., Springfield, 
Virginia, has recently been promoted to colonel  
in the U.S. Army. 

2000                
Maria (Ramirez) Gummerson, B.B.A., M.ACC., 
Southlake, reports her family — husband, Matthew; 
daughter Emma, 4; and son Evan, 2 — have moved 
from San Antonio to the Dallas area.

2001                
Lawrence Scot, B.A., San Antonio, is included on 
the San Antonio Business Journal’s 2018 “40 Under 
40” list, which recognizes young professionals under 
40 years of age who have demonstrated excellence in 
business, leadership and community involvement.

Lynda Ellis (B.A.S. ’81), Rockville, Maryland,  
a member of the St. Mary’s University Board 
of Trustees and an entrepreneur, shares that  
her company, Capitol Concierge, the 
nation’s largest provider of concierge services  
for corporate, commercial and residential 
properties, was recognized with the 2017  
Moxie Award. The Moxie Award program  
honors the accomplishments and achievements 
of growing businesses, nonprofits and 
associations in the Washington, D.C.,  
metro community. Winning organizations 
demonstrate boldness and innovation as  
an integral part of their growth strategy. 
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Ismael Segovia, B.A., M.A. ’04, M.P.A. ’06, 
El Paso, was hired by the City of Seguin as assistant 
director of planning and codes.

2002                
Lorena (Montoya) Ramirez, B.S., Humble, and her 
husband, Jessie Ramirez, welcome their third child, 
Emma Rose, born Aug. 1, 2017.

Amir Samandi, B.A., San Antonio, is included in the 
San Antonio Business Journal’s 2018 “40 Under 40” 
list, which recognizes young professionals under 40 
years of age who have demonstrated excellence in 
business, leadership and community involvement.

Men in uniform
Freshman ROTC cadets Carlos Esparza (from left), Art Delgado, Manuel Sanchez and Pedro Martinez — all Holy Cross High 
School graduates — show off their uniforms on campus in 1962. Esparza and Martinez were commissioned in 1966.
Have a cool photo from your St. Mary’s days? We’d love to see it and consider publishing it in a future issue of Gold & Blue.  
Send digitally to ucomm@stmarytx.edu or mail to University Communications, St. Mary’s University, One Camino Santa 
Maria, San Antonio, Texas, 78228. Mailed images will be returned.

Jeremy Stiffler, B.S., Virginia Beach, Virginia, and his 
wife, Amanda (Jones) Stiffler, B.A. ’03, are excited 
to share they finalized the adoption of daughter 
Cherish in 2016. Cherish, 4, and her siblings Devin, 
9, and Maranda, 5, joined their parents in welcoming 
twins Audrey and Ian to the family in November 2017.

2004                
Cynthia (Hinojosa) De La Vina, B.B.A., Edinburg, 
and her husband, Daniel De La Vina, welcome 
daughter Lily Marie, born April 25, 2017.

Marina Gavito, B.B.A., San Antonio, is included in 
the San Antonio Business Journal’s 2018 “40 Under 
40” list, which recognizes young professionals under 
40 years of age who have demonstrated excellence  
in business, leadership and community involvement.

Melanie (Lopez) Perez, B.A., San Antonio, and her 
husband, Rito Perez, welcome daughter Madelyn 
Paige, born July 10, 2017. Melanie and “the man of 
(her) dreams” were married in Assumption Chapel on 
Oct. 1, 2016.

2005                
Elizabeth Barba, B.S., Brentwood, Tennessee, and 
husband, Richard Quiroz, welcome daughter Danielle 
Grace, born June 12, 2017.

Danny Charbel, B.A., San Antonio, and wife, Priscilla 
Charbel, welcome daughter Alina Rose, born Dec. 
13, 2017, the third wedding anniversary of her mom 
and dad. 
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Krystal Sheeran, B.B.A., Panama City Beach, 
Florida, works for Zimmerman Advertising, the  
15th largest advertising agency in the U.S.,  
as account director of multiple regions for  
the McDonald’s brand. 

2006                
Adrian Bretado, B.A., San Antonio, and wife,  
Deanna (Puente) Bretado, B.B.A., welcome their 
first son, Lucas David, born Dec. 26, 2016. Mariya 
(Narvaiz) Flores, B.B.A., San Antonio,  
and husband, Cesario Flores, B.B.A. ’07, welcome 
their second child, Cesario “Rio” Flores III, born  
April 4, 2017. Cesario is director of transportation  
for the San Antonio Independent School District.

Crystal (Valencia) Jones, B.A., M.A. ’10, Storm 
Lake, Iowa, and husband, Donnell Jones, welcome 
daughter Grace, born Aug. 11, 2016.

Vivi Venegas, B.A., Helotes, and partner, Raul 
Dominguez Jr., welcome son Raul Declan, born  
June 18, 2017. 

2007                
Nisha V. (Jagtiani) Fontaine, M.B.A., J.D., Colden, 
New York, is joining Lippes Mathias Wexler Friedman 
LLP as counsel for the immigration practice team. 

2008                
Nallely (Rios) Carrillo, B.A., San Antonio, and 
husband, John Carrillo, B.A., M.A. ’10, welcome 
their second child, daughter Lucia Airam, born  
Sept. 28, 2017.

2009                
Sabrina (Polanco) Stang, B.B.A., San Antonio, and 
husband, Scott Stang, welcome their first child, born 
Aug. 30, 2017.

Veronica Velasquez, B.A., San Antonio, celebrated 
eight years of employment with Southwest Airlines 
and four years as a flight attendant; successfully 
completed the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
practical flight exam for her private pilot license; and 
started the FAA’s instrument commercial rating, all 
in 2017. She is taking the necessary steps to make 
the transition from flight attendant to professional 
pilot. Velasquez is an active member of both the local 
chapter and international organization Women in 
Aviation and the Ninety-Nines, Inc., the International 
Organization of Women Pilots.

Katherine (Lopez) Wilson, B.A., Houston, and 
husband, Fred Wilson, welcome daughter Madison 
Yvonne, born July 7, 2017. Mom says Madison is a 
future Alpha Phi!

Amanda Zavala-Cantu, B.S., Hurst, and her husband, 
Nicholas Cantu, B.S., welcome a second, healthy boy, 
Diego Mariano.

2010                
Kelly (Ochoa) Cantu, B.A., B.B.A., M.B.A. ’13,  
San Antonio, and her husband, Daniel Cantu, B.B.A., 
welcome two future Rattlers, according to mom  
and dad. Twins Hudson and Asher were born  
July 17, 2017.

Amy Crissman, B.A., Houston, shared that she has 
completed residency and graduated from UT Health 
Science Center in Pediatrics. She works with a team 
of UT physicians at Sienna Village.

Christopher Lasko, B.A., M.A. ’13, San Antonio, 

CLASSNOTES

and his wife, Kathryn Lasko, welcome son Theodore 
James, born Sept. 19, 2017.

Nicholas Saenz, B.A., San Antonio, is working 
as an advance scout with the NBA G League  
Rio Grande Valley Vipers of the NBA's Houston 
Rockets organization.

2011                
Kari (Hulsey) Beltran, B.B.A., San Antonio, and her 
husband, Norman Beltran Jr., B.B.A. ’14, married on 
Oct. 21, 2017.

Alexandra (McCoy) Musuruana, B.A., Dallas, and 
her husband, Rodrigo Musuruana, welcome daughter 
Olivia Marianela, born Sept. 14, 2017.

Irma I. Sarmiento, B.A., Tucson, Arizona, received 
her master’s in Kinesiology and Biomechanics 
from the University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley 
in May 2017. She and David Horvath, B.S., were 
married in 2016 at Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Brownsville. Horvath received his Ph.D. in 
Geophysics from the Colorado School of Mines in 
Golden, Colorado, in December 2017, and joined  
the Lunar Planetary Laboratory as a post-doc  
with the University of Arizona.

Arees Uresti, B.B.A., Spring, welcomes a daughter, 
born April 4, 2017.

2012                
Edlin Maldonado-Fuller, M.S., M.B.A. ’14, 
Wyoming, Ohio, and her husband, Justin Fuller, 
welcome their first child, Cecilia Edlin Fuller, born 
May 9, 2017.

2013                
Alejandra (Diaz) Chestnut, B.A., San Antonio, and 
her husband, Jacob Chestnut, welcome their first 
child, daughter Amelia, born Nov. 27, 2017.

Lisa Martinez, B.B.A., San Antonio, is included on 
the San Antonio Business Journal’s 2018 “40 Under 
40” list, which recognizes young professionals under 
40 years of age who have demonstrated excellence  
in business, leadership and community involvement.

2014                
Miguel Aguirre, B.A., El Paso, accepted a position as 
medical examiner investigator for the El Paso County 
Office of the Medical Examiner after working for two 
years as a forensic investigator for the Harris County 
medical examiner’s office.

Bria Bell, B.A., Charlotte, North Carolina, is a 
multimedia journalist for CBS affiliate WBTV. 

Dominique (Ramirez) Wilson, B.A., Sahuarita, 
Arizona, and husband, Derek Wilson, welcome a 
daughter, born May 31, 2017. Dominique and her 
daughter are survivors of HELLP Syndrome, a rare 
but serious condition that appears in less than 1 
percent of all pregnancies. The Wilsons want to raise 
awareness of HELLP, which is an abbreviation of the 
three main features of the syndrome: Hemolysis, 
Elevated Liver enzymes and Low Platelet count.

2016                
Kiara Brown, B.A., Victoria, reported she is happily 
working at Head Start in Victoria, raising two rescue 
cats and in the process of adopting a beautiful  
little girl. She wrote, “Thank you for getting me here, 
St. Mary’s!”

Nicholas Johnson, M.B.A., San Antonio,  
and Andrea Espinosa married on Oct. 7, 2017.

Julissa Carielo (B.B.A. ’95), San Antonio, was 
inducted into the San Antonio Women’s Hall 
of Fame. Carielo is president of Tejas Premier 
Building Contractor, Inc., and a champion of 
women-owned businesses. She has worked 
to blaze a trail for other women through 
organizations, including the Hispanic Chamber  
of Commerce, District 9 Small Business 
Advisory Board, Hispanic Contractors 
Association and the National Association  
of Women Business Owners.

Submit your class notes
If you enjoy reading what your 
classmates are up to, then share  
what you are doing as well.  
Submit your information at  
alumni.stmarytx.edu/class-notes. 

Class Notes Submission Deadlines 
Summer issue: May 15 
Fall issue: Sept. 15
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by Amanda Bustos

What began as an experience many St. Mary’s students know and 
love — passionate professors creating an intimate learning environment 
— became an essential puzzle piece to the love story of Claire Seifert 
and Robert Gray, seven years after they met.

Seifert (B.A. ’13, M.S. ’16), the University’s first Environmental 
Science graduate who stayed at St. Mary’s to pursue a master’s degree  
in Engineering Systems Management, met Gray (B.A. ’15) in Fall 2011 
in Geology lab, led by David Turner, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
Environmental Science.

“Dr. Turner would often foster a fun classroom environment during 
lab and would encourage all (seven) of us to talk with one another,” 
Seifert said.

After Seifert picked on Gray for getting the last lemon bar during 
class, he brought her a pastry to make up for it, a move that would 
change his life forever.

Though Seifert and Gray went separate ways after that semester, their 

paths crossed again in Fall 2013, when they unknowingly registered 
for the same computer programing class. Gray then sat next to “the girl 
from Geology lab.”

A semester later, Seifert invited the “funny guy” from class to hang 
out. Shortly after, they decided to explore their special chemistry — 
becoming soulmates in the process.

On Christmas Eve 2016, the couple’s third Christmas together, 
Seifert received a special gift from Gray.

“He put the ring in my new stocking and asked me to open it. When 
I felt the little box, I knew, and he got on one knee and asked me to 
marry him,” Seifert said.

The couple will wed in April.
“Before St. Mary’s, I never thought I could graduate from a college, 

much less get a master’s,” Seifert said. “But St. Mary’s allowed me that 
growth. I learned I could do more than I ever thought possible, and of 
course it led me to Robert, who I never would have met otherwise.”   ■

Couple finds love after meeting in Geology lab
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1930s    

1938 Robert Edwin Seng, B.S., Seattle, 
died Dec. 29, 2017, at the age of 101.

1940s    

1941 Elmer G. Wilke, B.S.C., San Antonio, 
died Oct. 26, 2017.

1947 George Peter De Winne Sr., CL,  
San Antonio, died Sept. 25, 2017.

1949 Ted Z. Robertson, LL.B., Dallas, died 
Oct. 13, 2017. Jose T. Sepulveda, D.D.S., 
CL, San Antonio, died Dec. 22, 2017.

1950s    

1951 Nolie R. Torbert, B.B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Jan. 8, 2018.

1953 Lt. Col. Rafael Garcia Jr., U.S. Army, 
Ret., B.A., Madison, Connecticut, died  
Dec. 29, 2017. Sister Catherine Killoran, 
CL, San Antonio, died Nov. 9, 2017.

1954 Donald Hearne Bender, B.B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Sept. 30, 2017.

1955 Leonard John “Buzzy” Gittinger, 
B.B.A., LL.B., San Antonio, died  
Dec. 31, 2017. Frank G. Liberto, B.B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Nov. 5, 2017.

1956 Santiago Jim Silva, B.A., Silver 
Springs, Maryland, died Oct. 28, 2017.

1957 Daniel J. Grahmann, B.B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Aug. 9, 2017. Anthony 
deHaro “Tony” Welch, B.A., Ormand 
Beach, Florida, died March 1, 2017.

1958 Robert R. Montemayor, B.B.A.,  
J.D., San Antonio, died Oct. 7, 2017.  
Ned A. Small, B.S., San Antonio, died  
Nov. 25, 2017. Willis Neal Terry, B.B.A., 
San Antonio, died Nov. 28, 2017.

1959 Melvin Joseph Camp Sr., B.B.A., 
Austin, died Nov. 12, 2017. Juan Jose 
Segovia, B.B.A., San Antonio, died  
Oct. 6, 2017.

1960s    

1961 Daniel A. Dupre, B.A., San Antonio, 
died Nov. 18, 2017. Jose Ramón Hinojosa, 

B.A., Brownsville, died Aug. 22, 2017. 
Michael Thomas Pledge, B.B.A., M.A. ’65, 
San Antonio, died Sept. 29, 2017.

1962 Roberto J. Yzaguirre, B.A., J.D. ’68, 
Edinburg, died Nov. 23, 2017.

1963 Manning Bruce Pletz, CL,  
San Antonio, died Oct. 22, 2017. 

1964 Ralph Pressy, B.A., Ocala, Florida, 
died Sept. 30, 2017. Elroy D. Simnacher, 
LL.B., Lubbock, died Oct. 12, 2017.  
John D. Wennermark, B.A., LL.B., 
Boerne, died Sept. 30, 2017.

1966 Francis Eubank Lynch, B.B.A., 
Davenport, Iowa, died Oct. 2, 2017.  
Wayne T. Mendocino, B.A., J.D. ’67,  
San Antonio, died Oct. 8, 2017.

1968 Gilbert R. Cruz, B.A., M.A. ’70,  
San Antonio, died Oct. 17, 2017. Douglas  
B. Kruppa, B.B.A., Fair Oaks Ranch,  
died Oct. 14, 2017. Patrick Powers Thomas, 
J.D., San Antonio, died Oct. 10, 2017.

1969 Joel Edward Hudgins, B.A., 
Westminster, Colorado, died June 9, 2017. 
Samuel Indrigo, M.B.A., San Antonio,  
died Dec. 15, 2017. Sammy Frank Scrivano, 
B.B.A., Boerne, died Jan. 15, 2018.

1970s    

1970 Col. David Teal Kuntz, U.S. Air 
Force, Ret., M.A., Ashburn, Virginia,  
died Jan. 5, 2018. Catherine Ann 
“Grammy” Prater, M.A., San Antonio,  
died Sept. 23, 2017.

1971 Robert Winston Geissler, J.D., 
McAllen, died Dec. 24, 2017. Michael 
David Pish, B.S., San Antonio, died Jan. 12, 
2018.

1972 Barrett “Keith” Brown, J.D., 
Sherman, died Oct. 14, 2017. Robert Barco 
Maldonado, B.A., San Antonio, died  
Sept. 20, 2017.

1973 Paula Sue Dlugosz, J.D., San Antonio, 
died Dec. 16, 2017. Elvira T. Guerra, 
B.B.A., San Antonio, died Nov. 12, 2017. 
Sister Margaret Ann Moser, O.S.U., M.A., 
Dallas, died Nov. 16, 2017.

1975 Larry Mack Andrews, B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Sept. 26, 2017.

1976 Eliecer Barreiro, B.A., McAllen, died 
June 29, 2017. A.D. “Jake” Jacobson, B.A., 
J.D. ’79, San Antonio, died Oct. 21, 2017. 
George Lange, B.A., San Antonio, died  
Jan. 6, 2018.

1978 Stephen Howard Cole, M.A.,  
San Antonio, died Dec. 4, 2017. Lt. Col. 
John W. Gilboux, U.S. Army, Ret., J.D., 
San Antonio, died Nov. 19, 2017.

1979 Lorenzo Gonzalez, B.S., San Antonio, 
died Oct. 10, 2017. Lawson “Wayne” 
Pickering, J.D., San Antonio, died  
Nov. 5, 2017.

1980s    

1980 William Ferrand “Bill” Webber, J.D., 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, died Jan. 1, 2018. 
Burtrust Tobias Wilson III, B.A.S.,  
San Antonio, died Nov. 30, 2017.

1981 Timothy Dooley, J.D., Anchorage, 
Alaska, died Dec. 2, 2017.

1982 Travis Richard “Rick” Alley, J.D., 
Aledo, died Sept. 5, 2017.

1990s    

1992 Carlos Antonio Garcia, B.A.,  
San Antonio, died Jan. 3, 2018.

1998 Susan Katherine Bukala, M.A.,  
San Antonio, died Oct. 8, 2017.

1999 Shelley Alisa Nieto Dahlberg, J.D., 
Austin, died Jan. 8, 2018.

2000s    

2000 Jason Walker Fatheree, J.D., Frisco, 
died Sept. 28, 2017.

2003 Roberto Pachecano, B.A., Mico,  
died Dec. 13, 2017.

2010s    

2011 Joseph Alfonso Guajardo, J.D., 
Austin, died Nov. 19, 2017.

FRIENDSWE’LLMISS
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Tradition
                     Giving
Trustee chair supports Catholic Intellectual Tradition

by Robin J. Johnson (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’13) 

Martin Beirne (J.D. ’69), Chairman of the St. Mary’s Board 
of Trustees, has significantly impacted the future of  St. Mary’s 
University and the School of Law — twice. 

His first contribution came as a law student, as one of the 
founding editors of the St. Mary’s Law Journal in 1969. The 
second was the $1 million gift in September that he and his 
wife, Kathleen, made to the St. Mary’s Defining Moment 

Comprehensive Campaign, endowing the Beirne Director for 
the Center for Catholic Studies.

 The gift will provide leadership for the Center 
as it examines the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. 
Students of all ages and Catholics from across Texas 
will have the opportunity to deepen their faith by 
exploring the fields of theology, philosophy, the 
sciences, social policy, law, the arts and culture 
and their intersection with Catholicism.

“It’s important that we have a sense that 
education is not only about the person and 
their financial interest,” Beirne said, “but the 
person as a whole and what it means to be a 
good person.” 

Beirne’s desire to give back was shaped by 
his experiences as a law student. 

 In the early stages of law school,   
Beirne realized “all successful law schools 
had a law journal.” With encouragement 
and support from then-Dean Ernest Raba  
(B.A. ’34, LL.B. ’37) and University President 
Charles W. Neumann, S.M., Beirne and his 
classmates founded the St. Mary’s Law Journal, 
which kept the School of Law competitive. 

 It was an experience that had a 
“monumental effect” on Beirne, who went on 
to receive numerous professional honors as a 

practicing attorney, including being named a 
“Lion of the Texas Bar” by Texas Lawbook. 

  “It demonstrated the school’s faith in its 
student body to turn the law students loose on  

that type of endeavor,” he said of the journal, 
which celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2019.  

“I’m very proud of the fact they invested that kind of 
confidence in us. 

 “And that’s what St. Mary’s gave me: the confidence, 
as well as the full educational opportunity, to become  

a lawyer.”
 For more information on the Defining Moment 

Comprehensive Campaign, visit www.stmarytx.edu/
definingmoment.   ■
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Unleashing some stress
Hazel the pooch spreads the love during the Study Break 
with Puppies event in December. Student Life brought in 
therapy dogs from Delta Pet Partners of San Antonio to 
help ease students’ final exams stress.




