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MISSION

St. Mary’s University,
as a Catholic Marianist University,

fosters the formation of people in faith
and educates leaders for the common good

through community,
integrated liberal arts and professional education,

and academic excellence.

Making Connections
With the click of a mouse, you can stay 

up-to-date on St. Mary’s groundbreaking 

news and reconnect with old classmates. 

St. Mary’s is now on Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube and Flickr, and you can even 

subscribe to your favorite St. Mary’s RSS 

feeds. To get started, be sure to visit:

www.stmarytx.edu/socialmedia

On the front cover:

We’re number 1! Students share the good news 
of St. Mary’s recent top national ranking by 

Washington Monthly magazine. St. Mary’s leads 
master’s-level universities throughout the country 

in social mobility, research and service (see news 
item on page 3).

“Institutions like St. Mary’s and our other top 
ranked master’s and baccalaureate institutions 

don’t spend a lot of time and money chasing after 
fame and glory. They’re too busy serving their 

students and communities well. In doing so, they 
have a lot to teach academia about giving back to 

the country.”
- Erin Dillon, senior policy analyst at Education Sector, 

an independent think tank in Washington, D.C.

On the back cover:

St. Mary’s prides itself on service—our dedication 
to it is a primary reason for our No. 1 ranking 
in Washington Monthly—and Continuing the 
Heritage is the flagship semi-annual program 

on campus that attracts growing numbers of 
volunteers each semester. 

E-Talk, St. Mary’s electronic newsletter, is another way to stay 

connected. Sent in early September, November, February, April and 

June, this feature-filled newsletter helps us to keep you current on 

what’s happening on campus. E-Talk is mailed electronically to your 

preferred e-mail address, as long as we have it on file.

Need to update your e-mail and/or other pertinent information 

about yourself? Go to www.stmarytx.edu/alumni and click on 

Alumni Update Form. Here you can provide updates, including new 

jobs, marriages, recent accomplishments and more.



FROM THE EDITOR

     Change can be difficult, but it often presents 
new opportunities. Case in point: after 21 years, Steve 
Weed, publications director and graphic designer 
extraordinaire, moved on to greener pastures. Literally. 
Today he’s living in Colorado and spending time 
“doing art”—photography and painting mainly—
which he is passionate about. We’ll miss him, but our 
new graphic designer, Jeanna Goodrich, is already 
making her mark…which is evident in her first design 
of Gold & Blue. We hope you like it as much as we do 
and look forward to your feedback.

     Around the world, professed and lay Marianists 
are celebrating the “Year of Chaminade.” Marianists, 
inspired by Chaminade, came to this country in the 
1840s to establish many educational institutions, 
St. Mary’s among them. Read President Cotrell’s 
message about Chaminade’s vision and philosophy of 
education (page 26). As a community, we will come 
together often to discuss the life and teachings of 
Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, culminating in 
the 250th anniversary of his birth on April 8, 2011.

     Enrollment at St. Mary’s jumped five percent 
this fall! We recognize the sacrifices families make 
to send their children to St. Mary’s, and we do not 
take for granted students choosing to come here. 
“Distinctively Catholic: Keeping the Faith in Higher 
Education” by the Rev. Jim Heft, S.M., helps us 
understand the challenges Catholic colleges and 
universities face to remain true to their missions. You’ll 
also read about alumna Dottie Laster and her work 
in the disturbing world of human trafficking, as well 
as the good works of alumnus Greg Pardo, trustee 
Harvey Najim and several of our outstanding faculty.

     Speaking of outstanding, in our last issue of the 
magazine, we stated that Baseball Coach Charlie Migl 
had been named Coach of the Year for the fourth time 
in his career. Actually, he’s received that distinction 11 
times. Sorry, Charlie, and way to go!

     Please take a moment to look at our Honor 
Roll of Donors. Many of you are among them, and we 
invite you who are not to join their ranks. Through the 
generosity of thousands of alumni and friends, 
St. Mary’s continues to fulfill its mission. Thanks to 
you who make annual gifts to St. Mary’s and thanks to 
all of you for your continued prayers and support.

— Candy Kuebker
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Short Subjects

Washington Monthly, U.S. News 
Among Top Recognitions 

In late August, Washington Monthly 
magazine released its ranking of 
America’s Best Master’s Universities 
and Baccalaureate Colleges, and 
St. Mary’s University is first in the nation 
in the category of Master’s Universities. 
The magazine’s rankings are based on 
graduation rates and on how well the 
university performs as an engine of social 
mobility, how well it does in fostering 
scientific and humanistic research, and 
how well it promotes an ethic of service to 
country.

In addition, U.S. News Media Group, in 
its 2011 edition of Best Colleges, includes 
St. Mary’s, which is ranked seventh in the 
West in the “Great Schools, Great Prices” 
category. This marks the 17th consecutive 
year St. Mary’s has appeared in the top tier 
of colleges and universities in the West 
region. St. Mary’s is also ranked No. 19 

in the West for academic reputation. The 
formula used to determine which schools 
offer the best value, “Great Schools, Great 
Prices,” relates a school’s high academic 
quality to cost per student. Thus, the higher 
the quality of the academic program, and 
the lower the cost, the better the deal is 
for a student receiving the average level of 
need-based financial aid.

Finally, Forbes’ list of “America’s Best 
Colleges” for 2011 listed St. Mary’s in the 
top 610 schools nationally, which places 
the University in the top seven percent of 
more than 6,600 accredited post-secondary 
institutions. The ranking recognizes 
academic excellence, high graduation 
rates, best value and graduates’ long-term 
earning power. 

Education Trust Lists St. Mary’s 
Among “Small Gaps” Schools

New reports released by The Education 
Trust examine the graduation gaps 
between whites and minorities at U.S. 
colleges and universities. With nearly the 

same graduation rates among Hispanics 
and whites, St. Mary’s is identified on the 
“Small Gaps” list. 

The Education Trust’s national studies 
of minority students’ graduation rates 
found that even though 57 percent of all 
students who enroll earn diplomas, the 
graduation rates for different groups of 
students are vastly different. Nationally, 
60 percent of whites but only 49 percent 
of Latinos and 40 percent of African 
Americans who start college hold 
bachelor’s degrees six years later. 

Only two Texas public universities 
and six private universities made the 
“Small Gaps” list for graduating Hispanic 
students, and St. Mary’s has the highest 
graduation rates of the two San Antonio 
universities on the list.

Computer Engineering 
Gets ABET Nod

The St. Mary’s bachelor’s of science 
degree program in computer engineering 
has received its initial six-year accreditation 
by the Engineering Accreditation 
Commission of the ABET Inc., the 
recognized accrediting agency of college 
and university programs in applied science, 
computing, engineering and technology. In 
addition, ABET accreditation was again 
granted to the St. Mary’s electrical and 
industrial engineering programs, marking 
nearly 30 years that the two programs have 
been ABET certified. 

The computer engineering program is 
the first in San Antonio to be accredited 
by ABET, and one of only 11 in Texas. 
Accreditation is a voluntary, peer-review 
process that requires programs to undergo 
comprehensive, periodic evaluations that 
are conducted by teams of volunteer 
professionals working in industry, 
government, academia and private practice 
within the ABET disciplines. The review 
focuses on program curricula, faculty, 
facilities, institutional support and other 
important areas. 

F RO M  A RO U N D  T H E  G RO V E
news

extras
W E B

Want more news?
Go online!

www.stmarytx.edu/fall_extras

Professor Reamey Awarded
Culture Medal of Honor

President Taps Laredo Judge and 
Alum for Federal Post

Revitalization Project Reports 
More Progress

Three Among Texas’ 
Greatest Lawyers

Another Golden Trowel Award 
for a St. Mary’s Facility

Library Receives First-rate 
Designation

Rigney Named Professor Emeritus

Gold    Blue&2 www.stmarytx.edu



Graduates’ Pay Potential 
Ranks High

According to a report by online 
salary-tracker PayScale.com, St. Mary’s 
graduates’ long-term earning potential 
places St. Mary’s first in San Antonio and 
fourth among Texas’ private colleges and 
universities. St. Mary’s ranks in the top 20 
percent among schools in the South.

According to PayScale.com, St. Mary’s 
graduates’ mid-career median pay is 
$79,100. This is based on annual pay for 
graduates with bachelor’s degrees and, on 
average, 15 years of work experience. 

While St. Mary’s faculty provides 
students with a strong academic 
background relevant in today’s world, the 
University’s Career Services and Service 
Learning Center helps students prepare 
for the job market by making them aware 
of valuable internship and community 
service projects that will help them become 
more well rounded and experienced future 
employees.

High Performance Lab 
Coming to St. Mary’s

St. Mary’s University’s School of 
Science, Engineering and Technology 
was recently awarded a nearly $150,000 
grant from the Army High Performance 
Computing Research Center of the U.S. 
Army Research Laboratory to establish a 
Linux cluster laboratory.

This new high performance computing 
platform laboratory will support 
collaborative research at St. Mary’s, as 
well as at other educational and research 
institutions in the San Antonio area 
by allowing St. Mary’s faculty and 
their collaborating research partners to 
run large simulation models. The new 
laboratory will also support innovative 
teaching and collaborative research in high 
performance and advanced computing at 
the undergraduate and graduate levels.

Professors Wenbin Luo, Ph.D., 
and Djaffer Ibaroudene, Ph.D., of the 

Department of Engineering are the 
principal investigators on the project and 
will oversee its implementation.

St. Mary’s Named a 2010 
Best Value Law School

The St. Mary’s School of Law was 
selected by preLaw magazine as one of the 
2010 Best Value Law Schools in the U.S.

The fall issue of preLaw named 60 law 
schools across the country that met criteria 
deeming them the best education for 
the value. St. Mary’s is one of 11 private 
institutions on the list and the only private 
institution in Texas to be included. 

According to preLaw, law schools 
are included if their graduates’ bar pass 
rate is higher than the state average, 
average indebtedness is below $100,000, 
employment rate nine months after 
graduation is 85 percent or higher, and the 
school’s tuition is less than $35,000 a year 
for in-state residents. 

Newsmakers

Texas Business Hall of Fame 
Picks Valadez for Scholarship  

 Juan Valadez Jr. of St. Mary’s is among 
19 students awarded scholarships by the 
Texas Business Hall of Fame Foundation. 
In its 28th year, the Houston-based 
foundation honors members of the 
state’s business community and assists 
future entrepreneurs and leaders. The 
Texas Business Hall of Fame has given 
more than $3 million in scholarships to 
students pursuing an education at Texas 
colleges and universities. Juan will receive 
an unrestricted $10,000 at an awards 
luncheon in November. 

Public Service Professor 
is Recognized

St. Mary’s Professor of Public Service 
in Residence Alex Briseño has been 
recognized by the Texas City Management 
Association (TCMA) as a “Legacy 
Leader.”  The TCMA Legacy Leaders 

The new academic year brought with 
it new academic experiences and choices 
for students, including new degrees and 
a new core curriculum that will engage 
students in community service projects.

The freshman 2010 class is the first to 
begin course requirements of the newly 
established St. Mary’s Core and School 
Specific Core. Initiated by St. Mary’s 
President Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D., the 
St. Mary’s Core establishes a new 
curriculum for all undergraduate 
students that will help instill a sense of 
civic engagement and a commitment to 
community service.

Students enrolling at St. Mary’s this 
year also have new degrees and a new 
degree track to choose from. This fall, 
in the Bill Greehey School of Business, 

a new management major replaces the 
previous human resources and general 
business majors. 

Also new this fall, the School of 
Science, Engineering and Technology 
(SET) is offering a pre-med concentration 
under engineering science for students 
who want to pursue careers in traditional 
medicine and/or biomedical engineering.  
And, in response to the need for more 
convenient, but still academically strong, 
graduate programs for professionals, 
next spring SET is introducing an online 
master’s degree in software engineering. 

St. Mary’s continues to respond to 
the needs of society by adding degree 
programs like the aforementioned and 
the three forensic science degree options 
offered last year for the first time.

New Degrees Introduced,
Core Requires Community Service

Gold    Blue& 3FALL 2010



Project was formed to capture historical 
documentation of forerunners to the 
council-manager form of government in 
the State of Texas. Briseño and others were 
recognized in June at the TCMA Annual 
Conference.

Before retiring, Briseño was a public 
servant for the City of San Antonio for 24 
years, including city manager for 11 years. 
He joined the St. Mary’s faculty in the 
spring of 2002. Briseño teaches graduate 
courses in the public administration 
program, drawing on his years of public 
service experience to enhance students’ 
understanding of city government.

Alumna Is Top Latina Judge
The Hispanic 

National Bar 
Association has 
announced that  
St. Mary’s University 
School of Law 
alumna and 144th 
Criminal District 
Court Judge 
Catherine Torres-

Stahl (B.A. ’88, J.D. ’93) is Latina Judge of 
the Year. 

She was recognized at the 2010 
Hispanic National Bar Association Annual 
Convention in September in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Torres-Stahl, a San Antonio native, 
graduated from Fox Tech High School 
before attending St. Mary’s and the School 
of Law. Prior to her election to the 144th 
District Court in 2006, she served as a 
San Antonio Municipal Court Judge. She 
cooperated with the City’s Community 
Initiatives Department to establish the 
Teen Court, which has been in operation 
since 2002.

Among her many accomplishments, 
Torres-Stahl has been recognized by 
St. Mary’s Center for Legal and Social 
Justice with the Amicus Award, Fox Tech 
High School’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award and Texas Teen Court Association’s 
Hall of Fame Award. She has served as 
president of the Mexican-American Bar 
Association and co-chair of the Judicial 
Council for the Hispanic National Bar 
Association. 

Distinguished Law Graduates 
to be Honored

St. Mary’s School of Law has named 
Bexar County Probate Judge Polly Jackson 
Spencer ( J.D. ’76) and Houston attorney 
Charles A. Beckham Jr. ( J.D. ’79) as 
the 2010 St. Mary’s Distinguished Law 
Graduates. The annual award is given to 
individuals with outstanding achievements 
in the legal profession and dedicated 
service to St. Mary’s School of Law.

Spencer has served as judge for Bexar 
County Probate Court No. 1 since 1990. 
She began her career with Fulbright & 
Jaworski in Houston and is a fellow of 
both the Texas Bar Foundation and San 
Antonio Bar Foundation. She served as a 
member of the Supreme Court Task Force 
on Judicial Appointments for the State of 
Texas, chair of the Bexar County Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Advisory 
Committee, and member of the Policy 
Maker Task Force for the Integration of 
Behavioral Health Care in Bexar County. 

An accomplished attorney with more 
than 25 years experience, Charles A. 
Beckham Jr. is a partner with Haynes 
and Boone LLP in Houston where 
he specializes in bankruptcy, business 
restructuring and energy issues. For the 
past five years, he has been recognized 
by Chambers USA as one of the leading 
practitioners in Texas for bankruptcy.

The portrait of The Hon. Paul Andrew 

“Andy” Mireles (B.A. ’72, J.D. ’75), who 

served as judge of the 73rd Judicial 

District Court from 1989 to 2009, and 

for 15 years on the St. Mary’s Law Alumni 

Association Board of Directors, was 

unveiled Sept. 8 on the Sarita Kenedy East 

Law Library Law Alumni Room’s Wall of 

Honor. Mireles, a beloved and revered 

juvenile judge, was posthumously awarded 

the St. Mary’s University Distinguished 

Alumnus Award in 2010. The San Antonio 

Bar Association honored him with its 

President’s Award three times. 

Mireles’ Portrait Unveiled

President Cotrell, Margaret Mireles, widow of Judge Andrew Mireles, and Dean Charles 
Cantú reveal the portrait of Judge Mireles.

Torres-Stahl

BECKHAM SPENCERGold    Blue&4 www.stmarytx.edu



Good Deeds

Four Decades, $8.4 Million
The Marianist Trust has awarded 

more than $300,000 to St. Mary’s for the 
2010-2011 academic year, marking nearly 
four decades of assistance to St. Mary’s 
students. Of this year’s gift, $260,600 is for 
undergraduate scholarships, $20,000 for 
graduate scholarships, and the remainder 
for operational support of the Marianist 
Leadership Program. 

With the quality of incoming students 
on the rise, and with 93 percent of 
St. Mary’s undergraduates who apply for 
aid qualifying for need-based financial 
assistance, scholarships are of critical 
importance, and their availability often 
makes the difference when students choose 
which college to attend. Over the years, 
Marianist-funded scholarships have helped 
hundreds of students make their decisions.

According to President Emeritus Rev. 
John A. Leies, S.M., the Marianist Trust 
was set up in 1972 by members of the 
Society of Mary who were working at 
the University. For many years, professed 
religious contributed the majority of 
their salaries to a special fund. The goal 
of establishing the Trust was to use the 
fund’s earnings to help St. Mary’s fulfill 
its mission. This year alone, more than 
80 students are receiving scholarship 
assistance from the Trust.

Since it was established, contributions 
to the Trust (which, in recent years, 
includes gifts from the Marianist Province) 
total more than $8.4 million.

     
Alkek Foundation Grants 
$200,000 to St. Mary’s

The Albert and Margaret Alkek 
Foundation, named after the late Albert 
Alkek, a former member of the Board of 
Trustees, and his wife, granted $200,000 to 
St. Mary’s. The grant is awarded through 
a competitive process, and St. Mary’s 
has been a consistent recipient of the 
award that is available annually. This year, 

the grant has been awarded to the Bill 
Greehey School of Business to transform 
a meeting room in the Albert B. Alkek 
Business Building into a state-of-the-art 
video conferencing room. In addition, 
the grant will provide technology and 
equipment upgrades for three additional 
classrooms in the building. In previous 
years, the grant has been used to update 
and renovate the Academic Media Center 
in the Louis J. Blume Academic Library 
and for technology enhancements in the 
Counselor Education and Family Life 
Center.

Albert Alkek attended St. Mary’s in the 
late 1920s and early 1930s. Although he 
did not complete his degree, the Marianists 
and their mission of education were 
always close to his heart. A half century 
after Albert left St. Mary’s, his grandson, 
Charles Williams, attended the business 
school where he earned an MBA by taking 
classes in the Albert B. Alkek Business 
Building, the construction of which was 
made possible by a gift given by Albert and 
Margaret. 

After leaving St. Mary’s, Albert got 
involved in the Texas oil industry. His 
success in business—he counted ranching, 
banking and oil among his business 
interests—eventually brought him wealth 
and the distinction of being recognized 
as one of the most influential patrons of 
healthcare, education and the arts in Texas.  

Mentor, Innovation Inspire Gifts
Thirty-five years ago, Terrence Ford 

(B.B.A. ’75) earned his degree and said 
goodbye to St. Mary’s. The executive vice 
president for Siemens Enterprise, who 
currently lives in the Washington, D.C. 
area, hadn’t set foot on the St. Mary’s 
campus since then. When a convention 
brought his wife, Eileen, to San Antonio 
this past August, Terry decided he’d 
tag along. The couple made a visit to 
the University and after a casual stroll 
across campus, they stopped in at the 
Development Office where Terry made his 
first-ever gift to his alma mater. 

While Ford said he was impressed 

with the experiential learning that was 
occurring in the student trading room in 
the Bill Greehey School of Business, he 
chose to contribute a $10,000 gift to the 
Entrepreneurial Scholars Program and 
the Brother Paul Goelz Scholarship Fund. 
Like most business students of his time, 
Terry knew Brother Paul as the dean of the 
School of Business and Administration, a 
teacher and mentor, and an early architect 
of entrepreneurial studies.

In addition, a $19,000 gift to 
St. Mary’s from the Estate of Frank K. 
Ribelin has been applied to the “Access 
St. Mary’s 2010” program that supports 
scholarships for incoming freshman 
students who demonstrate high academic 
ability and financial need. 

Ribelin, who died this past April in his 
hometown of Dallas, was not an alumnus 
of St. Mary’s University. He was, however, 
a strong supporter of Catholic education, 
and his gifts to Catholic schools and 
organizations were as generous as they 
were far-reaching. He graduated from 
Dallas Jesuit College Preparatory before 
earning a degree in business from Southern 
Methodist University. In the 1950s, Frank 
founded Riberglass, an industry-leading 
fiberglass raw materials distributor. Selling 
the business in 1987 gave him the time 
to focus on and expand his support of 
education, which included, among many 
other institutions, St. Mary’s University. 
Ribelin’s gift is being used to help some 
of the more than 100 Access St. Mary’s 
students in the freshman class of 2010. 

Four Decades, $8.4 Million
Marianist Trust Sponsors Scholarships

Brother Paul Goelz, S.M., Ph.D. inspired 
Terrence Ford to make his first gift to St. Mary’s.
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Sports Corner

Two Alums Enter Halls of Fame 

Robert C. “Bob” Letsch (B.A. ’65) 
of Racine, Wis., was inducted into the 
Wisconsin Basketball Hall of Fame 
earlier this month. Referred to as “The 
Legend” in Racine and around the state, 
Letsch graduated from St. Catherine’s 
in 1961 before enrolling at St. Mary’s 
where he played basketball and baseball. 
After graduating with a degree in 
physical education, Letsch returned to 
St. Catherine’s to teach social studies and 
physical education. As St. Catherine’s 
varsity coach for the past 31 years, Letsch’s 
squads have won nine conference titles 
and eight state championships. His career 
coaching record stands at 551 wins and 
209 losses.

Rene Garza (B.A. ’75), a San Antonio 
Fox Tech High School graduate, also 
earned his degree in physical education at 
St. Mary’s. In July, he was inducted into 
the Texas Girls Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame, becoming the first girls coach 
from the South Texas Valley region to be 
so honored. Garza has been head girls 
basketball coach at Mission High School 
for 14 seasons and has also coached boys 
basketball in both Weslaco and Mercedes. 
In his 34 years of coaching—with 26 as 
head coach—Garza’s career record stands 
at 483 wins and 272 losses.

Complex Groundbreaking Set 
for Next Summer

While fundraising continues for the 
Outdoor Sports Complex that will bring 
championship-caliber facilities for baseball, 
softball, soccer and tennis to St. Mary’s, 
plans move forward for breaking ground 
on the complex next June. Pictured is 
the architect’s rendering of the Softball 

Complex façade, whose design elements 
mirror those found on St. Louis Hall, 
Reinbolt Hall and the Barrett Memorial 
Bell Tower on campus.

(Go to www.stmarytx.edu/giving to learn 
more about the Extending the Tradition of 
Excellence campaign for scholarships and the 
Outdoor Sports Complex and how to make 
your gift.)

St. Mary’s baseball player Ryan 

Morrow was drafted in the 44th round 

of the Major League Baseball First Year 

Player Draft by the Atlanta Braves.  A 

junior from Bulverde, Morrow is the 

first draftee for the Rattlers since Caleb 

Staudt was taken in the 2007 draft by 

the Washington Nationals. Morrow, who 

has one more year of eligibility, returned 

to St. Mary’s this fall and will complete 

his degree this year.

A three-year starter at catcher 

for the Rattlers, Morrow earned All-

Heartland Conference recognition each 

of the last two years. He has a .343 

batting average over three years and has 

made 134 starts behind the plate (out 

of 135 games). Defensively, Morrow is 

one of the top catchers in the NCAA 

South Central Region, with only 13 

errors in 882 chances for a .985 fielding 

percentage. Last season, he received 

first team All-Heartland Conference 

recognition and was the recipient of the 

first-ever Heartland Conference Gold 

Glove at catcher.

Morrow came to St. Mary’s from 

Smithson Valley High School, where he 

was an all-district player and helped lead 

Smithson Valley to a state championship.

Morrow Drafted by Atlanta Braves

GARZA, B.A. ’75LETSCH, B.A. ’65
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San Antonio, St. Mary’s Picked 
for Championships

 The NCAA notified San Antonio that 
it has been awarded the rights to host 
several NCAA championships, and some 
of that competition will take place at 
St. Mary’s. Bill Greehey Arena is the site 
for the 2012 and 2013 NCAA Division II 
Women’s Basketball Championship.

The city also will host the 2011 and 
2012 Division III Men’s and Women’s 
Soccer Championships as well as the 
NCAA Men’s and Women’s Fencing 
Championships in 2012 and 2013.

San Antonio Sports bids on the right 
to host such events and has been successful 
in bringing numerous men’s and women’s 
Final Four tournaments to the city. 
Hosting such competitions strengthens 
San Antonio’s—and St. Mary’s—ties 
with the NCAA, strengthens the city’s 
reputation as a sports championship 
destination, and has a significant economic 
impact on the community.    

St. Mary’s men’s golfer Matt Vela 

was named PING/NCAA Division 

II second team All-American by the 

Golf Coaches Association of America 

for his play during last season. The 

award marked the second time that 

Vela has been named All-American 

and the sixth time that a Rattler 

men’s golfer has received NCAA 

Division II All-American honors over 

the last eight years.

Vela had the best stroke average 

on the team and finished in the top 

five in five tournaments, including 

first place finishes at the Heartland 

Conference Tournament and the 

St. Mary’s Spring Break Duel. He 

is the sixth St. Mary’s men’s golfer 

to win the Heartland Conference 

individual crown. A bonafide scholar-

athlete, Vela was a member of the 

2008-2009 team that won the 

National Golf Coaches Association 

Division II Academic National 

Championship. 

Vela Named
All-American in Golf

n

Fall Sports 
Underway

Only a month into 
the season, the St. Mary’s 
women’s and men’s soccer 
and volleyball teams had 
already combined to take 
home four conference 
awards.

Pictured, from left: 
junior Mallory Moeller; 
senior Sean Strater; 
and freshman Jamey 
Coronado.
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HUMAN

my

ENDto

Trafficking

FIGHTGLOBAL

by Dottie Laster (M.A. ’03)

It touches everyone. It’s not something that 

occurs only outside the U.S., it happens 

in every country and in every state. 

Helping some of the world’s most 

marginalized citizens gain their freedom 

is what satisfies me most.  "

H uman     traff     i c k i ng

i s  e v erywhere       .
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But that women like Kiki continue to 
suffer these injustices is more of the rule 
than the exception, and a lack of education 
is at its root. Everyone from police officers to 
landlords are unaware of the telltale signs of 
human trafficking, meaning people continue 
to be arrested, detained, and faced with 
deportation rather than provided with relief.  

My compassion for these victims was 
solidified one day when I heard a story on the 
news. A ship was floating around the ocean 
with children on it bound for slavery. When 
the people manning the ship learned that 
military units were waiting for them to enter 
port, they bailed, leaving the children behind. 
Being a mother myself, I was furious.

Even though I didn’t know what I 
could do about issues like these, I realized 
at that moment that I wasn’t reaching my 
potential. I went back to college to finish my 
undergraduate degree—which had been 20 
years in the making—and graduated from the 
University of Texas at San Antonio in 2002. 

Because I had been a nontraditional 
student, raising my family before finishing 
school, and because I did not have a clear 
vision of what I wanted to do with my degree, 
I was shy and lacked confidence in myself. 
When I came to St. Mary’s to pursue a 
graduate degree, I was so nervous and anxious 
about my first semester. It was challenging 
to stay on top of the rigorous workload in 
addition to my duties as a parent. 

However, my desire to learn was stronger 
than my fears and worries. For the first time 
in my life, I was taking courses that answered 
questions I had about real-world events and 
how they affected individuals.

A  global       perspect        i v e
I began working on human trafficking 

while earning my master’s in international 
relations, and in the same way that today I 
help my clients find a path toward a new life, 
the time at my alma mater took me down a 
similar road of self-discovery, fulfillment and 
success.

One semester, the President’s Peace 
Commission (PPC) at St. Mary’s hosted 
Laura Lederer, Ph.D., a senior adviser on 
trafficking in persons for the U.S. State 
Department. She spoke about the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act, which protects people 
enslaved within the United States. I knew, in 
that moment, that I had found my career. 

Because understanding the law is integral 
to aiding trafficked individuals, I went to 

Budapest and Paris to study arbitration and 
conflict resolution between cultures with a 
history of war.

My classmates in Europe were the 
very people I had been studying since my 
undergraduate years. They came from war torn 
countries and told me first-hand about the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflicts and the Russian-
Georgian crisis. The world opened up to me. 
I was interacting with the very people I had 

only heard about. 
I returned to 
St. Mary’s 
to finish my 
last semester 
with a new 
understanding of 
the individual’s 
experience 
in countries 
struggling with 
war. 

I graduated in 
2003 and worked 
for YMCA 
International 
Services in 
Houston, 
a refugee 

resettlement agency where I met victims of 
war and genocide from around the world. I 
was interested in their stories and fascinated 
by their urge to survive. The lectures, readings, 
discussions and theories I learned while at 
St. Mary’s were now embodied in the people 
receiving assistance in my office. 

Working at the YMCA under an 
18-month Department of Justice grant to 
serve victims of trafficking, I trained law 
enforcement how to identify and respond to 
their unique needs. Just a month after starting 
my job, I was sent to Florida for the first-
ever national human trafficking conference. 
I was one of 500 people nationwide selected 
as guests of the Department of Justice. We 
were welcomed by then President George 
W. Bush, Gov. Jeb Bush, Attorney General 
John Ashcroft and Department of Homeland 
Security’s Asa Hutchinson. 

It was amazing to see the importance that 
the United States placed upon combating 
slavery and how the most powerful people in 
our nation wanted to help the most vulnerable 
people in the world. 

At that conference, I was part of 
discussions about launching task forces across 
the nation. Houston’s Human Trafficking 

Rescue Alliance (HTRA) was the next to 
be formed, and I co-wrote the grant for the 
HTRA and even spoke beside Sen. John 
Cornyn ( J.D. ’77) at a press conference. 

H arness      i ng  
new    med   i a  as   teach    i ng  
tools  

I next went to California to lead another 
task force and to train law enforcement 
officials, university students and community 
groups about human trafficking. I also 
collaborated with celebrities like Anne Archer, 
Lee Purcell and Daryl Hannah, whose high 
profiles helped me gain attention to the 
cause as well as make training sessions more 
interesting than any PowerPoint presentation. 

Another way to engage audiences was 
through the power of film. Michael Cory 
Davis, whom I met through a mutual friend in 
Los Angeles, directed a film called Svetlana’s 
Journey about a victim of human trafficking. 
I used his movie as a tool to demonstrate 
the reality of trafficking. It helped people 
understand the victim’s experience. 

But because Svetlana’s story took place 
abroad, my trainees didn’t believe trafficking 
was a significant threat to people residing in 
this country. To reverse this misconception, 
I worked on a documentary film called 
CARGO: Innocence Lost as a coordinating 
producer with Davis. Alongside the seasoned 
director, we created CARGO to get the 
word out that trafficking is real, and that it’s 
happening here in America.

I often look back at how St. Mary’s helped 
prepare me for the unique needs of my career 
path, and my foray into film was no different. 
At a screening of CARGO, I saw a familiar 
name on the guest list, John Carlos Frey. 

Frey was a filmmaker who visited 
St. Mary’s while I was a graduate student 
to show his film The Gatekeeper. His movie 
details unrest along the United States-Mexico 
border, as well as the experiences of hopeful 
migrants. It told true stories of the people I 
was learning about in class at the time. 

I was inspired by how he got it so right. 
I remember asking so many questions after 
his screening, and he probably thought I was 
just an annoying graduate student. But at 
the CARGO screening, Frey and I were so 
pleasantly surprised that he was now watching 
my film.

For five years, my client Kiki (an alias) had been denied recognition as a victim of human trafficking. She and women 

like her lived on the margins of society without identification, citizenship or legal work status. They endured threats 

and abuses at the hands of exploitative and violent traffickers. And all without the protection of the law.

The Trafficking 
Victims Protection 
Act (TVPA) was 
signed into law in 
2000 by President 
Clinton and carried 
forward by President 
Bush. The TVPA 
was supported by 
individuals with 
diverse political 
perspectives, 
including then Sen. 
Hillary Clinton, Sen. 
John Cornyn, and 
Reps. Chris Smith 
and Loretta Sanchez.
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	 	   I found my own.Due to my background, I was in demand 
for many high-profile projects, such as 
MSNBC’s documentary Sex Slaves in America 
and ABC Primetime’s A Cinderella Story. 
I helped both networks connect with the 
right people, the right research and the right 
documentation. Through these projects I was 
able to combine my education, experiences 
and connections with the work that I love. 

U nco  v er  i ng   layers     
of   decept      i on

From the day I met Laura Lederer during 
St. Mary’s PPC program, I saw that I could 
make a difference by training businesses 
and organizations about trafficking. After 
working for two years in California under the 
18-month grant, I formed my own company, 
Laster Global Consulting, before heading 
back to Texas. By creating my own consulting 
company, I was reaching the goal I had set for 
myself back at St. Mary’s. 

Now I train business owners, attorneys, 
and governmental and nonprofit employees 
how to identify victims and prosecute 
traffickers. Training like this is in their own 
interest, because they may unknowingly be at 
financial risk due to recently enacted laws that 
have a zero-tolerance policy for slavery in any 
product or service. 

Traffickers target well-intentioned 
businesses or government contractors that 
might facilitate the trade of human beings, 
because they don’t want to use their own 
assets and resources. Often in roles as 
subcontractors or as managers, traffickers 
enter into a business agreement with any 
multinational company that has a structure 
amenable to the trafficking industry. 

The business owners think, “I only have 
to worry about my employees,” but new laws 
say that companies are responsible not only 
for employees, but subcontractors and those 
people’s dependents as well. If any of these 
are engaged in human trafficking activities, 
the employer may face severe financial losses, 
asset seizure, and can even be stripped of all 
government funding. 

P erse    v erance      
br  i ngs    new    hope  

New laws are doing a better job of 
protecting women like my client Kiki, who 
may well have been visible to the world as 
a legitimate employee, as a legal working 
citizen, or as a happy apartment tenant, but 
not for what she was—a victim of human 
trafficking.

My work was featured in the April 2010 
issue of Texas Monthly magazine in a story 
called “The Lost Girls” by Mimi Swartz. In 
that story, Kiki represented so many women 

that I’ve worked with.
Without the protection of the law that 

comes with citizenship and legal work status, 
these women are prey to any misstep. When 
Kiki was driving in Louisiana in 2009, she 
was involved in a low-impact collision, 
and when police asked her to provide 
documentation for herself, she couldn’t. The 
international driver’s license she believed was 
valid was actually false, and she wound up 
spending a year in jail because of it. 

To serve Kiki in this situation, I earned the 
necessary credentials to practice immigration 
law. Now, even though I am not an attorney, I 
am able to practice immigration law through 

status granted by the Board of Immigration 
Appeals and the Department of Justice. 
It took a substantial team effort, but with 
help I was able to get Kiki released after 
a year of detention, ending the long cycle 
of exploitation and abuse and marking the 
beginning of her future in the United States.  

The day Kiki was let out of jail, I drove to 
Louisiana to get her. Together we drove home 
to Houston where I had planned a surprise 
party for her. When we got to the restaurant, 

Mimi Swartz, the Texas Monthly writer was 
there, as well as the editorial editor of the 
Houston Chronicle, several elected officials, 
and my own family.

During the celebration I thought of how 
I began on this road – scared, shy, lacking 
confidence, but filled with a desire to learn 
and serve with a strong sensitivity to injustice. 
Upon graduating from St. Mary’s, my 
professor and mentor, Larry Hufford, Ph.D., 
instructed us to become a part of the solution, 
not a part of the problem. 

Here are these women who, once they 
are freed from their captors, are up against a 
bureaucratic mountain. I have to be good at 

what I do because these people depend on 
me. I learned that anyone can help another 
person, and I didn’t know that until I got into 
this career.

In gaining my clients’ freedom, I found 
my own. Because of my education and life 
experiences, I now enjoy the confidence, 
empowerment and satisfaction that come 
with a career focused on improving and 
saving lives.

In gaining my clients’ freedom,
	 	   I found my own.

A masseuse sits in the waiting room of a Houston massage parlor. Women from foreign countries are 

often promised legitimate work by traffickers, but once they arrive in the United States, they are forced 

to work off insurmountable debts as slaves and prostitutes.

I learned that 
anyone can 
help another 
person, and I 
didn’t know 
that until
I got into 
this career.

n
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IIn the 20 years since Pope John Paul II 
issued Ex corde ecclesiae (“From the Heart 
of the Church”), his apostolic constitution 
on Catholic universities, progress has been 
made in articulating and reinvigorating 
the Catholic identity of the more than 230 
Catholic universities and colleges in the 
United States. Still, significant work remains 
to be done, especially in clarifying the 
distinctive intellectual foundations on which 
any university that calls itself Catholic must 
rest.

 Once it was commonplace to assume that 
secularization and scientific and economic 
progress would eventually stamp out religion 
along with other “superstitions.” Yet the 
death of religion, to paraphrase Mark Twain, 
has been greatly exaggerated. Both here 
and across the globe, religion continues to 
influence nearly every aspect of society. To be 
sure, modernity has purified religion of some 
of its pretensions. In the West, the church 

now recognizes the autonomy of science, 
defends the separation of church and state, 
and affirms religious freedom. At the same 
time, the church has demonstrated great 
resilience. Religion evidently is here to stay.

Yet for the most part, the secular academy 
remains indifferent, if not openly hostile, to 
traditional religion. While there has been a 
renewed interest in the study of religion in 
the history and sociology departments of 
some campuses, most secular universities 
are dismissive of the study of religion and 
especially theology. There are several reasons 
for this, one of which is the prevalence 
of “postmodernism.” Found mainly in 
the humanities and the social sciences, 
postmodernism comes in two forms: hard 
and soft. Hard postmodernism proclaims the 
end of metaphysics, the end of all “totalizing” 
narratives (itself a totalizing narrative), and 
the reduction of all knowledge claims to 
various forms of power. Obviously, hard 

postmodernism is deadly for Christianity; 
it attacks Christian truths as ideologies of 
control and oppression. On the other hand, 
Catholic scholars should welcome soft 
postmodernism, for this way of thinking 
recognizes that a purely objective and totally 
accurate expression of reality is impossible, 
that the realities of power, gender, and 
coercion cannot be ignored, that all concepts 
have a history, and that all truths need to be 
put in their historical and cultural context. 
Rightly understood, a soft postmodernism 
helps us avoid both the pretensions of 
absolutism and a paralyzing relativism. 

The academy’s reluctance to study 
religion has gone hand-in-hand with 
the professionalization of the disciplines. 
Over 100 years ago, American academics, 
inspired by their German counterparts, 
began to organize themselves into separate 
departments, which established their own 
journals and professional societies. The 

CatholicDist inct ively

Keeping the Faith in Higher Education

by the Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., Ph.D.
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Catholic beliefs and practices 
ground a univer sity education 

in a common search for the 
truth and a dedication to 

the common good.I

professionalization of the academy took place 
when the influence of science was at its peak. 
No doubt professionalization has increased 
methodological rigor and promoted more 
original research, but professionalization 
has also had negative consequences, one 
of which is called “physics envy”: many 
academics think that unless their research 
is empirically verifiable, it will be dismissed 
as mere opinion. The best scholars know 
better, because they understand the limits of 
their methods. But because most religious 
claims are not, strictly speaking, empirically 
verifiable, few professors in the modern 
academy take the study of religion seriously. 
Most major secular universities have no room 
for theologians; those that do tend to isolate 
them in schools of divinity, where they are 
often seen not as producers of new knowledge 
but as trainers of students entering the 
ministry.   

In the face of these powerful cultural 
forces, what can Catholic intellectuals bring 
to the modern academy? First and most 
obviously, our tradition values tradition. If 
Catholics were to rely primarily—or only—
on the study of biblical texts, they would 
bypass centuries of philosophy and theology, 
to say nothing of art, music, literature, and 
architecture. An emphasis on tradition 
underscores the importance of human 
reason, the recognition of which should 
open Catholics to dialogue with anyone 
who might have something to teach them. 
The former dean of Notre Dame’s College 
of Arts and Letters, Mark Roche, explains 
that for the Catholic intellectual “every 
position is to be entertained and weighed in 
the service of truth.” Secularization and the 
professionalization of the disciplines have 
certainly made it difficult for many Catholics 
to function publicly as intellectuals, and in 
doing so to serve the truth. Worse, both 
secularization and postmodernism tend 
to separate religious desire from religious 
tradition—that is, they separate spirituality 
from religion. For Catholics, spirituality 
and communal religious practices should be 
intimately related: if you separate them, they 
both die.

Catholic intellectual tradition is rooted 
in specific religious beliefs and practices—
most fundamentally, the Incarnation, the 
Trinity, and the Eucharist. Even before the 
Word became flesh, the Jewish tradition 
affirmed that all creation is good because it 
is from God. Jews, Christians, and Muslims 
together affirm that human beings are 
created in the image and likeness of God. 
Christians believe that the dignity of that 
image is made most clear in the person of 

Jesus Christ, the human face of God. But 
Jesus is not all there is of God: Christians 
also affirm the existence of the Trinity—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—which 
means that Christians understand God as a 
community of persons. Catholic Christians 
build their own community of persons 
through the sacraments, primarily through 
the celebration of the Eucharist. Catholic 
beliefs and practices ground a university 
education in a common search for the truth 
and a dedication to the common good. 
Scholarship inspired by Catholicism bears on 
real-life issues, not just for the benefit of that 
very small percentage of humanity fortunate 

enough to be professors or students, but for 
everyone, and especially the poor. A Catholic 
intellectual community does not lead students 
to decide who they want to be; it helps them 
discover who they have been called to be. 
The key concern is not personal identity but 
dedication to God and to others.

Moreover, because reason and faith 
are intimately related in the Catholic 
tradition, every part of a Catholic school’s 
curriculum should be informed in some way 
by philosophical, ethical, and theological 
perspectives. In professional education, 
such as medicine, the Christian vision 
of the human person will fundamentally 
shape the care given the sick, the poor, and 
especially the dying. In the study of history, 
the presence, forms, and vitality of various 
religions are studied as an integral part of 
the human story. The teaching of philosophy 
will not ignore the vital relationship that has 
existed for centuries between philosophy and 

theology (even if much of modern philosophy 
severs that relationship). In other words, at 
a Catholic university, Catholic intellectual 
traditions will affect all aspects of the 
curriculum, and even determine some of the 
majors that are offered. 

Most important, the Catholic intellectual 
tradition seeks to integrate knowledge. There 
ought to be connections between all the 
subjects studied because everything that is 
studied has its source, ultimately, in God. 
This is a daunting task given the enormous 
expansion of knowledge in the past 100 
years. Today, courses are taught by professors 
who may know nothing about what their 

colleagues in other departments—and 
sometimes even in their own—are teaching. 
Still, Catholic universities must resist the 
fragmentation of knowledge typical of secular 
universities. Scholars who rely exclusively 
on already established methodologies within 
their disciplines will prematurely dismiss 
important questions they don’t yet know how 
to answer. In the words of Denys Turner, 
they “reverse the traffic between questions 
and answers so as to permit only such 
questions to be asked as we already possess 
predetermined methodologies for answering, 
cutting the agenda of questions down to 
the shape and size of our given routines for 
answering them.” This approach spells the 
death not only of the liberal arts, but of all 
our disciplines—and certainly the death of 
Catholic universities, which ask unanswerable 
questions even of God.

Fostering the distinctive characteristics 
of Catholic intellectual life also faces 

The Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., Ph.D., is the Alton Brooks Professor of 
Religion at the University of Southern California and President of 
the Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies. He is former Provost and 
Chancellor of the University of Dayton and served on the St. Mary’s 
University Board of Trustees from 1995 to 2003.
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administrative and economic challenges. 
The commercialization of American culture 
tends to reduce human activity to exchange; 
it restricts the idea of value to a single, narrow 
measure—that of economic power. A friend 
of mine describes the United States as an 
economy with a culture loosely attached. 
Commercialization affects everyone in the 
academy: administrators, faculty, and students.

Administrators, including members 
of boards of trustees, become agents of 
commercialization when they rely entirely on 
models borrowed from the business world—
models that maximize revenue, bureaucratize 
all transactions, and speak of faculty as 
“employees” and students as “customers.” 
Development and public-relations staff 
become agents of commercialization when 
they focus on “branding,” especially when 
this means reducing the mission of the 
university only to what is popular and sells. 
Some accrediting agencies expect faculty 
to quantify all the important outcomes of 
what they do. Of course, any university that 
does not balance its budget will eventually 
cease to exist: “No margin, no mission.” But 
the mission of a Catholic university is about 
much more than a good margin. In Einstein’s 

words, “Everything that counts cannot 
necessarily be counted.”

The faculty is commercialized when 
professors are more concerned with increasing 
their salaries than with their responsibility 
to teach and do research that contributes to 
the common good. Similarly, students can 
become so focused on acquiring marketable 
skills and landing good (that is, well-paying) 
jobs that they see no value in the liberal 

arts—no value in exploring the theological 
and philosophical questions inseparable 
from a life of genuine reflection. Catholic 
colleges and universities should help students 
see beyond what they want (or think they 
want) to what they most need: an integrated 
education rooted in a distinctive religious 
tradition that will sustain them in whatever 
professions they choose.

Faculty who are skeptical about the 
intellectual relevance of a Catholic 
university’s religious mission pose another 
problem. They may not see how the Catholic 
intellectual tradition relates to their discipline 
and research. Or they may assume that the 
university’s religious mission is only pastoral 
and should be outsourced to campus ministry 
and the theology department. They may think 
that being teachers at a Catholic university 
means simply being fair and kind to their 
students—which is, of course, a good thing. 
Or they may think that research that draws 
on Catholic intellectual traditions cannot be 
challenging or worthwhile.

Hiring faculty who are sympathetic to 
the mission of a Catholic university is thus 
critical. It is a false choice to think one must 
hire either for mission or for diversity. Hiring 

a diverse group of people who embrace 
a single mission is the answer. In order 
to “hire for mission,” search committees 
must understand the religious mission 
of their university in intellectual terms. 
Every search committee has a mission in 
mind when it hires. It is not illegal to ask 
faculty candidates how their research might 
contribute to the institution’s mission. Faculty 
from other faiths, and even no faith, can 

and do make valuable contributions to the 
mission of Catholic universities. (Disaffected 
Catholic professors, especially when they 
are tenured, often pose the greatest obstacle 
to strengthening the Catholic identity of a 
university.) Nor does “hiring for mission” 
inevitably lead to an inner and outer circle 
among faculty. It all depends on how faculty 
and administrators go about it.

One way to deal with legitimate concerns 
raised by policies to strengthen Catholic 
identity is to spend time—lots of time—
talking with chairs of departments and faculty 
search committees about why it’s important 
to hire for mission, and even how not to go 
about it. However many years they have 
spent at a Catholic university, faculty need 
regular opportunities to learn or to reconsider 
what it means to teach and do research at a 
Catholic institution. Book discussions, cross-
disciplinary faculty seminars, and carefully 
designed general-education programs are 
all good ways to promote the university’s 
mission. This is especially true for untenured 
faculty, who are likely to be the most receptive 
to opportunities to learn about how Catholic 
intellectual traditions can enrich work across 
all disciplines. 

All candidates for faculty positions—
whether Catholic or not—should be able 
to contribute to the intellectual mission 
of the institution. I did not write “the 
intellectual and the religious missions” of 
the university. This point is fundamental: no 
sharp distinction should be drawn between 
these two closely related aspects of the 
Catholic university’s mission. Seeking the 
truth of things, whether in science or the 
humanities, is a religious act. Faculty must be 
dedicated to that search for truth. Depending 
on their academic disciplines, some faculty 
will be more able than others to incorporate 
intellectual themes related explicitly to 
Catholic intellectual traditions. Diversity 
needs to be sought and respected, but it is 
more important that all diversity enrich 
the mission of the university as a Catholic 
university—that all diversity be within, not 
parallel or indifferent to, that mission.

Another important issue facing Catholic 
universities concerns the meaning of 
academic freedom. The American Association 
of University Professors (AAUP) is dedicated 
to protecting the rights of individual 
professors against the actions of arbitrary 
administrators, board members, politicians, 
and anyone else outside the academy. The 
AAUP stands for some very good things. For 
example, it insists on rigorous peer review 
and due process. Catholic universities have 
learned a great deal from the AAUP about 
the rights and responsibilities of individual 
professors. But the secular understanding of 
academic freedom has consequences when it 
is adopted without qualification by Catholic 
universities, where a specific intellectual 

Catholic colleges and 
univer sit ies should help 
students see beyond  what 
they want (or think they 
want) to what they most 
need: an integrated education 
rooted in a distinctive 
rel igious tradit ion that wil l 
sustain them in whatever 
professions they choose .
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tradition should be privileged, and where 
philosophy and theology occupy a special 
place in the curriculum. Catholic universities 
need to be able to insist that all faculty show 
respect for a theologically grounded ethics 
and a willingness to engage with the church’s 
intellectual resources. The secular notion of 
academic freedom gives no importance to 
strengthening Catholic distinctiveness. This 
is ironic, since secular liberal organizations 
say they support pluralism; and Catholic 
universities, if they can be substantively 
distinct, will contribute to the needed 
pluralism of American higher education.

The public perception of a school’s 
Catholic identity presents yet another 
problem. Since the Enlightenment, cultural 
elites have criticized the Catholic Church 
as the major opponent to intellectual 
progress, while negative media images 
of the contemporary Catholic Church 
make rehabilitating the word “Catholic” 
problematic for many. It needs to be 
acknowledged that some Catholic leaders 
have contributed to that perception. But it 
is a mistake to respond to such criticisms 
by limiting a distinctively Catholic mission 
to the pastoral care of students. Nor is 
it sufficient to describe mission only in 
terms of the charisms of the religious 
orders that have founded Catholic colleges 
and universities. Some orders have richer 
intellectual and spiritual traditions than 
others; none, however, has the depth and 
variety of intellectual and spiritual traditions 
of Catholicism as a whole. It makes sense, 
therefore, to emphasize Catholic intellectual 
and spiritual traditions first, before moving 
on to the particular embodiment of those 
traditions that individual religious orders 
provide.

This brings us to the tendency of some 
people in the academy to privilege the 
so-called small-“c” over so-called capital-
“C” of Catholicism. Advocates of small-“c” 
Catholicism focus on ideas that many non-

   At the 1996 General Chapter of the Society of Mary, the 

delegates endorsed a document entitled “Characteristics of 

Marianist Education” (CME). Drawn up by an international 

committee of Marianists, the document listed five characteristics 

that should be evident in all primary and secondary schools 

sponsored by Marianists: formation in faith; an integral high 

quality education; family spirit; service, justice and peace; and 

finally, adaptation and change. Three years later, a committee 

composed of representatives from the three Marianist 

universities (Dayton, St. Mary’s and Chaminade) drew upon the 

CME document and revised it so that it applied to American 

universities sponsored by Marianists. Published in 1999, the 

“Characteristics of Marianist Universities” (CMU) names the 

same characteristics, but develops them in ways appropriate for 

universities. 

   An important addition in the CMU document is an 

introduction that describes the intimate relationships between 

Marianist spirituality and Marianist education, spirituality 

and education, and faith and the intellectual life. The last two 

relationships are not at all obvious in mainstream secular 

higher education. Spirituality is seen as a private choice and a 

personal project, increasingly today a choice that is thought to 

develop better apart from religion. Even more problematic than 

spirituality, faith is seen as an obstacle to the intellectual life, 

since faith puts restrictions, it is assumed, on what a believer 

is allowed to think. Catholic colleges and universities exist to 

demonstrate that the spiritual life is enhanced and deepened 

through participation in a living religious tradition, and that 

faith expands the horizons of the intellect, respects and makes 

ample use of reason, and therefore enriches and deepens the 

intellectual life. 

   My Commonweal article is addressed to the leaders and 

professors in all of Catholic higher education. While the Catholic 

intellectual life is broader and deeper than Marianist spirituality 

and education, the distinctively Marianist approach to education 

can and should be particularly rich in collaborative models of 

governance, the formation of faith communities, the celebration 

of liturgies, Marian research and gender studies, and the 

integration of the heart, head and hands for the work of justice.       

- Rev. James L. Heft, S.M.

Characteristics   of
Marianist Universities 



A Catholic intel lectual 
community does not lead 

students to decide who they 
want to be; it helps them 

discover who they have 
been cal led to be . 

Catholics, and not only a few Catholics, find 
acceptable. They affirm a both/and approach, 
promoting a capacious understanding of 
natural law, human rights, and the humanity 
that everyone shares. These are important 
truths, to be sure, but left out are what 
many consider the less attractive truths of 
Catholicism—namely, the magisterium, 
dogmas, and certain moral teachings that 
seem increasingly hard to defend. Instead of 
speaking of Jesus and the church, small “c” 
advocates speak of the Christian heritage. 
Uncomfortable with the concrete details 
of the gospel ( Jesus and his community of 
believers), some schools speak instead of the 
“values” of Jesus and the “heritage” of the 
Christian community. 

Sometimes there are legitimate reasons for 
emphasizing the small “c.” Yet the situation 
for Catholic universities today calls for 
something bolder. If one omits the big “C”—
the distinctive theological dimensions of 
Catholicism—the small “c” soon morphs into 
Christian “values,” and from there it often 
collapses into a bland humanism. Eventually, 
what is truly distinctive of Catholic 
Christianity will disappear altogether. 
Catholic scholars need to understand that 
they can be more inclusive precisely because 
of the big-“C” elements of Catholicism. 
Catholics are committed to ecumenical and 
interreligious dialogue and research because 
of, not in spite of, their Catholic faith. 
Rightly understood, the big “C” broadens 
the intellectual horizon. That some Catholics 
will then push some nondogmatic teachings 
as though they were dogmatic, that some 
members of the hierarchy will seek to close 
off thinking that is critical but still faithful, 
that some members of the laity will continue 
to describe a legitimate diversity of positions 
among Catholic scholars as heresy—none 
of these predictable difficulties should lead 
Catholic universities to retreat from the 
particulars of the church’s tradition.

Finally, Catholic scholars should be aware 
not only of what they can offer the church, 
but also of what the larger church can offer 
them. Professors and administrators note 
with sadness the distrust many bishops have 
of Catholic colleges and universities. That 
unfortunate distrust, however, should not 
keep academics from acknowledging what 
Catholic colleges and universities might 
learn from the larger church. The Catholic 
intellectual tradition, which presupposes 
the interplay of faith and reason, can 
never be reduced to fundamentalism, be 
it biblical or papal. Tradition is a socially 
embodied and historically extended debate, 
not only about interpretations of Scripture, 
but also about the interpretation of the 
constant but still-evolving and historically 
conditioned teachings of the magisterium. 
An international church with real teaching 
authority helps local colleges and universities 
avoid the pitfalls of nationalism and other 
kinds of idolatry.

Absent a vibrant Catholic intellectual 
tradition, the forces of the market economy 
may well overwhelm our colleges and 
universities, reducing them to training 
grounds that produce students who fit 
seamlessly into seriously flawed corporate 
or government institutions. If leaders and 
scholars draw freely and deeply on Catholic 
tradition, universities can offer a distinctive 
nonsecularized form of higher education, one 
that will make a major contribution to the 
life of the whole church as well as the secular 
world.

This article is adapted from a lecture 
presented last fall in Rome at the General 
Assembly of the International Federation of 
Catholic Universities.  

© 2010 Commonweal Foundation, 
reprinted with permission. For subscriptions, 
www.commonwealmagazine.org
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If Harvey Najim had stuck with pre-med, 
San Antonio and St. Mary’s may never have 
known one of America’s top philanthropists. The 
chairman and CEO of Sirius Computer Solutions 
chuckles when he remembers why his career 
path changed direction. “I was in my sophomore 
year at Washington University,” he says, “when I 
discovered I couldn’t stand the sight of blood!”

Najim’s parents were Lebanese immigrants who 
constantly stressed education and even picked 
professions for each of their four sons. Harvey, the 
oldest, was assigned doctor, but he took a different 
path.

After earning a degree in mathematics at the 
University of Wichita, the Army ROTC graduate 
was commissioned a second lieutenant and opted 
for a deferment to attend grad school. But working 
full-time and taking a heavy graduate load was just 
too much, so he went on active duty and headed 
for San Antonio. He fulfilled his two-year military 
obligation at Brooke Army Medical Center 
Headquarters as a data processing officer, then 
hired on with IBM where he worked for 13 years. 

In 1980, Harvey started a one-man business, 
Star Data Systems, the forerunner to Sirius, and 
by 1997 he was ready to make a move. “By then 
I basically had two businesses: a distribution 
business and an end-user business,” he says. “I 
realized the distribution business had value, but 
because I didn’t want to take it public, I sold it.” 
He’s grown the end-user business—he kept the 
Sirius name—to 80 locations, more than 700 
employees and almost three-quarters of a billion 
dollars in business. His company will celebrate its 
30-year anniversary this December.

A 2006 financial recapitalization 
of Sirius resulted in a lot of financial 
flexibility for Najim. That year he 
started the Najim Family Foundation, 
something he’d been thinking about 
for some time. With a mission of 
“making a difference in the lives of 
children,” he started by putting $75 
million into the foundation, adding 
$7 million on his 70th birthday this 
past July and pledging another $125 
million.

Harvey doesn’t just give money—he 
takes time to know more about the 
places that benefit from his foundation. 
He’s visited nearly 100 charities that 
advance children’s issues—education, 
medical treatment and research for 
illnesses and diseases, and other 
children’s charitable purposes. 
“Children having a safe haven is 
important to me,” he says. That’s why 
his foundation supports ChildSafe, 
the Children’s Bereavement Center, 
Family Violence and Prevention 
Center and Seton Home, among 
many others. In its first three years, the 
Najim Foundation has awarded 140 
grants to dozens of San Antonio-based 
nonprofits totaling some $24 million. 
Nearly a third of the grants go to 
educational enterprises.

As Najim stated when announcing 
his foundation in 2006, “I am fortunate 
to be in this position. (San Antonio) 

has provided so much for my company, 
my family, and me. I am excited about 
being able to give back…(and that) my 
foundation will help make a difference 
in the lives of children and increase the 
quality of life in our community…This 
foundation allows me to move from 
being a successful business leader to 
becoming a community leader focused 
on the needs of others.”

Not surprisingly, Harvey has been 
the recipient of dozens of awards 
for his professional and personal 
achievements. His office is full of 
plaques, statues and other mementos. 
He has been inducted into the San 
Antonio Business Hall of Fame 
and, in November, he’ll go into the 
Texas Business Hall of Fame. On the 
service side, among his many honors 
are the Louis Zbinden Award from 
SAMMinistries, the O’Krent Award 
from Boy Scouts of America, and the 
Spirit of Community Award from the 
Mexican American Unity Council. 
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. 

This past June, this business leader-
turned-servant leader joined St. Mary’s 
Board of Trustees. “I’m excited about 
being on St. Mary’s Board because I 
support education so much,” he says. 
“I think it’s an outstanding school and 
I’m honored and excited that I can play 
a small part in the continued success 
and growth of the University.”

F RO M  B U S I N E S S  L E A D E R
TO  S E RVA N T  L E A D E R by Candace J. Kuebker,

Executive Editor
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Message
Service

Taking the

of

Around the World

If you asked Greg Pardo (B.A. ’05) to 
sketch a map of where he thought he’d be 
five years after graduation, it wouldn’t have 
included places like Bangladesh or Burma, 
or even Washington, D.C. But that was 
before he experienced the Marianist spirit 
that permeates the St. Mary’s campus.

F rom   ma  k i ng   
money      to  ma  k i ng  
a  d i fference      

Greg, a native of San Antonio and 
a first-generation college student, says 
education was instilled as a priority by 
family. “My father installed carpet and tile, 
and my mother worked as a housekeeper. 
Their goal was for my brother and me 
to embrace education. My grandfather 
sparked my interest in politics,” he recalls.

He’s a graduate of Memorial High 
School—just down the street from 
St. Mary’s—but hadn’t thought of 
attending until the University’s student 
chapter of League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) hosted a 
“Liberation through Education” leadership 
conference at his school. St. Mary’s 
students like Gabriel Sanchez (B.A. ’01) 
impressed Greg with their passionate 
dedication to helping first-generation 
college students realize the dream of 
earning a college degree. 

When he first arrived at St. Mary’s, 
Greg had set his sights on business. “I 
was an information systems management 
major...because I wanted to make lots 
of money,” Greg says. While sitting in a 
philosophy class during his freshman year, 
he felt challenged to look outside of himself 
and to recognize the responsibility he 

had for other human beings. He changed 
direction, settling on international relations 
and political science as majors.

Except for summer visits to Monterrey, 
Mexico, to see his grandparents, Greg 
hadn’t traveled much. While attending 
St. Mary’s, however, he studied in London, 
and participated in a service immersion trip 
to Uxpanapa, Mexico. Since graduating, his 
mission of helping others has taken him 
around the world, including to Thailand, 
Burma and Bangladesh. The latter was his 
most memorable stop, and Bangladesh 
became a second home during his two years 
there. It was the place where he confronted 
the reality of how much one person can do.

Pardo     a  model     
for    ‘ i ntellectual          
act  i v i sm  ’

 “Basic needs are luxuries in Bangladesh; 
the conditions there are extreme, so poverty 
came as no surprise to me,” Greg says. 
“But early one morning I encountered 
a child tied to a tree while his mentally-
handicapped mother worked selling water. 
I was shocked that a family could be forced 
into that position; it’s such a stark contrast 
to what we see in our 
country. Here I was, a 
smart college graduate, 
but I realized that 
one person can only 
do so much.”  That 
experience served as 
motivation for Greg’s 
subsequent two years. 
He still had hope.

Citing the 
experience he 

gained from serving in St. Mary’s Student 
Government Association, University 
Ministry, and the Service Learning Center, 
Greg says, “I knew how to represent 
people. I knew what I could do to address 
issues. So, I worked with a local non-
governmental Marianist organization to 
help the poorest families avoid risk through 
micro-credit loans; to establish a small 
school; and to provide basic health care.”

Back on home turf, Greg’s service 
continues. He was selected as a U.S. State 
Department Rangel Fellow and served 
in Washington as a Legislative Fellow 
for the U.S. House of Representatives’ 
Sub-Committee on Asia, the Pacific, 
and the Global Environment. He earned 
his master’s degree from, and gave the 
commencement address at, The Lyndon 
Baines Johnson School of Public Affairs 
of The University of Texas at Austin, 
where he encouraged fellow graduates to 
be “intellectual activists” who use their 
knowledge to benefit those in need.

This fall, he’ll take his message of service 
to yet another part of the world after 
completing training as a Foreign Service 
Officer in Washington, D.C.

by Rosemary Segura, 
Coordinator of Web 
and Print Communications
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FACULTY FOOTNOTES

When it came to the United States-
Mexico border, Assistant Professor of 
Economics Steve Nivin, Ph.D., and his 
team found that things weren’t all doom 
and gloom. After studying the area under 
the auspices of the SABÉR Research 
Institute, Nivin was cited in The Economist 
magazine’s story titled “Trade With 
Mexico: Signs of Life.”  The publication 
shared good news about trade growth 
between the two countries, pointing to the 
professor’s study of NAFTA’s economic 
impact on South Texas.

SABÉR—a joint effort between 
St. Mary’s and the San Antonio Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce—is to thank for 
insight like this into regional economies 
across the nation.

Steve Nivin, Ph.D.

Diane Gonzales Bertrand is not only 
a bilingual author, but a prolific one at 
that. Or should we say “prolífico?” 

Her latest book, The Party for Papá 
Luis/La fiesta para Papá Luis, (2010 Arte 
Público Press) helps young readers learn 
the Spanish and English languages at 
the same time. The story of Papá Luis, 
which follows a family preparing for 
their patriarch’s birthday party, was a 
finalist for the 2010-2011 Tejas Star 
Book Award. 

Using lively language and repetition 
to keep readers engaged, the Writer-in-
Residence for St. Mary’s English and 
Communication Studies Department 
has penned numerous works in poetry, 
non-fiction and fiction for children and 
teens. 

Diane Gonzales Bertrand

The 2006 testimony that Graduate 
School Dean Henry Flores, Ph.D., gave 
in LULAC v. Perry, the U.S. Supreme 
Court case that resulted in five Texas 
Congressional districts being redrawn, 
almost got him fired. 

“A former U.S. Congressman from Texas 
called St. Mary’s President Charles Cotrell 
to get me fired for the testimony I gave,” 
says Flores. “Cotrell called me and asked, 
‘What did you say?’ I said, ‘Just the same 
stuff I’ve been saying for 20 years.’”

Most recently, the political science 
professor was quoted in Time magazine’s 
story, “Texas Governor’s Race: Arizona 
Law a Wild Card,” explaining how 
Arizona’s controversial immigration law 
could affect Gov. Rick Perry’s hold on the 
Hispanic vote.

Henry Flores, Ph.D.

St. Mary’s faculty made a big splash on the page this year, from magazines to hardback books. 
They shed light on controversial topics, explained economic mysteries, and even helped young 
people learn new languages. Take a look at just some of St. Mary’s noteworthy faculty.

by Nicolette Good
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Fondest
FAREWELL

Amos Miller, or “Famous Amos” as he 
was affectionately called, didn’t attend 
St. Mary’s, but for decades he was a fixture 
on campus, especially at the softball fields. 

Amos spent much of his youth in the 
Rio Grande Valley where he developed 
into an exceptional baseball player, playing 
for several clubs in South Texas as well as 
San Antonio and on Navy teams during 
World War II. After he stopped playing 
baseball, he developed a love for fast pitch 
women’s softball and coached numerous 
squads. His last 15 years of coaching were 
as a volunteer coach with the St. Mary’s 
softball team. It was from them that he 
picked up the “Famous” addition to his 
name. 

Amos was an integral part of the 1986 
NAIA Softball Championship team that 
captured St. Mary’s first-ever national 
title. He loved the players and they, in 
kind, loved Amos. Said Jim Zeleznak, who 
was head coach of the 1986 champions, 
“Amos was at the first practice I held as 
softball coach and he was there on my 
last day as coach. He was a great mentor 
and was very helpful, especially since I had 
limited experience in the sport. He also 
spent a lot of time developing the field 
into a reputable softball facility. We went 
through a lot together, including a national 
championship and Amos’ quadruple bypass 
surgery. Everyone will tell you that Amos 
was a special guy around St. Mary’s athletics 
in general.” For his years of dedicated 
service to St. Mary’s as a volunteer coach, 
Amos was inducted into the St. Mary’s 
University Athletics Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Amos Miller passed away on July 7, 
2010, at the age of 92.

Amos Miller
Volunteer Coach
St. Mary’s Athletics
Hall of Fame, 
Class of 1991

He may not be the oldest St. Mary’s 
University alumnus around…but, then 
again, he just might be. Alton Seekatz 
(B.S.C. ’32) will turn 101 
on Dec. 20, 2010, and 
until only recently, he’s 
been a fixture at annual 
Heritage Club reunions 
and Homecoming 
activities at St. Mary’s.

When Alton was 
profiled in Gold & Blue 
magazine as a youngster 
at age 92, he unabashedly 
admitted that his “years 
at St. Mary’s were the 
happiest in my life.” Alton 
has kept the memories 
and the pieces of his life at 
St. Mary’s stored safely in 
a shoebox.

 To say St. Mary’s was different 
when Alton attended would be an 

understatement of monumental 
proportions. When he first arrived on 
campus, Alton, who’d been country-

schooled near Castroville, 
was enrolled in the high 
school program. (Back 
then, both secondary and 
college curricula were 
offered on campus.) He 
entered the University 
two years later. Since there 
were only a few hundred 
students here at the time, 
Alton knew everyone and 
had a lot of irons in the 
fire. He was a staff writer 
on The Rattler student 
newspaper and a member 
of the cross country team. 
So busy was he, in fact, 
that he admitted his first 

year at St. Mary’s University was “the only 
time I made the honor roll!” 

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y,  A L T O N !

People at St. Mary’s in search of 
information, whether prominent or obscure, 
knew whom to call. Brother Robert Wood, 
S.M., Ph.D., who has been the passionate 
guardian of the University’s history for 
the past two decades, retired at the end 
of the spring semester. A member of the 
St. Mary’s community off and on for 28 
years, Brother Robert held many positions, 
including as vice president for Student 
Personnel Services in the 1970s. For the 
past 19 years, he has been curator of Special 
Collections and University Archives. 

Over the years, Brother Robert’s works 

and writings in anthropology and history 
took him around the globe, including to 
Mexico, Japan, Canada and Peru. In 1986, 
he was the first American to be appointed 
Secretary-General of the Society of Mary 
at the Marianists’ headquarters in Rome. 

It was St. Mary’s great fortune to have 
Brother Robert return to San Antonio 
and St. Mary’s. He could be counted on 
to produce the needed photo, the elusive 
date, the important chronology. His 
assistance in preparation of the University’s 
sesquicentennial celebration in 2002 
was unparalleled and, more recently, he 
provided research and background for the 
centennial celebration of Reinbolt Hall. He 
wrote features occasionally for the Gold & 
Blue magazine, as well.  

He’ll be missed as curator of Special 
Collections and University Archives by 
many on campus, but perhaps he’ll be 
missed most by staffers in the University 
Communications Office, this magazine’s 
editor especially, whose contact with 
Brother Wood was frequent and whose 
requests were always fulfilled quickly and 
completely. Thank you, Brother Robert, and 
enjoy your well-deserved retirement.

Keeper of the University’s history retires
Brother Robert Wood, S.M.

S P E C I A L  M E N T I O N S

LONGEVITY
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F RO M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
message

The 2010-2011 academic year will be one 
of celebration for the St. Mary’s University 
family—alumni, students, faculty and staff, 
and our many friends and benefactors. Why 
is this year so special? On April 8, 2011, 
together with professed and lay Marianists 
worldwide, we will celebrate the birth date 
of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, the 
founder of the Society of Mary and the 
source of the guiding vision of St. Mary’s, 
who was born 250 years ago. This academic 
year can be seen as one wherein the 
founding purpose of this University conjoins 
in recognizing the wisdom and precepts of 
Chaminade’s vision.

Adapting to the 
changing times

In broad terms, St. Mary’s is a part of 
the educational efforts of the more than 
3,000 colleges and universities in the United 
States; however, our institution—which has 
been a part of the fabric of San Antonio and 
South Texas for 158 years—is distinctive 
because it is sponsored by the Society of 
Mary. Thus, as this year of celebration begins, 
it is important for us to remember and 
reflect upon, as well as learn from, the living 
tradition of the Catholic and Marianist 
foundation of St. Mary’s. Chaminade’s life 
story informs us in this regard. 

Living through the violent upheaval 
of the French Revolution, Chaminade 
developed innovative and successful 
approaches to living his faith, while inspiring 
and organizing others to follow their faith 
under threat of imprisonment or death. This 
experience taught Chaminade and teaches 
us an important and enduring insight—that 
changing times require new approaches to 
be effective and successful—“new times call 
for new methods.” 

While today we are not in the maelstrom 
of a revolution, we educate in the midst of 

a highly polarized and divided world. Like 
Chaminade, we are called to recognize 
the signs of our times and develop new 
approaches derived from living Marianist 
values and charism. We are called to a 
mission of building communities of faith, 
learning and service. What can we learn 
from the Chaminadean vision as we 
work to fulfill the University’s mission? 
Enlightenment can come from examining 
the Marianist educational vision.

Educating in the 
context of community

Blessed Chaminade realized early in 
his adult life the primacy of education 
as a means to guide young people to 
maturity and development in their personal, 
professional and spiritual lives. Education, 
then, gives purpose and meaning to all 
aspects of life in a Marianist university. 
Marianists educate in the context of 
community, emphasizing education in a 
“family spirit.” We learn from each other, 
supporting and nurturing the God-given 
talents that each community member 
possesses. In community, as in our families, 
we celebrate the achievements of each 
member as each achievement contributes to 
the whole.

Marianists educate the whole person, 
developing the mind, the heart and the 
body. This holistic approach to education 
informs the organization of the university 
community that the equality and dignity of 
each of its members takes precedence over 
formal, hierarchal organization. Periodically, 
the entire community gathers to enjoy and 
celebrate an institutional culture of inclusion. 
Chaminade’s vision calls for us to place the 
needs and aspirations of the community 
ahead of hierarchical structure. 

The quality of St. Mary’s teaching and 
learning emphasizes a key principle of 

Celebrating Chaminade’s Vision
by Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D.

mission

Like Chaminade, we are 

called to recognize the 

signs of our times and 

develop new approaches 

derived from living 

Marianist values and 

charism. We are called 

to a mission of building 

communities of faith, 

learning, and service. 
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education—we educate and are educated 
by “every thought, word, and action.” On 
a Marianist campus, deeds—what we do, 
takes precedence over words—what we say 
we will do. And as alumni imbued with 
Marianist values, we are called to take what 
we have learned and go out into our own 
communities to make society better for the 
common good.

We understand, as did Chaminade, that 
maturation and development is lifelong. 
Learning does not cease once we have 
crossed the stage to accept our diploma. 
Rather, life’s journey is rarely without 
detours and some failures, and we must 
be patient with the human process of 
development. As an extraordinary educator, 
Blessed William Joseph Chaminade knew 
this and he suggested an approach that 
underscores a “prudent disposition towards 
leniency” and that compassion and love 
should gird the bonds of a community 
of lifelong learners. Finally, Marianist 
education insists upon an evidenced 
commitment to excellence in all that is 
undertaken, whether it be in our professions, 
our family lives or our commitment to civic 
engagement.    

Celebrating diversity 
Life in community is one of the most 

prominent aspects of the Marianist charism. 
As described in the Marianists’ Rules of 
Life, community is the chief means through 
which we live a faithful life and fulfill our 
mission. At St. Mary’s University, building 
community and working in community 
provides a means to enrich our professional 
and social lives to achieve our mission. In 
the University’s strategic plan, Vision 2012, 
outreach to communities beyond St. Mary’s 
gives a special purpose to our existence. 

The early members of the Society 
of Mary came from diverse backgrounds. 
On this campus, and in our extended 
St. Mary’s family of alumni and friends, we 
have reason to celebrate the rich diversity 
of personalities, talents and contributions 
of the community members. Our success as 
an educational institution derives from the 

contributions each of us makes to the whole. 
One of the most distinctive characteristics of 
Marianist communities is the commitment 
to serve others. The St. Mary’s community 
is extraordinary in fulfilling the virtues 
of service. Faculty, students, staff and 
administration—along with many alumni 
who join our efforts—provide more than 
140,000 hours of service each year. We 
enrich our own lives and contribute to the 
University’s mission in the numerous acts 
of selfless giving and serving others. Of 
course, the financial gifts of the many donors 
whose names appear on the following pages 
provide the critical resources necessary for 
St. Mary’s to carry out Blessed Chaminade’s 

mission of education by responding to new 
times with innovation. For all of your gifts 
of time, talent and treasure, I am exceedingly 
grateful.      

This year is special—St. Mary’s has 
much to celebrate as a community of faith, 
learning and service—and it my hope 
that you will join us as we commemorate 
the “Year of Chaminade.” Viva Blessed 
William Joseph Chaminade and his vision 
of education!

Charles L. Cotrell

This painting by St. Mary’s Artist-in-Residence, Brother Cletus Behlmann, S.M., commemorates 

the 250th anniversary of the birth of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on April 8, 2011. 

The University community joins Marianists worldwide during the coming year to celebrate 

the founder of the Society of Mary and the source of St. Mary’s guiding vision.
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The 1852 Society, 
established in 1993, 
recognizes those 
individuals who have 
made the University a 
beneficiary through a will, 
charitable trust, a gift 
annuity or a life insurance 
policy.

±Mary Dorothy Barr
Nicholas Barrón 
J. Michael Belz
John and Laura Jean Benbow
Edward and Nelda Benninger
Ernest and Betty Bodden
Clifton and ±Rosalie Bolner
Faye M. Bracey
Patricia A. Britton
±Ralph and Donna Bullock
±Homer H. Burkett
Caroline A. Byrd
Helen Costello
John R. Courtney Sr.
Robert C. Cowan Jr.
Gregory and Patricia Crane
Douglas and Nancy Cross
±David and ±Mary Crowley
Rose Marie Cutting
John Michael and Margaret Daley
Jacqueline O. Dansby
±Laurence L. Daves
±Mary E. Davis
±Robert G. Davis
Rebeckah J. Day
Eugene G. de Bullet Jr.
Pamela S. DeRoche
±Harry L. Deathe
Ruben and Veronica Escobedo
Charles E. Franzke
Cynthia E.J. Gdula
Gertrude Geraghty
±Nicolas F. Gonzalez
R. Bruce Gould and Sharry 
Crofford Gould

Douglas L. Hall
±Zita Wist Hauswald
Larry G. Hufford
Thomas M. Hughes
Elton M. Hyder III
Constance J. Jones
±Richard Klitch
John S. Kusenberger
David J. Kvapil
Pat and ±Dorothy Legan
William F. Lindley III
A. David Mangelsdorff
Ena and ±Max McClure

Sean M. McIntyre
Joe J. Medina
Don and Betty Melaas
Eugene A. Mendoza
C. Gay Meyer
August and Minnie Moore
Frederic W. Morton Jr.
±Pola Negri
Raymond L. Pedrazine
Richard S. Pressman
John J. Range
Atheilia M. Rechtien
±Everett A. Risz
Ann Marie Robles
±Charles Roedig
±Floyd M. Roland
±Robert and ±Freida Rosow
Sheldon and Jean Rutman
Robert E. Sefcik
Robert E. Seng Jr.
David C. Sharman
±Leonard and ±Shirley Sterling
Norman C. Thomas
±Anton Toman
Anne Winter Troupis
Leslie and Helen Tschoepe
Joseph C. Wailes
Paul T. Wendland III

Lifetime Donors – $25,000+
Through their committed giving 
history and annual gifts, lifetime 
donors impact St. Mary’s strategic 
priorities and greatest needs. 
Alumni and friends of St. Mary’s 
University, leaders in their 
professions and philanthropy, 
are committed to serving the 
community. St. Mary’s benefactors 
perpetuate the University’s 
promise of an educational venture 
shaped by faith, service and 
scholarship.

Abell-Hanger Foundation Inc.
Aetna Foundation Inc.
Air Force Aid Society Education 
Grant

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
& Feld LLP

Barbara Bader Aldave
Aldo and Betty Alegria
±Albert and ±Margaret Alkek
The Albert & Margaret Alkek 
Foundation

Alliant Computer Systems Corp.
Carlos and Maria Alvarez
The M.D. Anderson Foundation

ARAMARK Services
Arthur Andersen LLP
Arthur Andersen LLP Foundation
Ashland Oil Foundation Inc.
AT&T Foundation
AT&T Inc.
Estate of Timothy O. Austin
Bank of America
Bank One Texas NA
Baptist Health Foundation of San 
Antonio

Estate of M. Dorothy Barr
Roy R. Barrera Jr.
Roy R. Barrera Sr.
Charles and Melissa Barrett
Barshop & Oles Co.
Diann M. Bartek
BBVA Compass Bank
S.D. Bechtel Jr. Foundation
Peter G. Beemsterboer
Martin and Kathleen Beirne
Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP
J. Michael and Esther Belz
Guillermo F. Benavides
Edward and Nelda Benninger
John and Bonita Benschoter
Thomas M. Benson
Ray and Dorothy Berend
Helen M. Berridge
Celia Berwin Memorial 
Foundation

±Benjamin F. Biaggini
David and Diane Biegler
Jack E. Biegler
Estate of Ruth W. Blume
The Boler Co.
George W. Brackenridge 
Foundation

Lynde & Harry Bradley 
Foundation Inc.

The C.B. and Anita Branch Trust
Donald and Carla Brennan
Estate of Alice S. Briggs
Broadway National Bank
Bruni Family Charitable Trust
Rodolfo C. Bryce
±Homer H. Burkett
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Foundation

Ralph H. Busch Trust
Charles C. Butt
J.A. Canales
Canales & Simonson PC
Ruben A. Candia
Capitol Aggregates Ltd.
±Paul E. Casseb Sr.
Catholic Life Insurance
Ricardo G. Cedillo

Chaminade Marianist Community 
House

Charles E. Cheever Jr.
Chevron Corp.
The Louise C. Clemens Trust
Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable 
Foundation of 1992

G.H. and E.H. Coates Foundation
Coca-Cola Enterprises
The Coleman Foundation
William and Vicki Combs
The Continental I Trust
Thomas and Leticia Contreras
Robert and Rozana Corbo
Corbo Electric Co. Inc.
Floyd E. Cotham
John R. Courtney Sr.
Robert C. Cowan Jr.
Cox Smith Matthews Inc.
F.  William Crandall
The Bill G. Crane Trust
Gregory and Patsy Crane
Theodore and Clair Craver
Anthony and Mary Anne Crosby
±Kenneth L. Croswell
±David M. Crowley Jr.
The David M. Crowley Foundation
The David M. & Mary C. Crowley 
Charitable Lead Trust

Cullen Trust for Higher Education
Joe G. Cumpian
Cy Pres Award 2009
±Stephen Paul Daily
Beatrice T. Dante
Datapoint Corp.
Donald W. Daut
Davidson Family Charitable 
Foundation

Estate of Mary E. Davis
Rebeckah J. Day
John and Morella Dewey
David C. Dickson
David C. Dickson Charitable 
Fund of the San Antonio Area 
Foundation

David C. Dickson Fund of 
the South Texas Community 
Foundation

John and Jeune Dieterle
Sue Doty
James R. Dougherty Foundation
Douglass Foundation
Stephen and Adele Dufilho
±Roberta R. Durham
Sara E. Dysart
Rex L. Easley Jr.
Charles and Betty Ebrom
Robert and Anna Elizondo

We sincerely appreciate the generosity of our donors. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donor lists. Should you have any
questions about your listing, please contact the Office of Advancement Services: telephone (210) 436-3088 or e-mail rmcashan@stmarytx.edu.

Honor Roll of Donors
S t. M ary  ’ s  U n i v ers   i ty

Gifts Received June 1, 2009 – May 31, 2010
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Henry G. Ellert
The Ray Ellison Charitable Fund
Jeffrey and Renna Embry
Robert and Jeanine Engberg
Enserch Corp.
Ernst & Young Foundation
Ruben and Veronica Escobedo
The Ruben and Veronica Escobedo 
Charitable Fund of the South 
Texas Community Foundation

ExxonMobil Foundation
Farmers Insurance Group
Kittie Nelson Ferguson 
Foundation

Estate of Evelyn C. Fickessen
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The Ford Foundation
Estate of John Frederic
Frost National Bank
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
GE Foundation
Abel and Mary Garcia
±Brother Paul C. Goelz, S.M.
James and Tena Gorman
The Gorman Foundation
Bill and Louree Greehey
Albert T. Gros
±Burton E. Grossman
Cynthia H. Grossman
H-E-B Grocery Co.
D.D. Hachar Charitable Trust Fund
Halo Distributing Co.
Ewing Halsell Foundation
G.P. Hardy III
±Hank B. Harkins Jr.
James S. Harrington
Bill Hauser Charitable Remainder 
Annuity Trust

Harold J. Haynes
Rupert A. Hays
William Randolph Hearst 
Foundation

Hero Assemblers LP
Hero Logistics LP
Ronald and Karen Herrmann
The Herrmann Family Charitable 
Foundation

Hillcrest Foundation
±Robert Hobbs
Hoblitzelle Foundation
Houston Endowment Inc.
Norma Fink Huffaker Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust

Larry G. Hufford
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Joseph G. Hutter
Estate of Janice A. Hutzler
IBM Corporation
Impetus Foundation
International Bank of Commerce
J.C. Penney Inc.
James E. Jenney Trust
±Belton K. Johnson
Constance J. Jones
James K. Jones Jr.
Marjorie A. Jordan
Shelby and Becky Jordan
Robert W. Jorrie
JPMorgan Chase & Co. NA
The Emil C.E. Jurica Endowment 
Trust

Anthony Kaufmann
Joan & Herb Kelleher Charitable 
Foundation

Edward and Nancy Kelley
Nancy and Ed Kelley Charitable 
Foundation of the Ayco 
Charitable Foundation

The John G. and Marie Stella 
Kenedy Memorial Foundation 
Inc.

John C. Kennedy Jr.
Patrick J. Kennedy Sr.
Estate of Richard H. Klitch Jr.
Donald A. Knowlan
Koehler Foundation
James M. Koett
KPMG Foundation
KPMG LLP
±John F. Kramer
Robert D. Krebs
William and Joan Kuebker
John S. Kusenberger
David J. Kvapil
La Prensa Foundation Inc.
La Quinta Inns Inc.
Estate of Mary P. Lagleder
Lakeside Foundation
Lancer Corp.
Estate of J.W. Langlinais Sr.
Legal Services Corp.
Pat and ±Dorothy Legan
Lehman Brothers Inc.
Jack Paul Leon
Aloysius A. Leopold
The Harry and Deverra Lerman 
Educational Trust Scholarship 
Fund

Levi Strauss Foundation
Harvey R. Levine
±Alex T. Licata
Le Chiao Lin
Vincent L.Y. and Cherry Lin
Nancy B. Loeffler
Luby’s Restaurants LP
Estate of Joe Lucchese
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
Margaret M. Maisel
±Pat Maloney Sr.
A. David Mangelsdorff
Marianist Province of the United 
States

Marianist Residence
Marianist Trust
Marianists of Ohio Inc. - S.A.
Marine Insurance Seminars Inc.
Sandee Bryan Marion
Matthews & Branscomb PC
Mattie-Jennie Fund Trust
Mays Family Foundation
Dennis and Delmarene McCarthy
B.J. “Red” McCombs
McCombs Foundation
Amy Shelton McNutt Trust
The Meadows Foundation Inc.
MEGA Life and Health Insurance
Jim Merritt
±Vaughan B. Meyer
Joseph F. Mifsud
Rev. Charles H. Miller, S.M.
±Florence L. Miller
Gerald M. Miller

Sister Mary K. Milne, O.S.U.
Michael M. Mitchell
Will A. Morriss
Evelyn Marlow Mortola
Bob Mullen
NationsBank - Dallas
Max Navarro
Estate of Pola Negri
Estate of Winston R. Norris
Al J. Notzon III
Friends of Al J. Notzon III
Estate of Christine Obriotti
Mary Ellen O’Connor Trust
Roderick V. O’Connor
Thomas M. O’Connor
Joseph M. Ojile
Open Society Institute
Operational Technologies
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
±Leroy J. Pahmiyer
Panhandle Producing Co.
Jack S. Parker
Estate of Dorothy May Penshorn
Pepsi Bottling Group Inc.
PG&E Gas Transmission Texas 
Corp.

Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation
Estate of Mary Placette
George E. Pletcher
Richard S. Pressman
Myra Stafford Pryor Charitable 
Trust

RadioShack Corp.
J.R. Rainey
Rayco Inc.
±Rev. John Rechtien, S.M.
Matthew C. Reedy Charitable 
Fund of the San Antonio Area 
Foundation

Estate of Caroline L. Reynolds
±Frank K. Ribelin
±Rudolph W. Richter
Richter’s Bakeries
±Sam J. Riklin
Ann M. Robles
±Albert M. Rogers
The Floyd M. Roland Charitable 
Trust

Rose-Walker LLP
±Robert and ±Freida Rosow
Joseph U. Rowley Trust
Katherine Ryan Trust
Sage Foundation
San Antonio Area Foundation
San Antonio Bar Association
San Antonio Bar Auxiliary 
Foundation

San Antonio Education 
Partnership

San Antonio Express-News
San Antonio Livestock Exposition 
Inc.

San Antonio Spurs
Estate of Gracia Sanchez
Charlotte Joerg Sauget
Frank J. Scanio Jr.
Scanlan Foundation
±William Carl Schell
Schering-Plough Foundation Inc.
L. Charles Scholz
Alfred A. Schroeder
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“We must 
courageously 

modify 
methods 

and forms 
that have 

nothing about 
them that is 

immutable in 
order to adapt 
to the varying 
needs of time, 

place and 
customs.” 

-Blessed William
Joseph Chaminade

Gold    Blue& 29FALL 2010



George F. Schroeder
Daniel J.T. Sciano
J. Robert Scott
Daniel K. Seale
Selrico International Inc.
Sembradores of San Antonio 
Educational Foundation

Thomas R. Semmes
Semmes Foundation Inc.
Semp Russ Foundation of the San 
Antonio Area Foundation

Joseph S. Sexton
Shell Oil Co. Foundation
Philip J. Sheridan
Sony USA Foundation Inc.
Tony I. Soo
The Marguerite Sours Foundation
South Texas Chapter RIMS Inc.
Frank and Linda Southers
Southwest Research Institute
Edward and Linda Speed
Springfield Trust Co. Foundation
St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association

St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association Athletics Booster 
Club

St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association-St. Louis Chapter

St. Mary’s University Law Alumni 
Association

St. Mary’s University School of 
Law Foundation

St. Mary’s University Women’s Law 
Association

James A. St. Ville
Donald and Denise Stablein
Felix and Jo Stehling Foundation
Alfred J. Stein Jr.
Estate of Leon F. Steinle
±Shirley Sterling
Louis H. Stumberg
John T. Stupka
Tate Inc.
Tesoro Corp.
Texas Bar Foundation
Texas Equal Access to Justice 
Foundation

Texas Independent College Fund
Texas Security General Insurance 
Agency Inc.

Carol P. Thompson
Lillie M. Tijerina
Tinsman & Sciano Inc.
±Charles A. Toudouze Sr.
Jim and Beverly Tsakopulos
Jack S. Tsao
Leslie W. Tschoepe
±Tom E. Turner Sr.
Tom & Mary Turner Philanthropic 
Trust

Ultramar Diamond Shamrock 
Corp.

United Television
The UPS Foundation Inc.
USAA
USAA Federal Savings Bank
USAA Foundation
Valero Energy Corp.
Luis R. Vera Jr.
The Lamar Bruni Vergara Trust

Vinson & Elkins LLP
±Pedro and ±Alicia Viyao
VLSI Technology Inc.
Peter S. Vogel
Joseph C. Wailes
Wells Fargo NA
Western Properties (Texas) Ltd.
Claire and Dan White Family
±John Noble White
±Evie J. Wilson
Robert J. Wilson
Watson W. Wise Foundation
John H. Wood Jr. Memorial Trust
The James A. Young Revocable 
Trust

±H.B. Zachry Sr.
Zachry Construction Inc.
Zachry Foundation
Roger L. & Laura D. Zeller 
Charitable Foundation

Annual Giving Clubs – 
Members of giving clubs support 
St. Mary’s operational activities, 
programs and projects.

St. Louis Guild
$10,000-$24,999 Annually
St. Louis College – the 
“Woodlawn campus” – opened 
for boarding students in 1894. 
The first building on campus, St. 
Louis Hall, stands today as a proud 
symbol of St. Mary’s rich history.

Argo Group US
Baptist Health Foundation of SA
Peter G. Beemsterboer
Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP
Arturo N. Benavides Sr.
The Arturo Tomas Benavides 
Property Management Trust

Carlos Y. and Leticia R. 
Benavides Jr.

Ray and Dorothy Berend
The Jack and Susan Biegler 
Fund of the San Antonio Area 
Foundation

Charles E. Cantú
Robert and Rozana Corbo
Corbo Electric Co. Inc.
Bill and Louree Greehey
Mark S. Grothues
Hero Assemblers LP
Hero Logistics LP
The Charles F. and Ruth J. 
Knippenberg Foundation

Norma Martinez Lozano
Joseph F. Mifsud
Thomas M. O’Connor
Myra Stafford Pryor Charitable 
Trust

Sierra Title Insurance Group
The Marguerite Sours Foundation

South Texas Chapter Risk 
& Insurance Management 
Society Inc.

Leonard and Shirley Sterling 
Charitable Foundation

Gary J. Thompson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund Inc.

Union Pacific Railroad
USAA Federal Savings Bank
Roger L. & Laura D. Zeller 
Charitable Foundation

University Guild
$5,000-$9,999 Annually
After several name changes, 
including St. Mary’s Institute, 
St. Louis College and St. Mary’s 
College, St. Mary’s University was 
chartered with the State of Texas 
in 1927.

Gene and Doris Barber
The C.B. and Anita Branch Trust
Catholic Life Insurance
Cox Smith Matthews Inc.
Douglas W. Cross
Rebeckah J. Day
Fannie Mae Foundation
Frost National Bank
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
Goelz Family Ethics/Social 
Responsibility Fund of the San 
Antonio Area Foundation

Emil R. Infante
Jackson Lewis LLP
James K. Jones Jr.
Mary F. Kalinec
La Prensa Foundation Inc.
David M. Leibowitz
Marine Insurance Seminars Inc.
Sandee Bryan Marion
Newton Associates I LTD
NuStar Energy LP
Paul S. Petkoff
A Grant from the Gaynelle 
& Gene Rankin Endowment 
Trust of the San Antonio Area 
Foundation

Judge Bonnie Reed Fund of the 
San Antonio Area Foundation

The Riklin Charitable Trust
Michael and Janice Schott
Sembradores of San Antonio 
Educational Foundation

South Texas Money Management 
Ltd.

St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association-Laredo Chapter

Emil and Elizabeth Swize
Paul R. Vahldiek Jr.
Bruce A. Vaio
Valero Energy Corp.
Wells Fargo NA
Watson W.  Wise Foundation

Founder’s Guild
$1,852-$4,999 Annually
In 1852, four Marianist brothers 
arrived in San Antonio and opened 
the forerunner to St. Mary’s 
University, the oldest Catholic 

university in Texas and the 
Southwest. From its beginnings, 
St. Mary’s founders instilled the 
Marianist ideals of academic 
excellence, ethical commitment 
and service to community. These 
values remain the cornerstones of 
a St. Mary’s education.

Moses V. Aguilar
J. Rick Aleman
Association of Old Crows 
Educational Foundation, Billy 
Mitchell Chapter

AT&T Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program

ATKG LLP
Robert L. Ballinger
John and Bonita Benschoter
Helen M. Berridge
BKD LLP
Blue Armor Security Service Inc.
Patrick J. Boone
Edward and Chris Boyle
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
Donald and Carla Brennan
Broadway National Bank
Ralph Brown
Linda T. Burke
Laveta A. Casdorph
Timothy E. Casey
Rebecca Quintanilla Cedillo
Clear Channel Communications 
Inc.

Charles and Abbie Cotrell
Joe G. Cumpian
Lester and Helen Davis
Marian and Gerald Davis
Michael J. Dipp Jr.
Stephen and Adele Dufilho
Charles and Betty Ebrom
Jeffrey and Renna Embry
Emerson Electric Co.
Tom C. Frost
Gilbert J. Garcia Jr.
William Guardia
Barbara P. Hervey
IBM Corp.
Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers

Jackson Walker LLP
Michael and Tricia Jansen
JPMorgan Chase Bank NA
Thomas L. Kayser
Robert L. Kesl
Donald A. Knowlan
Richard E. Langlois
Phillip Levy
Vincent L.Y. and Cherry Lin
Alma L. Lopez
Patricia Mainz
Mattie-Jennie Fund Trust
Bill McCullough
Thomas J. McMahon Jr.
Rebecca P. Millikin
Michael and Judy Molloy
Lawrence E. Noll
Northwestern Mutual Financial 
Network

Ronald and Lina Orr Fund of the 
San Antonio Area Foundation
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Robert R. Ottis
Padgett Stratemann & Co. LLP
Carrin F. Patman
Mary Ann B. Penzel
George G. Persyn
Phi Delta Phi
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation
Thomas and Jane Powell
Billie J. Prather
Stephen and Phoebe Radacinski
Atheilia M. Rechtien
Susan Romo
Lawrence J. Ruzicka
Luis J. Saenz
San Antonio Bar Auxiliary 
Foundation

San Antonio Bar Foundation
David A. and Linda L. Schlueter
L. Charles Scholz
Mary Pat and Stanley Schroeder
J. Robert Scott
Shell Oil Co.
John J. Sieffert Jr.
Silver Eagle Distributors LP
Southwest Research Institute
Edward and Linda Speed
Terry J. St. Marie
J. Barry Stevens
Brother Bernard F. Stratman, S.M.
Brian Toyne and Zaida Martinez
Jim and Beverly Tsakopulos
Tsakopulos Brown Schott 
& Anchors PC

The University of Portland
Alfred A. Valenzuela
Douglas J. Wealty
Rawley L. Weber
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Educational Matching Gift 
Program

Zachry Construction Inc.

President’s Guild
$1,000-$1,851 Annually
Twelve presidents have led 
St. Mary’s University, perpetuating 
the spiritual and educational vision 
established by the Marianists in 
1852.

Accenture Foundation Inc.
Alamo Chapter CPCU
Alamo Environmental Inc.
Felix D. Almaraz Jr.
Omar G. Alvarez
O.G. Alvarez & Associates PC
Jon Christian Amberson
ARAMARK
Michael S. Ariens
Larry J. Arnie
Ricardo A. Baca
Louis R. Baeten
Ball & Weed PC
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Barrett Holdings Inc.
John Battles
J. Scott and Karin Beckendorf
Beere Family Charitable Gift Fund, 
A Donor Advised Fund

J. Michael and Esther Belz
William and Barbara Bennett

The Eugenia & Lawrence A. 
Bertetti Foundation

Bexar County Women’s Bar 
Foundation

Charles H. Billings
Bill’s Pawn & Jewelry
Bruce Blakemore
Ernest L. Bodden Jr.
Franklin L. Bohl
Bolner’s Fiesta Products Inc.
S.Curtis Bonner Jr.
Michael J. Brady
±Dolph Briscoe
Donnie M. Britt
Brock Person Guerra Reyna PC
John R. Bruce
Stewart Bryant
Rev. John C. Bumpus
Cleo A. Bustamante Jr.
Ruben A. Candia
David and Norma Cardenas
M. Richard Carlin
John F. Carroll
Castellano & Carpenter Dental 
Associates PC

Cynthia Castleberry
Richard A. Castro
Castro Enterprises Inc.
Central Builders Inc.
Frank L. Cernosek
Chai Y. Choo
Community Foundation of 
the Ozarks Courtney Family 
Foundation Fund

CorTrans Logistics LLC 
Employees

CPCU Harry J. Loman Foundation
Gregory and Patricia Crane
John and Margaret Daley
Charles A. Davidson
Jeffrey R. Davis
Davis Cedillo & Mendoza Inc.
Michael W. Deeds
Elizabeth J. Dixon
Walter and Ann Duvall
Rex L. Easley Jr.
Steven and Antonia Ecker
Edwards Ministerial Association 
Inc.

Jerome J. Eichorn
Ellison Management LLC
Robert and Jeannine Engberg
Ernst & Young LLP
Homer and Sue Fetzer
Donna L. Fields
Richard E. Flint
Juan A. Flores
Charles S. Frigerio
Curtis L. Frisbie Jr.
Gardner Law Firm
Alexandro A. Garza
Johnny F. Gavlick
Cynthia E.J. Gdula
Genesis Networks
Paul F. Glowacki
Mirella Gonzales
Rosa M. Gonzalez
Gonzalez Chiscano Angulo 
& Kasson PC

Goode Casseb Jones Riklin 
Choate & Watson PC

Jim and Suzanne Goudge
Paul W. Green
Thomas J. Grothues
Thomas and Mary Anne Guido
Howard A. Haberman
Pat A. Haberman
Halo Distributing Co.
Charles E. Hardy
Albert W. Hartman III
Hayden & Cunningham PLLC
Austin A. Herrmann
David S. Herrmann
Melissa P. Hervey
Hornberger Sheehan Fuller 
& Beiter Inc.

Elton M. Hyder III
Steven D. Jansma
Vincent R. Johnson and Jill Torbert
Jordan Hyden Womble Culbreth 
& Holzer PC

Edward and Nancy Kelley
J. Robinson Kerr
Mary F. Kramer
David R. Krause
Candace J. Kuebker
William and Joan Kuebker
Michael T. LaHood
Langley & Banack Inc.-San Antonio
Pat A. Legan
Aloysius A. Leopold
Liberto Management Co. Inc.
Linebarger Goggan Blair 
& Sampson LLP

Nancy B. Loeffler
Sarah Lucero-Calhoon and John 
Calhoon

Glenn W. MacTaggart
Anthony and Marilyn Magaro
John C. Maguire III
Margaret M. Maisel
Law Offices of Pat Maloney PC
Antonio Martinez
Robert and Carmen Mason
Victoria M. Mather
Robert and Elizabeth McAdams
Kathleen A. McCullough
Mark M. Meador
Herman and Anna Meyer
Alex M. Miller
Marshall B. Miller Jr.
Carol Herrmann Morey and Jay J. 
Morey

Lisa Vajdos Morgan
Frederic W. Morton Jr.
Sandra E. Nannini
Chaz and Patricia Neely
Michael J. Novak
George Nuñez
Andrew C. Olivo
Thomas A. Pajda
Carrin M. Patman
Mark J. Pawzun
Manuel A. Pelaez
Debra R. Penshorn
The Pepsi Bottling Group Inc.
Suzanne M. Petrusch
Emilie H. Petty
Philip J. Pfeiffer
Jane B. Phipps
Philip J. Piccione Gift Fund of the 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
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“Our works 
need a father 

who will 
direct them 

according to 
the spirit of 
the Society 

of Mary. 
Be fathers; 
still better, 

be mothers!”
-Blessed William 

Joseph Chaminade
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Dianne and Randy Pipes
Anthony E. Pletcher
Polunsky & Beitel LLP
Richard S. Pressman
Norbert A. Quarles
Israel and Rosemary Ramon Jr.
Donato D. Ramos
Kay L. and Gerald S. Reamey
Lawrence R. Retta
Bahman and Gina Rezaie
Mary Nell Richter
Edward S. Saconas
San Antonio Bar Association
San Antonio CPA CE Foundation
San Antonio Young Lawyers 
Association

John L. Santikos
Patricia and Michael Schill
Paul Seals
Selrico International Inc.
Robert E. Seng Jr.
David C. Sharman
Wilton and Sylvia Shaw
Patrick K. Sheehan
Shell Oil Co. Foundation
Shivers & Shivers
Tanuja Singh
Charles and Ann Smith
David and Dolores Sommer
Frank and Linda Southers
Southwest Gem & Mineral 
Society Inc.

Cody R. Spring
St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association-Houston Chapter 

St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association-Washington D.C. 
Chapter

St. Mary’s University Alumni 
Association-Young Alumni 
Chapter of San Antonio

St. Mary’s University Law Alumni 
Association

Star Shuttle Inc.
Alfred J. Stein Jr.
Michael T. Stone II
Strasburger & Price LLP
Malcolm E. Stratemann
Tom L. Stringfellow
Estate of Mary T. Swope
TETCO Inc.
Arthur C. Troilo
Leslie W. Tschoepe
Enzo A. Uliana
USAA
Paul X. Uhlig
John J. Valentine
Sara F.  Valenzuela
Leopoldo R. Vasquez Jr.
Peter S. Vogel
Joseph C. Wailes
Rad Weaver
Anthony E. Weynand
Claire and Dan White Family
Bruce P.  Wilson
Robert J. Wilson
Winstead Attorneys-Dallas Office
Wortham Insurance & Risk 
Management

Karen L. Zachry

Gold and Blue Club
$500-$999 Annually
Our alma mater, “The Bells of 
St. Mary’s,” calls all alumni to sing 
praises for the glory of the “gold 
and blue,” St. Mary’s school colors.

Accretive Solutions
Adami Shuffield Scheihing 
& Burns PC

Jim G. Aguilar
Rosalind V. Alderman
The Allstate Foundation
AMD Matching Gifts Program
Amegy Bank of Texas
Ruth A. Archer
Theodore V. Arevalo
Austin Calvert & Flavin Inc.
BBVA Compass Bank
Rene J. Baeten
Mark R. Bagg
Donna J. Baggerly
Bank of America
J. Cary Barton
Charles A. Beckham Jr.
Beldon Roofing/Leaf Guard 
Gutters

Samuel D. Bell
James T. Blaise
George A. Blakey Jr.
Eddie and Donna L. Block
Gerald A. Boerner
Patricia F. Braddock
Herbert A. Briesacher
Thomas J. Brieske
James and Kathleen Burch
Caroline A. Byrd
Bobbie Cappetta
Raymond R. Carvajal
Frank J. Cavico
Elmo M. Cavin Jr.
Jennifer L. Chadwell
Charles E. Cheever Jr.
Henry W. Christopher Jr.
Charles F. Clausen
Mark W. Cochran
Wendy Couture
John A. Cowan
Donald M. Coy
Theodore F. Craver
Cross & Co. Commercial Real 
Estate

Kenneth and Kathryn Crowell
Gary A. Cunningham
Peggy J. Curet
Rose M. Cutting
Jacqueline O. Dansby
Janet B. Dizinno
William V. Doe
Thomas D. Doerr
The Duke Energy Foundation 
Matching Gifts Program

Ryan P. Dunning
Thomas H. Egolf
John R. Elliott
David Emge
Winston F. Erevelles
Fatso’s Sports Garden Inc.
David and Joyce Finger
Patrick and Carol Fleming
Friends of For Paws

Thomas B. Galvin
Xavier Garcia
Deborah A. Gitomer
Daniel J. Grahmann
Kathleen M. Gray
Ramon A. Guerra
Monica L. Guerrero
Richard F. Gunst
Dianne Hallworth
Jonathan L. Hardt
Julie T. Hatfield
Haynes and Boone LLP
Conrad M. Hein
Richard Herrera
Amador P. Hinojosa
Stephen J. Hitzfelder
Holt Co. of Texas
Joseph W. Howell
Gabriel W.K. Hui
Caroline W. Jackson
William D. Jackson
Stephen M. Jewasko
Bryan W. Jones
Henry G. Karpf
Kevin L. Kelley
Alfonso Kennard Jr.
Virginia and Ernest Kerr
Leonard A. Keyes
Kevin S. Kilbride
C.P. Kinder
Kinetic Concepts Inc.
J. Philip Knight-Sheen
Ralph and Joanne Kuster
George T. Lagleder
Nicolas A. LaHood
Rene Lares
Anna Stewart LeBlanc
Terry N. Liddell
Robert E. Lorenz
Clem Lyons
Thomas F. Madison
John and Julie Maguire
Timothy T. Maloney
William D. Marks
Rodney C. Mendoza
Jack and Carolyn Meyer
Joseph E. Miller
Lou E. Montgomery
James E. Mulligan
Cynthia H. Munch
Francis S. Nathan
Cynthia B. Nelson
Robert G. Newman
Robert J. Noll
Simone L. Norris
Al J. Notzon III
Harry G. O’Brien
M. Margaret O’Brien
Stephen B. O’Keefe
Oppenheimer Blend Harrison 
& Tate Inc.

James J. Ormiston
Robert and Mary Page
Chuck Parish
Rosemary O. Perez
Rebecca Christine Peters
PlainsCapital Bank
Carol S. Pratho
Professional Performance 
Development Group Inc.

Providus Houston LTD

Rackspace
David E. Ramirez
Resources Global Professionals
J. Thomas Rhodes III
Rose I. R. Riley
Richard M. Roberson
C.H. Robinson Worldwide 
Foundation

Dolores L. Rodriguez
William C. Rogers
Stephen L. Rottjakob
Anthony F. Santacroce
Gustavo Santos III
Sharon A. Sartori
Rev. James A. Schiffer
Robert E. Schwall
Robert E. Sefcik
Katherine M. Sisoian
Daniel S. Sitterle
James and Marilyn Smith
Steven J. Solcher
Kirsten Spevak
Bill and Beth Squires
Eugene R. Steele
Student Bar Association
Daniel J. Sullivan Family Charitable 
Foundation

Sysco Food Services of 
San Antonio

George A. Taylor
Todd Taylor
Tech-Energy Co.
Alex C. Tejada
Willis N. Terry
Tesoro Corp.
Texas Capital Bank
Jodi M. Thesing-Ritter
Kimberly A. Thornton
Clarence J. Trenda
Diane W. Trippe
Albert A. Trotta
Andrew G. Ugarte Jr.
The USAA Matching Gift Fund of 
the San Antonio Area Foundation

Fernando Valdes
Stephanie G. Ward
Vasilia M. Wilkes
Wilson, Pennypacker 
& Thomson LLP

Wittigs Office Interiors
Kathleen A. Worthington
Michael J. Zolecki

Pecan Grove Club
$250-$499 Annually
The Pecan Grove at the heart of 
campus is the gathering place for 
the St. Mary’s community.  Alumni 
and friends can be found under 
the shady pecan trees throughout 
the year at various special events.

Harlan J. Adamcik
Jeffrey F. Addicott
Nick S. Aguilar
Cecilia G. Akers
Cecilia P. Arias-Cortinas
Atmos Energy Holdings Inc.
Nicholas Barrón
Michael A. Benavides
Frank A. Bennack Jr.
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James H. Bennett Jr.
Robert E. Bingham
Leland T. Blank
Catherine M. Blashack
Blue Bell Creameries LP
Boeing Matching Gift Program
Edmond and Linda Boenisch
Bohanan’s LTD
Erika M. Bolk
Leslie J. Bollier
Michael R. Borders
Larry Brewer
Douglas M. Brown
W.R. Brown
Samuel J. Buchanan
Joan Cook Carabin
Paul E. Casseb Jr.
R. Michael Casseb
Leopoldo E. Castillo and 
Irene A. Salzillo

Merrie M. Cavanaugh
Gary R. Chernow
David G. Colby
Martin J. Collins
Sarah L. Cooper
Robert C. Cowan Jr.
Anthony and Mary Anne Crosby
Lisa A. Davis
Joseph A. De Gasperi
Mary E. DeLay
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
Ernest M. DeWinne Jr.
Edward and Jane Dingivan
Frank W. Doerfler Sr.
John F. Donovan
Edward J. Dowdy
Dubois Bryant & Campbell LLP
Cyra S. Dumitru
David J. Dybell
Yasmin L. Elkhatib
William G. Elliott II
Douglas B. Endsley
Walter R. Essex
Armando Falcon Jr.
Melba D. Fisher
Arthur J. Flores
Carlos Flores
William H. Forney Jr.
Friends of St. Mary’s University
Giselle F. Gafford
Norma G. Gaier
Roger and Bernice Gamble
Sergio A. Garcia
Carman M. Garufi
Judith and John Gellhausen
Kenneth M. Gilley
Jose G. Gonzalez Jr.
John D. Groth
Barbara A. Gunning
Sue M. Hall
Arthur Hanna
Peter A. Hansen
Melanie Harper
Michael Hartmann
Stephen S. Hennigan
William and Mary Henrich
Archie L. Henson
Shannon Honrubia
Robert Hu
Joachim J. Huerter
Richard L. Huff

Jana L.D. Hunsicker
International Bank of Commerce
Meagen Jawshan
Leroy Jonas
Paul Joseph
Charles J. Jurek
Ann D. Karam
Charley T. Keller
John F. Kinney
Eugene J. Knopik
Stacey T. Knutzen
Thomas C. Kopacsi
Vincent V. Krause
Anthony J. Kujawa
Michael B. Lane
Las Palapas Bandera LTD
Las Palapas Callaghan LTD
Jeff R. Latimer
Steven C. Lockhart
William G. Louis
Marjorie A. Lyons
Russell A. Lyons Jr.
Lee H. Lytton III
Mach 3 Photography
Paul E. Manna
Alejandro F. Martinez
Maria A. Martinez
Sylvester A. Mauro
Carl V. Mazzocco
Timothy S. McCormick
Norma Travieso Medina and 
David P. Medina

C. Gay Meyer
Timothy S. Meyer
Charles D. Migl
Margaret Miller
Melvin E. Modderman
Jules C. Monier
Leticia Morales-Bissaro
Richard P. Murphy
G.L. Murray
Patrick C. Murray
Jared A. Natho
Barbara H. Nellermoe
Richard C. Nickerson
Richard H. Noll
Charlene O’Connell
Richard L. O’Connor
Edward J. Orr
Robert F. Overman
Wilton L. Pate
Plunkett & Gibson Inc.
James K. Porter III
R.L. Powell
Rick L. Powell
Mario E. Ramirez Jr.
Henry Rangel Jr.
Carol L. Redfield
James A. Richardson
Roy E. Robbins
Diana L. Rodriguez
Pedro A. Rodriguez
Molly L. Roth
Robert P. Roy
T. Jerry Ruhnke
Gloria A. Saldana
Jacqueline R. Salinas
San Antonio Sur Flo LLC
Cynthia A. Santos
Pamela R. Schmidt
Deborah Schueneman

Linden E. Schuyler
L. Wayne Scott
Emilia B. Segura
Michael A. Segura
Rosemary F. Segura
Juan A. and Dolores R. Serna
Shelter Insurance Foundation
Derek and Elvira Smolik
Southwest Business Corp.
Franklin S. Spears Jr.
The Spectra Energy Foundation
John Sporing Jr.
Sport “N” Goods 4 U
John F. Sprencel
St. Mary’s University Women’s Law 
Association

State Farm Cos. Foundation
Connie L. Stein
Edward F. Stemac
John B. Stewart
James O. Suber Sr.
Lori A. Swete
Steven B. Sylestine
Martha B. Tanner
Katherine and Craig Tapley
Lee J. Teran
Texas Aquatic Enterprises Inc.
Daisy B. Thames
Daniel S. Thompson
Thompson’s Electric Service Inc.
Mark Thornton
Jerry D. Todd
Jeffrey E. Tolliver
Shirlee B. Toon
Terry Topham
Juan A. Torres
Michael J. Trask
William S. Trivette
Glynn W.  Tschirhart
Lloyd C. Tschirhart
Juan M. Valadez
James F.  Van Houten Jr.
Denise G. Van Wyngaardt
Romeo A. Vela Jr.
Verizon Foundation
Daniel P.  Villanueva Jr.
Sylvia F.  Villarreal
George A. Watts
Gregory J. Weisbruch
Carl P. Weynand
Marc K. Whyte
Justin L. Willmann
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr LLP

Miguel D. Wise
Kandy S. Wittenberg
Wilson M. Yager
Elsa O. Ybañez
Lisa V.  Yeh
Carlos M. Yzaguirre
Yzaguirre & Chapa Attorneys 
at Law

Edgar G. Zepeda
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“Marianist 

education 
insists upon 

an evidenced 
commitment 
to excellence 
in all that is 
undertaken, 

whether it 
be in our 

professions, 
our family 

lives or our 
commitment 

to civic 
engagement.”

 -President Cotrell

Gold    Blue& 33FALL 2010



The Rattlers Club
$100-$249
According to legend, the 
University’s football field required 
a pre-game ritual – athletes 
and faculty carefully removed 
rattlesnakes from the playing 
field. The Rattler remains a proud 
symbol of St. Mary’s collegiate 
spirit.

3M Foundation
Daniel B. Abkemeier
Rosie V. Abreu
Gustavo L. Acevedo Jr.
Norman J. Acker
Phillip R. Acosta
Richard C. Adam
Advitech Inc.
Aetna Foundation Inc.
Guillermo M. Aguinaga
Homer A. Ahr
Roger and Patricia Albee
Nelsie S. Alcoser
Dennis H. Alvey
Marilyn L. Andrews
Dolores and Fernando Arellano
Gilbert G. Arias
Gregory and Patricia Armes
Ruie M. Arnett
Daniel D. Arredondo
Jose J. Arzola
John A. Asbury
AT&T Federal Political Action 
Committee (AT&T Federal PAC)

Gabriel R. Ayson
Anne M. Balog
Patrick L. Banis
Wesley D. Barber
Edward F. Bareis
Marcella J. Barganz
Marialyn P. Barnard
Thomas R. Basinski
Michael A. Beam
Dale and Anna Bennett
Gerard J. Bennett
Joseph R. Berger III
Pamela M. Bernick
Jack A. Berridge
Timothy S. Bessler
Barbara J. Biasiolli
Scott T. Bick
Charles P. Biediger
Lisa M. Biediger
Thomas A. Biediger
Paul K. Biever
Clayton S. Binford
James W. Blagg
Edward J. Blasi
Robert L. Blom
Susan E. Bomalaski
Robert T. Bordelon
Frederick H. Borg
Estevan G. Borrego
Lori A. Borrego
Oliver C. Bosbyshell Jr.
Eric C. Botts
Faye M. Bracey
Thomas W. Brady
Ronald L. Bramble
Chadd J. Bridwell

Jean M. Brinich
Richard A. Brisco
Harold B. Brixey
Charles Q. Brown
Robert E. Brown III
James and Phyllis Browning
John C. Brzezinski
Brittan L. Buchanan
Alton L. Buehring
Eva P. Bueno
Michael D. Bugajsky
David W. Burke
±Homer H. Burkett
Joe G. Burkett Jr.
Cheri L. Burnside
Helen E. Butler-Nicholson
David T. Butsch
William R. Cadena
James R. Callan
Annita O. Calle
Stephen Calogero
Ronald Caloss
Vicki F. Calwell
Vanessa R. Campa-Kowalik
James M. Campbell
Robert Campos
Robert E. Cann
Veronica S. Cardenas
Kathleen Cardone
Scott S. Carnal
Brian D. Carr
Joseph A. Carreon
George Carrum
Casa San Juan Marianist 
Community

Alan T. Cash
Joseph Casseb
James S. Castro
Robert A. Cauley
Anna-Melissa G. Cavazos
Johnny N. Cavazos
Annette D. Celerier
Central Park Lions Club 
Foundation

David E. Chamberlain
Edward C. Chan
Calder W. Chapman
Christopher G. Chapman
Keith and Jennifer Chapman
Luke and Deanna Chapman
Carol S. Chavez
Kurt Choate
David D. Christian
Fred R. Clark
Lisa D. Coe
Deidra E. Coleman
Harold E. Collins
Paul E. Collins
Monica J. Colvin
William and Lois Condrin
Kathleen E. Connor
Alice M. Contreras
Carlos J. Contreras Jr.
Carolyn E. Cook
Gregory W. Coppola
Richard J. Corbett
Gregory W. Crane Jr.
Ian and Suzanne Crawford
Thomas D. Cribbin
Alan W. Crosby
Gene L. Cross

William R. Crow Jr.
Gilbert R. Cruz
M. Rosie Cuellar-Gomez
Blaise M. Cui
Stephen and Joann Cui
Vann Culp
Christopher E. Cupero
Sylvia H. Custer
Douglas A. Cutter
Anna P. Damian
John A. Daniels
Tom Daniels
Carolyn S. Danysh
Gayle H. Dasher
Donald J. David
Arnold R. Davila
John T. Davis
Laura J. Davis
Christopher L. De Garza
George de la Garza Jr.
Rev. Ernest S. Dean Jr.
Sara R. Deason
Harold T. DeKunder
Reynold G. DeLaGarza
Stephanie R. DeLaVega
Joe G. De Luna Jr.
Kelley A. Deming
Daniel F. Derrick Jr.
Greg and Christina DeWinne
Donna K. Diaz
Lupe Diaz
Gregory S. Dicaro
Conrad A. Diric
DMW Investments LTD
Junko Dobson
Ralph E. Domas
Jesse P. Dominguez
John K. Dooley
Melvin Dornak
Jenise Dounson
Robert G. Dowd Jr.
William L. Dowdy
Alan W. Dreeben
Deidre A. Dressen
Charles B. Dreyer
Walter E. Drone
Thomas Drought
A.J. Drummond
E.B. Duarte Jr.
Claude E. Ducloux
Diane M. Duesterhoeft
Brian K. Duffek
Ken and Helen Dugosh
Valeria M. Durbin
Gibson M. DuTerroil
Larry M. Dylla Jr.
Robert E. Dynes Jr.
Charles M. Eads Jr.
Richard L. Edmondson
Richard F. Eglsaer
Anita M. Ehler
Eli Lilly and Co. Foundation Inc.
Lance F. Elliott
M. Yvonne Ellis
James R. Emery
Deanna M. Ennis
Carolyn S. Epperson
Charles R. Erlinger
Gerard J. Eschmann
Manuel Esparza III
James S. Estrada

Gricelda O. Etter
Maria R. Euler
Faculty Gifts of Service
Heather A. Farmer
Francis X. Farrell
Giovanni G. Fazio
John C. Fecci Jr.
John and Rita Feik
Maria Fernandez-Merlo
Yvonne M. Ferrario
Roy Fey
Paul F. Fichtinger
Lisa M. Finnie
Patrick M. Flachs
Victor L. Flieller
Edward P. Flores
Edward Q. Flores
Mark S. Flusche
William K. Foitik
Vincent Fontana Jr.
Cleo L. Fowler
Robert E. Fox Jr.
Tony J. Franckowiak
Leticia A. Franco-Rueb
George L. Franklin
John and Bethann Freeland
Friends of St. Mary’s University 
Police Christmas Gift Program

Donald B. Frost
Gerald M. Fuhrman
LuAnn Fullilove
Joseph P. Fulton
John L. Furnish
Laura A. Gabrysch
Celina M. Galvan
Jose G. Garcia
Rafael Garcia Jr.
Sarah E. Garrahan-Moulder
Andrea Garza
Gregory R. Garza
Jorge A. Garza
Roger Garza
Thomas W. Gendry
Debra L. George
Clarence A. Gerfers Jr.
Paul J. Germano
Audrey M. Gidney
Billie R. Gilliam
Steven and Carmen Goldberg
James J. Gomez
George R. Gonzales
Jenee M. Gonzales
Henry S. Gonzalez
Maria D. Gonzalez
Robert A. Gonzalez
Sara S. Gonzalez
Veronica Gonzalez
Harold J. Gorrell Jr.
Paul and Mary Govoni
James M. Grant II
Lisa G. Grant
Terrance B. Gratton
Bruce E. Green
Robert D. Green Sr.
Keith Greene
Catherine E. Griffin-Ross
Thomas G. Gruidl
Patricia Y. Guajardo
Donald J. Gudinas
Kurt A. Guerdrum
Joe M. Guerra
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Maria E. Guerra
Terrence H. Guishard
Rene Gutierrez
Urban A. Gutting
Trice W. Haas
Murray J. Hacker
Herbert H. Hahn Jr.
Jeremy P. Hahn
James R. Hale
William T. Haley Jr.
Douglas L. Hall
Justin L. Haloot
The Hand Center PA
Christopher Hansen
Jessica M. Harbin
Thomas P. Harrell
William E. Harrison
Benjamin S. Hart
Leticia T. Hart
Roque H. Haynes
Thad Heartfield
Paul C. Hedges
Jay and Kay Heizer
Paul D. Henderson
David N. Hernandez
George B. Hernandez Jr.
Delicia M. Herrera
Irma D. Herrera
Daniel J. Higgins
Renee Higgins
Michael L. Hill
Thomas R. Hingst
Raymond C. Hinojosa Jr.
Alicia Hinojosa-Aguirre
Martha C. Hitzfelder-Blackwell
Karen and Tim Hixon
Michael J. Hoffmann
Peter Hoffmann-Pinther
Leon L. Holland
Law Offices of Holland 
& Holland LLC

George E. Holmes
Barbara E. Horan
Jacqueline F. Horras
Lloyd and Bettie House
Patrick E. Howard
Robert Howard Jr.
Walter T. Howard
Maria D. Huck
Juan M. Huerta
Lance K. Huff
Willis J. Humiston
Daniel C. Hunt
Charles T. Hutzler
iGive.Com
William L. Israel and Eileen T. 
Breslin

John B. Ives
Celine A. Jacquemin
Richard C. Jaworski
Larry V. Jendrusch
John P. Jennings
Jill R. Jensen-Brye
Maria G. Jimenez
Jordan C. Johnson
Noel L. Johnson-Hodge
Norman Jolly Jr.
Mollie J. Jonas
John P. Jones
Nancy L. Jones
John Jowdy Jr.

David E. Jungbauer
Gail Kaciuba
Lawrence T. Kajs
Jack B. Kallison Jr.
Charles S. Kammer
Kelly M. Karnei
Bernard Katz
Chris R. Keller
William D. Kent
Nancy N. Kerr
Frank L. Kersnowski
Norma S. Ketchum
Grace E. Keyes
J. Derwin King
Alfred H. Kircher Jr.
Steven Kirchner
Charles B. Kitowski
Henry G. Kleck
John P. Klein
N.J. Kleiss Sr.
Regina D. Klemcke
Theresa M. Knight
Ruth S. Knox
Jerome E. Koch
Robert W. Kosar
John W. Kosub
Eileen S. Kottenstette
Siobhan F. Kratovil
Richard L. Krema
Alan J. Kristynik
Craig and Jeanne Kuebker
David and Michelle Kuebker
James S. Kuhl
Elaine Kymes
John C. LaCoke
Max T. Langley
Mary J. Lara
Linda L. Lattimore
Gary E. Legan
Marcella C. Lesher
Robert C. Letsch
Margaret S. Levy
Susan M. Lierz
Cynthia Lindsey
Renee B. Little
Wayne S. Livingstone
Mark D. Lobner
John A. Longoria
Juan Longoria III
Lilliana P. Lopez
Nettie and Jose Lucio
Terry M. Lurtz
Milton J. Lutz Jr.
Joelina L. Machera
Douglas P. MacLachlan
John R. MacRae
Lauren W. Madrid
James A. Manning Jr.
Ellen Manzullo
James R. Marbach
Courtney S. Marcus
Franklin Marfia
Charles G. Marler
Theresa L. Marquina
Belda I. Martinez
Carlos E. Martinez
Chris and Veronica Martinez
Fernando and Sonia Martinez
Guillermo D. Martinez
Lynette L. Martinez
Shirley J. Martyn

Les and Diane Maruquin
Brother Jerome Matz, S.M.
Jorge A. Maycotte
Ronan B. McAshan
McBreen & Kopko MG
David S. McBurnett
Paul D. McCarthy
Betty McClinton
Charles C. McCoy Jr.
Earl N. McDonald
Patrick K. McDowell
Clarence R. McGowan
David F. McGrevy
Joe and Jennifer McKinney
Kevin C. McStravic
Andrew Medina
David E. Melchor
John A. Menchaca
Alicia G. Mendoza
William D. Meskill
Christopher P. Metress
Anthony B. Meurer
James A. Meurer
Frederick E. Meyer
Phillip M. Mezey
James A. Miller
Sherman Miller Jr.
Doy P. Mims
Jacqueline L. Moczygemba
Kristin A. Moczygemba
David and Teresa Moeller
Michael L. Molak
Mark A. Monfrey
Romulo E. Montilla
Michael J. Moore
Grace Moore-Aguilar
Ernest J. Mora
Alfred A. Moreno III
Roy T. Moriarity
Guadalupe A. Moron
Mark Morris
Roger H. Morris
Stephen F. Morris
Edwin L. Mueller Jr.
James W. Muir
Thomas Y. Murguia
Michael M. Murphy
Ken Murray
Marvin J. Murray
Mary A. Murray
James F. Myers
Jimmie M. Najvar
Raul Nañez Jr.
Daniel A. Naranjo
Bernard C. Nelson Jr.
John B. Nelson Jr.
Martin P. Nelson
James F. Neumann
Gloria G. Nieto
David W. Nixon
Harry W. Nixon
Anthony Nkwo-Okere
Karen Norman
Marcel C. Notzon II
Ronald K. Obadal
Bryan R. O’Boyle
Debra A. O’Boyle
Chris E. O’Connor Jr.
Timothy P. O’Connor
Brian J. O’Donnell
Kathleen O’Donnell
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“Christian 
formation 

implies both 
education 

and teaching, 
because 

religion is 
at the same 

time life and 
doctrine, 

where the 
latter is 

the basis of 
the former. 

The faith 
of students 

should have 
a solid base of 
instruction in 

religion. ”

 -Blessed William 
Joseph Chaminade
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Robert O’Donnell
Mary Lou Okruhlik
Robert R. Ornelas
Rene and Kathleen Ornes
Richard C. Ott
Nancy and William Otto
Steven H. Oulvey
Leticia J. Pacheco
Francis E. Palma
Paulinda E. Pangaldan
Nick J. Pantuso
Stephen T. Paone
Paul R. Paquelet
Laura L. Parker
Cynthia M. Pataray
Biff and Anne Pennypacker
Carlos L. Perez Jr.
William E. Perry III
Max C. Petri Jr.
Howard W. Pettengill Jr.
Gus Pflugmacher III
James E. Phelan
David and Juliene Phillips
Kimberly M. Phillips
Joe A. Pina
Nathan N. Pipes
Rev. Anthony J. Pogorelc, S.S.
Victor J. Pohler
Stephen J. Pons
Bill D. Pope
David C. Pozzi
Frank W. Price
Robert B. Price
Henry R. Priesmeyer
George and Irene Primera
Teri J. Proctor
Bryan J. Prukop
David A. Puccio
Art and Nancy Pue
Jerilynn W. Putnam
Gilbert D. Pyka
George F. Rabe
Daniel P. Ragsdale
David W. Rainosek
Lucha R. Ramey
Anthony T. Ramirez
Antonio I. Ramirez
Roland E. Ramirez
Susan K. Ramirez
John J. Range
Ralph L. Rapp
Katherine E. Ray
John C. Rayko
Robert C. Read Jr.
Craig E. Reese
Romero H. Reid
Joseph A. Reyes Jr.
John J. Rheinberger
Donald H. Ribbing
Lloyd L. Rich
Otto Richter Jr.
Marilyn A. Ritchey
JoAnn R. Rivas
Grady L. Roberts Jr.
Angelica Rodriguez
Cecilio G. Rodriguez Sr.
Ronny R. Rodriguez
Elizabeth C. Rogers
Wayne Romo
Dorothy A. Rosales
Stephen E. Rosenauer

David F. Rosow
Charles J. Rother
Elizabeth A. Rothwell
Sarah C. Rozinek
Charles H. Ruble
William Ruehman
James Ruiz and Michelle Carnahan
Jesse Ruiz Jr.
Terri Anne Russell
Gene E. Ryder
John G. Salinas
Karin R. Samman
Samy’s Embroidery Club
Gabriel and Anna Sanchez
Gilbert A. Sanchez
Isaac C. Sanchez
Johnny R. Sandoval Jr.
Robert R. Sargent
Harley S. Savage
Gregory and Ellen Sawko
W.C. Sawyer
Clarence A. Scheel
Robert C. Scheibel
Fred and Margaret Schellenberg
Ryan T. Schilhab
John F. Schilling
Michael G. Schlafly
Georgina B. Schmahl
Melvin A. Schoech
James R. Schulte
Gordon E. Schutze
Gary L. Schwarz
Dennis R. Scotka
Lynn M. Scott
Samantha B. Scrivner
Naida S. Segura
Lisa L. Sellers
Sendero Wealth Management LLC
Carla A. Servin-Ruiz
Robin Seth
Mary Cribbin Sewing
Benjamin F. Sharp Jr.
James C. Sharp
Martin J. Shaughnessy
Henry S. Shaw
Connor G. Sheehan
Jannie M. Sheinker
Kenneth J. Shelley
Sylvester M. Shelton
James R. Sherwood
Loretta L. Shill
Paul M. Shinkawa
Phyllis B. Siegel
Geoffrey and Karin Simelaro
Lisa Hartnett Sims
Stillman E. Sims
Stephanie G. Sinclair
Westley Skidmore
P. Randolph Slaughter Jr.
Joseph S. Slezak
Paul and Maria Smith
Paul D. Sodeman
Robert O. Sosa
Teresa R. Sosse
Jennifer M. Speed
Kenneth K. Speirs
Stephen A. Spence
L. Jerry Spengler
Johnnie D. Spraggins

St. Mary’s University Law Students 
2009 Global Trafficking Innsbruck 
Class

Michael J. Stehling
Richard J. Stencel
Mary B. Stich
Carolyn A. Stigler
David C. Stockton
Cynthia A. Stooksberry
William T. Sullivan
Ben J. Sultenfuss Jr.
Robert J. Sweeney
Ambrose A. Szalwinski
Nancy Szalwinski
J.E. Talarski
Richard S. Taliaferro
Nancy Talkington
Matthew H. Talty III
Faye D. Tatum
Clifford M. Tebeau
Carlos G. Tejada
M. Stella Tenorio
Wanda L. Thedford
Michael G. Thompson
Patricia A. Thompson
Darrel Tidaback
Jacob Tijerina Jr.
John J. Tobin Jr.
Rudy Tovar
William F. Traeger Jr.
Manuel G. Treviño
Anne Winter Troupis
Clifford L. Trowbridge
Jeff R. Turner
Thomas L. Turner
Benjamin L. Underwood
Christina A. Underwood
Paul J. Van De Walle
Berend M. Van Der Meer
Teresa M. Van Hoy
Albert A. Van Veen
Edward A. Vara
Arnold B. Vardiman
David C. Vasquez
Daniel A. Vela
David R. Vela
Roberto Vela
Benita Veliz
Johnny L. Veselka
Neftali Villafranca
Leandro J. Villanueva
Maria I. Villanueva
Diana Villarreal
Katrina V. Villarreal
Aurelia S. Vincent
Kenneth E. Waclawczyk
Rosemarie Wahl
Bridget R. Wahne
John H. Walker Jr.
Carl O. Wanke
Richard and Patsy Warncke
Vaughan E. Waters
John B. Webster
W. Douglas Weisbruch
Orion J. Welch
Gunther Weniger
David L. Wenzel
Stephen G. Werkmeister
Richard D. Wessels
Rupert J. Weynand
Jack E. White

Joni M. Whitmore
John G. Wickline
Melvin Wiggins
Edward Wilk
Karyn S. Williams
Francis E. Wilson Jr.
Sherry A. Wood
John B. Wright
Marie M. Wyman
Rosendo A. Ybarbo
Dora Ybarra
Patrick Yoxall
Ralph Yzaguirre
Mary A. Zaldivar
Kevin and Ruth Zealberg
Jill M. Zimmerman
Edward J. Zinsmeister
David A. Zolecki

“Marianists 
educate in 

the context of 
community... 

In community, 
as in our 

families, we 
celebrate the 

achievements 
of each member 

as each 
achievement 

contributes to 
the whole.”

 -President Cotrell
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October 28, 2010

SONIA NAZARIO

Author and
Pulitzer Prize-winning

Social Journalist

“Enrique’s Journey”
(Presented in conjunction with the St. Mary’s 
President’s Peace Commission fall program)

March 1, 2011

GRETCHEN STEIDLE WALLACE

Co-author of The Devil Came on Horseback
and Founder of Global Grassroots

 “Transformations: Survivors of War/
Agents of Change”

(Presented in conjunction with St. Mary’s 
Women’s History Month programming)

Many among the world’s population struggle every day 
just to survive. They encounter hunger, violence, brutal 
treatment at the hands of strangers. Two women, whose 
powerful first-hand accounts of the trials of the poor and 
disenfranchised have shone a powerful light on important 
social issues of the day, will share their compelling 
experiences when they visit the St. Mary’s campus.

The Lin Great Speakers Series is made possible by an endowment established in memory of Shu-Chi Lin by his widow, Mrs. Chang Le-Chiao 
Lin, and his son, Vincent Lin, Ph.D., a St. Mary’s alumnus and former faculty member. The series is presented to the public as a community 

service. All lectures are free of charge. For more details, call the Office of University Communications, (210) 436-3327.

TALES FROM THE MARGINS:

Finding Hope for
the Dispossessed?

St. Mary’s University is pleased to announce
the 2010-2011 Lin Great Speaker Series



W H AT  W E teach
St. Mary’s mission of service is thriving! The Career Services 
Center-sponsored back-to-school Continuing the Heritage 
program surpassed all existing records when nearly 600 
student, faculty, staff and alumni volunteers participated 
in the semi-annual day of service. They painted, cleaned, 
stocked food pantries, cleared brush and more, amassing 
2,587 service hours in just one day while helping 24 nonprofit 
organizations at 35 sites in the San Antonio community.  
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San Antonio, Texas 78228-8575
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