
Digital Commons at St. Mary's University Digital Commons at St. Mary's University 

Gold & Blue Gold and Blue 

Summer 2007 

Gold & Blue, Summer 2007 Gold & Blue, Summer 2007 

St. Mary's University- San Antonio, Texas 

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.stmarytx.edu/goldblue 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
St. Mary's University- San Antonio, Texas, "Gold & Blue, Summer 2007" (2007). Gold & Blue. 67. 
https://commons.stmarytx.edu/goldblue/67 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Gold and Blue at Digital Commons at St. Mary's 
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Gold & Blue by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons at 
St. Mary's University. For more information, please contact egoode@stmarytx.edu, sfowler@stmarytx.edu. 

https://commons.stmarytx.edu/
https://commons.stmarytx.edu/goldblue
https://commons.stmarytx.edu/gold_and_blue
https://commons.stmarytx.edu/goldblue?utm_source=commons.stmarytx.edu%2Fgoldblue%2F67&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://commons.stmarytx.edu/goldblue/67?utm_source=commons.stmarytx.edu%2Fgoldblue%2F67&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:egoode@stmarytx.edu,%20sfowler@stmarytx.edu


SUMMER 2007

A Decade of Growing in the Marianist Charism

Law Alum Takes His Legal Education to Baghdad

Examining the Moral Implications of Science

St. Mary’s – Always International and Global



On the Covers

On the front cover: Larry Hufford, Ph.D., professorof internationalrelations,
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of theaccountingdepartmentin theBill GreeheySchoolof Business,andAaron
Tyler, Ph.D.,visiting assistantprofessor of internationalrelations.While in the
nation’s capital, Dhaka,theylearnedabouturbandevelopmentprojectsandsocial
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sustainabledevelopmentinitiatives,healthandsanitationefforts,mirco-lending
programs, aswell as farmingandotherlocal industries.

On the back cover: St.Mary’sstudentsgatherto prayin solidaritywith their
peersacrossthenation for theVi rginiaTechcommunityafterthatcampus
experiencedthedeadliestmassshootingin U.S. history onApril 19,2007.
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St. Mary’s University,

as a Catholic Marianist University,

fosters the formation of people in faith

and educates leaders for the common good

through community,

integrated liberal arts and professional education,

and academic excellence.
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From the Editor

Webelieveat St.Mary’s thatour legacyof

success lives in ourstudentsandgraduates.

How they conduct themselvespersonallyand

professionally – asindividualsandcollectively

– speaksvolumesabouthow theyembraceand

continueto advance theMarianistvaluesof

excellence, service, outreachandcompassion.

Wearepleased to presentmanyof their

stories to you in this issueof Gold& Blue.

Amongthem is senior businessstudentSarah

Proper who,at age15,sufferedaseriesof

strokesandnow includesin herlife’s goals

helping andeducating othersthroughherwork

with theAmericanHeartAssociation.Thereis

1993graduateBrian Andersonwho,while

living outhisdream asaplay-by-play

announcer for theMilwaukeeBrewers, is

honingtheexcellent communicationskills he

learned atSt. Mary’s while bringingjoy to

thousandsof fans. And, thereis thedynamic

duoof Ruben andVeronicaEscobedo– well-

knownin theSan Antoniocommunityand

beyondfor their leadershipandservice.

You’ll also read abouthow theMarianist

Leadership Program – celebratingits 10-year

anniversary – is developinganewgeneration

of servant leaders, St.Mary’s longstanding

commitment to internationalization,aswell as

acompelling look at bioethicsin thecontextof

Catholic doctrine.

Thanksto LedaKarchmerof Houstonwho,

having read aprofile onstudentJeanChooin

thelast issueof Gold& Blue, wroteto correct

an inaccuracy. In thatbrief aboutChoo’s

recognitionby OprahWinfrey for heressay

written about“Night,” we incorrectlyreferred

to Elie Wiesel’s bookasanovel.As aptly

stated by Karchmer, “Night” is Wiesel’s

personal testimonyof thehorrific occurrences

in theNazi concentrationcampsduringWorld

War II.

Wealwayswelcomefeedbackfrom our

readers. Keep in touchandbesureto visit the

St.Mary’sWeb site(www.stmarytx.edu)often

to keep upon theseandothereventsandnews.

—CandaceKuebker
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Catholic social teaching and

Marianist values instill in us

the obligation to serve humankind

and advance the common good.

As a Catholic and Marianist

university, we are called to

ethically educate for service. Pope

John Paul II put it succinctly:

“Loving our neighbor has global

dimensions in a shrinking world.”

Robert Coles, aworld renowned
child psychiatrist andPulitzerPrize
winner, spokeat St.Mary’sadecade
agoaspart of theLin GreatSpeakers
Series. In oneof hisseminalworks,
“TheCall of Service” (1993), Coles
advanced hisbelief thatservicehasa
transformative influenceon thosewho
heed thecall. Hesaid thatservice
shouldbeanessential componentof
highereducation and thatserviceisa
natural moral impulse– “l inked to a
humaninstinct that’spartof all the
religioustraditions.”

Service is notonly anaturalmoral
impulsebutalso thefoundationof
Catholic social teachingandMarianist

values.AsaCatholic andMarianist
university, ourobligationis notonly to
educatefor service, but to provideour
studentstheworking laboratoriesthat
allow them to see thepossibili tiesof
what canbeachievedby helpingothers
– in ourownneighborhood,in our
nation, in ourworld. By educating to
serveandofferingopportunitiesto
servewewill producegraduateswho
aretrueservantleaders.

Lastmonth St.Mary’s hostedthe
annual Marianist UniversitiesMeeting
(MUM). Faculty, staff andstudents
from St.Mary’s andoursister
institutions,theUniversity of Dayton
andChaminadeUniversity, gatheredto

reflect on thetheme“Mission and
Internationalizing Education.” During
that timewegrappledwith anumber
of questionsrelated to educatingto the
new reality of ahighly interdependent
globalsetting. How dowebesteducate
in bothinternational knowledgeand
ethics in aglobal context?How dowe
educateapersonwhocanmoveeasily
and respectfully betweencultures?
How doweeducate theworld citizen
of tomorrow?

Someof theanswers to those
questionscan befoundby lookingat

theserviceopportunitiesaffordedour
students. Earlier this summer,junior
Megan Freasier joinedstudentsfrom
oursister institutionsfor aservice
immersion trip to theMarianistservice
project in Uxpanapa,Mexico.During
MUM, Megan spokeabouthow that
experiencechanged herandherfellow
students: “In overcomingthemany
cultural differences andin stepping
beyondboundaries, all thestudents
were impacted greatly andperhaps
even felt thelasting effectsof
internationalization onasmall
scale…In those two weeksof service
andbuildingcommunity,Mexicans
andAmericansdevelopeda

relationship that will neverbe
forgotten and togetherformedanew
cultural identity influencedequallyby
bothsides.”

Thetransformationalexperience
shared by Megan andherpeersis only
oneof many that Marianistuniversities
offer students. At St.Mary’s, service
outreach takesstudentsto New
Orleansto rebuild homesandto
Bangladesh to learn aboutsustainable
development.In fact, our front cover
captures Larry Hufford, Ph.D.,
professor of international relations,
interacting with thepeopleof
Bangladesh while travelingtherewith
faculty andstudentsthis summer.The
Marianist Leadership Program(MLP)
this fall will immersesome75students
in servant leadership development
while educating them in theMarianist
charism. Thestudyof international
relationsatboththeundergraduateand
graduate levels continuesto attract
moreandmorestudentseachyearas
ourglobal communitybecomes
smaller andmore interdependent.
Thosegraduatesmoveon to careersin
theForeign Serviceandwith non-
governmental organizationsand
nonprofits aroundtheworld.

Accordingto theU.S.Conference
of Catholic Bishops, whenaddressing
faithful citizenship,“the most
important challengeswe facearenot
simply political, economic,or
technological, butethical,moral,and
spiritual…A renewedcommitmentto
faithful citizenshipcanhelphealthe
woundsof ournation, world, and
Church.”

As stated in Vision 2012,
“St.Mary’s University will excelin
developinggraduateswho, inspiredby
faith, are informed communitybuilders
whoseek understandingandwisdom
for thecommongoodof societyand
whoareprepared to leadextraordinary
lives.” In this issueyouwill readabout
servant leadership, compellingsocial
issueswith moral considerations, and
aboutalumni whoare indeedleading
extraordinary lives. �

Educating for International Knowledge
and Ethics in a Global Context
by Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D.,President

Service is not only a natural moral impulse
but also the foundation of Catholic social
teaching and Marianist values.



Lin Series to Focus on Interfaith
Dialogue

Thethemefor the2007-2008Lin Great
SpeakersSeries is “ InterfaithDialogue:A
Pathway to Peace.” St.Mary’s hasextended
invitationsto representativesof Islam,
Judaism andCatholicism,thethreereligions
whose traditionsreachbackmillenniainto the
Holy Land, to addressthereligiousand
theological issues thatimpactattemptsto
establish aviablepeacein that land.

Speakersanddatesareto bedetermined.
Visit www.stmarytx.edufor updates.

Learning Exchange Starts in Germany
Five St. Mary’s business students traveled to Schmalkalden, Germany, this summer with
Keith Russell, dean of the Bill Greehey School of Business (back center), and his wife,
Margaret (at his left), to participate in the 2007 International Summer School. The
St. Mary’s students are Lucia Sobrevinas (far left), Curtis Lucas (third from left in white
shirt), Sarah Ingram (fourth from right in yellow shirt), Michelle Wolford (back row)
and Lindsey Magaro (far right). Also pictured are three of the five Schmalkalden
University of Applied Sciences students who will attend St. Mary’s this fall for the one-
year M.B.A. program. This learning exchange is the result of a new agreement between
the two institutions, which is part of the University’s effort to broaden international
learning opportunities available both on campus and abroad for St. Mary’s students.

All in the family
Three members of one family – spanning two generations – all walked the
stage on the same day during the May commencement exercises. Nelson
Sigoloff (from right to left) earned a degree in applied management, his son

Samuel Sigoloff earned his biology degree, and his nephew Bryan Sigoloff
earned a marketing degree. Samuel, a member of the Army ROTC
while at St. Mary’s, was commissioned as an Army officer in May and
will start medical school in the fall at the University of Ohio. The three
began their studies at different times, with Nelson completing his
degree through the evening studies program. Nelson had started his
degree years ago and decided to return to finish after Samuel entered
St. Mary’s.

Electedto leadtheGreatLakes
chapter are: DaveRonzani(B.A. ’78),
president; AndreFrieden(B.S.’91),
vicepresident; andDougMacLachlan
(B.B.A. ’98), treasurer.Thegroup’s
inaugural fundraiser wasoperatinga
sodaboothat theFiestaOysterBake
thispast April, followedby theGreat
LakesChapterGolf Tournamentfor
Scholarships, held June29at the
BoonieBrookGolf Course in
Waukegan, Ill.
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� Short Subjects

Task Force Established to
Revitalize Neighborhood

Foundedandspearheadedby
St. Mary’sUniversity, the
NeighborhoodRevitalizationTask
Forceheldits inaugural meetingthis
past March.PresidentCharlesL.
Cotrell, Ph.D.,headsup theinitiative
that is groundedin St.Mary’s strategic
plan, Vision2012.

Thechargeto thetaskforceis to
collaboratewith St. Mary’sneighbors
andtheUniversity ParkNeighborhood
Association to enhanceandadvanceits
environsby focusing on revitalization
that will includecommercial
transformation,housing rehabili tation,
andinfrastructureandquality of life
improvements.

Thetaskforce ischairedby Ramiro
Cavazos(M.P.A. ’03),vicepresident
of ResearchandEconomic
Development at TheUniversity of
TexasHealthScienceCenteratSan
Antonio.Task forcemembers
representthecity, University,
neighborhoodandbusinessinterests.

Alumni Chapters Expand
Alumni in Chicagoandthe

surroundingareahave initiatedthe
GreatLakesAlumni Chapter.The
Alumni Board of Directorsapproved
thechapter earlier this year.St. Mary’s
newest alumni chapterwill include
formerstudentsfrom Ill inois,
MichiganandWisconsin.
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Workshops Assist
Local Businesses

St.Mary’s recently hostedtwo
businessworkshopsoncampus,
offering outreach to localbusinesses.

OnMay 7, St.Mary’s partnered
with District 7 CouncilwomanElena
Guajardo to presentthe“District 7 is
Openfor BusinessSummit.”Theevent
focused on topicssuchaswriting a
businessplan, exploring financing
optionsand fraudprotection.

St.Mary’s then joinedwith Texas
A&M University for aMay 11
conference to help local companies
better prepare to dobusinesswith the
European Union.Theprogramwas
sponsored by theTexasA&M
European UnionCenter of Excellence,
theCenter for InternationalBusiness
Studiesof theMaysBusinessSchoolat
TexasA& M, and theCenterfor Global
BusinessStudieswithin theBill
Greehey Schoolof Business.

Law School Web Site Offers
Texas Supreme Court
Arguments

Thispast spring St.Mary’s began
offering live video webcastsof oral
argumentsbeforetheTexasSupreme
Court throughtheSchoolof Law Web
site.

Thecourt proceedingsarearchived
on theWebandcan beaccessedby
visiting www.stmarytx.edu/law.
Remoteaccess to theproceedingsof

theSupremeCourtof Texasarea
valuable teaching tool for St.Mary’s
studentsandpromotesthemission of
theUniversity by openingawindow
into our legal system for thecitizensof
Texas.

St.Mary’s is oneof only a few
universitiesnationwideto provide
such publicaccess to astatesupreme
court.

External Advocacy Teams
Vie in National Contests

Fourseparateexternaladvocacy
teamsfrom theSchoolof Law
competed in national tournaments
duringthespring semester.

St.Mary’s finished asoneof the
top10schoolsin theNational
AppellateAdvocacy Competition
sponsored by theAmericanBar
Association in Chicago.Themoot
court team of third-yearlaw student
Kimberly Phillipsandsecond-yearlaw
student JamesRodriguezmissedthe
roundof eight by lessthanapoint.
However, bothPhillipsandRodriguez
were individually recognized:Phillips
as thebest advocate in thenationand
Rodriguez with thesixthbest oral
advocateaward.

Third-year law studentsRobert
AlmonteandPeteSerranowent
undefeated in thepreliminaryrounds
of theHispanic NationalBar
Association MootCourtCompetition
in Minneapolisand reachedthe
quarterfinals. They finishedasoneof

Forum on Entrepreneurship
Announces 2007-2008
Speakers

Curtis V. Anastasio,presidentand
CEO of NuStar Energy LP,will kick
off theForumonEntrepreneurship
Breakfast SeriesonSept.20.Other
speakersscheduled to discuss their
storiesof entrepreneurship include:
� Nov. 20,RayL. Hunt,chairman,
president andCEOof Hunt
ConsolidatedInc.
� Jan.31,GordonHartman,founder,
GordonHartman Family Foundation
� March27,JeanieWyatt, founderand
chief investmentofficer, Southwest
TexasMoneyManagementLtd.

All programsareheldat thePearl
Brewery’s Pearl Stable in SanAntonio.
For ticket information,contactthe
Algur H. MeadowsCenterfor
Entrepreneurial Studiesat theBill
GreeheySchoolof Businessat210-
436-3124,or e-mail
pduffy@stmarytx.edu.

Law Students Stage
‘Puttin’ on the Writs’
Third-year law student Jack Reid
(above) performs with his guitar at
“Puttin’ on the Writs” law revue and
talent show, sponsored by the Student
Bar Association this past semester at
the Josephine Theater in San Antonio.
The Bar Association resurrected the
show after many years of hibernation.
Students performed various comedy
and musical sketches, many of which
parodied law professors, to raise
$1,200 for programs at the Center for
Legal and Social Justice. Reid was the
grand prize winner.

Four Women Receive Franzke Feminist Award
As part of Women’s History Month, the Women’s Caucus of St. Mary’s
presented the 2007 Alice Wright Franzke Feminist Award to four members of
the St. Mary’s community who promote peace, empowerment, civic engagement
and respect of all persons. The recipients included (from left) Patricia J. Mejia
(B.A. ’01, M.A. ’04), director, 21st Century Leadership Center; Maria Elena
Torralva-Alonso (B.A. ’70), co-owner of Creative Events Plus; Carol Redfield,
Ph.D., professor, Department of Computer Science; and Tonya Hammer,
doctoral student, counselor education and supervision.



summer 2007 Gold Blue& 5

Sciencesin Schmalkalden,Germany,
werealsosigned duringthe2006-2007
academic year.

Wuxi South Ocean College President
Zeng Honglu, Ph.D., and St. Mary’s
President Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D.,
capped a momentous day on March 7
with the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding that will welcome
Chinese students to St. Mary’s next fall.

thetopeightschoolsat thecompetition
andwererecognizedashavingthebest
respondent’s brief at thecompetition.

Third-yearstudentsJessicaBaruch,
RebeccaLively andBrianLewis
finishedin thetop10 teamsat the32nd
AnnualNationalTrial Competition,
sponsoredby theAmericanCollegeof
Trial Lawyers, in Houston.

And, third-year studentsMark
LaHood,KeatonKirkwood,Sonja
Sims andPatriciaAguayomadeit to
thequarterfinals of theThurgood
Marshall Mock Trial Competition
sponsoredby theNationalBlackLaw
StudentsAssociation in Atlanta,Ga.

Former Ambassador
Addresses May Grads

Almost 400graduatesreceivedtheir
diplomasfor thesuccessful completion
of studiesleading to thebachelor’s or
master’s degree.Thisdiverse
graduatingclassincludedtwo married
couples,onesoldier currentlyserving
in Iraq,and almost an entire family –
father,sonandnephew– all walking
thestage.(Seephoto,page3.)

Thekeynotespeaker wasHenryE.
Catto Jr., formerU.S.ambassadorto
theUnitedKingdomandaSan
Antonionative, whoaddressedthe
topicsof freespeech,democracyand
civility. AmbassadorCatto’s
distinguishedcareer of public service
includespositionsasdirector of the
UnitedStates InformationAgency,
AssistantSecretary of Defensefor
Public Affairs, Chief of Protocolof the
UnitedStatesof America,Ambassador
to El SalvadorandDeputy
Representative to theOrganizationof
AmericanStates.

Undergraduate Research
Spotlighted

Theeighth annual Undergraduate
ResearchSymposiumandCreative
ActivitiesExhibition washeld March
30on theSt. Mary’s campus.

About100St. Mary’s students
presentedtheir researchin areasfrom
biology to literatureduring theeventin
theAlumni Athletics& Convocation
Center.

Thefi rst LouisJ. BlumeLibrary
UndergraduateResearchAwardswere
presentedto LuciaSobrevinasfor her
researchtitled“TheRoleof High-Tech
Industry Clusters in theFaceof

Globalization: Analyzing Austinand
Guadalajara’s JourneyTowards
Siliconia,” andClaudiaLizbeth
Valladolid for her research titled
“CollegePreparednessof Minorities
andSt. Mary’sUniversity.”

MOU Signed with China’s
Wuxi College

A newpartnership wil l extendthe
bridgeof knowledgebetween
St.Mary’sUniversity andWuxi South
Ocean Collegein China.

Wuxi CollegePresidentZeng
Honglu,Ph.D.,andseveral Wuxi
Board of Trusteesmemberscameto
St.Mary’s in March to signa
Memorandumof Understandingthat
will allow Wuxi studentsto spend
threesemestersat St.Mary’s taking
undergraduate-level coursesin selected
businessareasandcomputer science.
Thememorandumincludesplansfor
expansion into other subjectsand
graduate-level programs.

Cooperative agreementswith
Instituto Tecnológicoy deEstudios
SuperioresdeOccidente(ITESO),a
Jesuit university in Guadalajara,
Mexico, and theUniversityof Applied

Student Leaders Recognized
Fourteen St. Mary’s students were recognized with the 2007 Presidential Award for their
success in academics, service, and leadership during the annual Distinguished Leaders Night
on April 18. Pictured are (from left): Nicholas A. Sisoian, law, San Antonio; Rebecca J.
Viagran, public administration graduate student, San Antonio; Migdalia Garcia, international
relations graduate student, El Paso; Samantha A. Karam, entrepreneurial studies, San
Antonio; Sara M. Reinhard, biology, San Antonio; Henry Van de Putte III, political science,
San Antonio; Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D., president; Ashley L. Shaw, physics/psychology, San
Antonio; Christopher X. Cantu, exercise and sport science, Victoria; Matthew C. Jones,
international relations, San Antonio; Tessa M. Pinon, physics, El Paso; Jessica M. Rodriguez,
English-communication arts, San Antonio; Robert P. Manuel, philosophy, San Antonio; and
Protasahana Hamal, accounting, Jawalakhel, Lalitpur, Nepal. Not pictured is Nicolas J. Frech,
economics, Managua, Nicaragua.



Cantú Plans Active Agenda
at Helm of Law School

Charles E. Cantú, interim dean at the

School of Law, plans to focus primarily on

advancing excellence in the classroom,

engaging alumni to become more active

and expanding international opportunities

for students.

Cantú, the longest-tenured Hispanic

law professor in the country, took over

his new post on June 1 with an almost

immediate impact on the future of the law

school – the announcement of a $1 million

gift from the Lamar Bruni Vergara Trust

for scholarships.

Cantú believes promoting

collaboration with alumni, students, faculty

and the University administration will

further everyone’s interests with the

specific goals of advancing the law school

and helping students succeed in their

studies and future careers.

Cantú, a 1964 graduate of the school,

returned to campus in 1966 as professor

of law, and he has remained for more than

40 years.

Cantú received a business degree from

The University of Texas, an M.C.L. from

Southern Methodist University and the

LL.M. from the University of Michigan.

Before joining the faculty he traveled

extensively in South America, and for one

year was a Fulbright Scholar to Bolivia.

His steadfast dedication to students

and his involvement in many social and

civic causes throughout the region

exemplify his commitment to South Texas

and the School of Law. The law school

class of 1997 thought so much of Cantú’s

mentorship that it started the Charles E.

Cantú Fund, which is used by law campus

ministry to support many ongoing

activities throughout the year. The

St. Mary’s Law Alumni Association

recognized him with the Distinguished

Law Graduate Award in 1999.
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at Credit Suisseandasaninvestment
banker at ContiFinancialServiceCorp.
Sheholdsamaster’s degreein finance
fromNew York University.

Brother Edward Violett, S.M.,
Ph.D.(B.B.A. ’82) waselectedin July
2006to theGeneral Councilof the
Society of Mary as assistantgeneral
for temporalities. Beforeassuminghis
current post in Rome,Violett taughtin
theinternational relationsgraduate
program at St.Mary’s, servingasthe
program director. Heearnedhis
master’s degreein administrationfrom
theUniversity of NotreDameanda
doctorate from theLondonSchoolof
Economics in internationalsocial
policy.

Ruben M. Escobedowill continue
to helm theboard as its chairman,vice
chairman duties remainwith DavidW.
Biegler, andJack PaulLeontakesover
responsibilitiesassecretaryof the
board.

Associate
Dean
Selected as
Faculty
Fellow

Steve
Calogero,Ph.D.,
associatedeanof
theSchoolof

Humanities andSocialSciencesand
professor of philosophy,hasbeen
named a2007-2008TexasCampus
Compact Faculty Fellow.TheFaculty
Fellows Program is anacademic
initiative thatsupportsfaculty in
developingmanydifferentaspectsof
scholarship, including teaching,
discovery, integrationandapplication.

Notable Alumni Recognized
at Law Commencement

TheSchoolof Law honoredthree
alumni at this year’s commencement
exercises in May.

Charles L. Smith,of counsel in the
litigation section of theSanAntonio
officeof JacksonWalker,receivedthe
2007LifetimeAchievementAward for
hisyears of service in thelegal
community.A 1955magnacumlaude
graduateof St.Mary’s Schoolof Law,
Smithhasmorethan 50yearsof
litigation experience.

David A. Ezra (B.B.A. ’69, J.D.
’72), U.S.District Judgefor the

New Members Join Board
of Trustees

St. Mary’s this year welcomessix
new members to theBoardof Trustees.
Eachwill servea two-yearterm.

Edward C. Benninger, vice
chancellor for administrationfor the
Archdioceseof SanAntonioand
former president of ValeroEnergy
Corp., previously servedon the
St.Mary’sBoard of Trusteesfrom
1996-1999.As vicechancellorfor
administration, Benningerleadsthe
effort to establish modern business
practices in thearchdiocese’sfiscal
operations. He is agraduateof Texas
TechUniversity andamemberof the
Order of theKnightsof St.Gregory,a
highpapal honor.

DavidC. Dickson (B.B.A. ’68) is
thepresidentof Great Central
MortgageLtd., asecuritiesfirm thathe
established in the1970s.A former
member of theAlumni Association
Board of Directors, Dicksonalso
served asa longtimeFiestaOyster
Bakevolunteer. Hewasamemberof
RhoBetaGammafraternitywhile
attendingSt.Mary’s.

ClaudeE. Ducloux(J.D. ’77) is an
attorneywith Hill, Ducloux,Carnes&
Youngbloodin Austin. Board certified
in civil trial law andcivil appellate
law, heis amember of theLaw
Alumni Association Boardof Directors
and is aboard memberfor theTexas
Center for Legal Ethicsand
Professionalism. Duclouxhasserved
asan assistant general counsel for the
StateBar of Texas,presidentof the
Travis CountyBar Associationand
chairman of theStateBarCollege.

Edward B. Kelley (B.B.A. ’64)
retired in 2005aspresidentandCEO
of USAA Real EstateCo.Kelley
previouslyservedon theBoardof
Trustees from1984-1991and1994-
2002,includingas chairmanfrom 1989
to 1991.In addition to USAA Real
EstateCo., hehasworkedwith La
CanteraDevelopment Co.,andthe
Federal ReserveBank of Dallas.
Kelley wasa1993Distinguished
AlumnusAward recipient. Heearneda
master’s degreein businessfrom
Southern Methodist University.

SusanRomo(B.A. ’85) is director
of theGlobal MarketsSolutionGroup
at Credit SuisseFirst Bostonin New
York. Shepreviously servedasvice
president of theAssetFinanceGroup

� Newsmakers

Steve Calogero
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New Development
Executive Director

Paul “Rocky” Kettering hasbeen
namedexecutivedirectorof University
Development at St. Mary’s.Kettering
joins theUniversity Advancement
teamafterhavingservedasthe
associateexecutivedirector of the
University of SouthernMississippi
Foundation.

At Southern Miss, Kettering
developed aprospect identificationand
management systemthatcontributedto
anew university fundraising record. In
addition to carrying hisownportfolio
of major gift prospects,Ketteringalso
managed a team of development
officers for eachcollege,including
annual andplanned giving programs.

Law Professor Leopold
Marks 40 Years of Service

AloysiusLeopoldwashonored
duringHomecomingfestivities this
spring ashemarked 40yearsasa law
professorat St. Mary’s,andhisportrait
wasunveiled duringtheDean’s
HomecomingReception.

More than 150friends, family,
studentsand former studentsgathered
in theLaw Alumni Roomof theSarita
Kenedy East Law Library to honor
Leopold.

After graduating from St.Mary’s
law school in 1962,Leopold

entertained several job offers,
includingoneto teach law at the
University. Deciding heshouldhave
somepractical experiencebefore
teaching,Leopoldandhiswife,
Agnes, moved to theRio Grande
Valley wherehepracticedrealestate
law.

When Leopoldjoinedthelaw
faculty in 1967,hewasassignedto
teach wills andestates.He finally got
to teach his real love– real estatelaw
– to many of themorethan7,000law
studentshehas touchedoverthe
years.

Crump First
Distinguished
Young Law Alum

Karin Crump(J.D. ’97)
washonored with the
Distinguished Young
Alumnaaward, presented
by theLaw Alumni
Association. Crump,of
counsel in theAustin office
of Martin, Disiere,
Jefferson& Wisdom,is the
first recipient of theaward,
which recognizesagraduatefrom
St.Mary’swithin thepast10years
whohasshownoutstanding
achievement in thelegalprofession
andservice to thecommunity.

Crump,president of theTexas
YoungLawyersAssociation,is acivil
litigator andmediator.

District of
Hawaii, received
the2007
RosewoodGavel
Award,
presented to an
outstanding
judgeor justice
for contributions
to oursystem of
constitutional
democracy.

Stuart Bowen
Jr., a1991law
schoolgraduate
and theSpecial
Inspector
General for Iraq
Reconstruction
since2004,
receivedthe
2007St. Thomas
MoreAward,
presented to a
judge,lawyer,
law teacher or
layperson for
exceptional
contributionsto
legaleducation,
thelegal

profession or government. (Reada
profileonStuart Bowenonpage14.)

Stanush Inducted Into
Texas Institute of Letters

ClaudeStanush, a1939 honors
graduate in Englishandrecipientof the
St. Mary’s University Distinguished
AlumnusAward in 1991,wasinducted
into theTexas Instituteof Letters
(T.I.L.) at its annual springbanquetin
Dallas. T.I.L. was foundedin 1936
during thecentennial celebrationof
Texasindependence for thepromotion
andrecognition of literature.

Stanush is anationally acclaimed
journalist andauthor.Hespentmany
yearsatLi fe magazineand,asan
author,maybebest knownfor his
storiesandbooksabouttheTexas
bank-robbing clan,theNewtonBoys,
aswell asthescreenplayfor the1998
fi lm of thesamename.His latest
collection of stories, “SometimesIt’s
NewYork,” waspublishedthispast
spring.

Alumni Association Honors Three
Distinguished Graduates
The St. Mary’s University Alumni Association honored
three graduates at the annual Distinguished Alumni
Dinner in March. The honorees (pictured above) were
Barbara B. Gentry (B.A. ’71), senior vice president of
community affairs for USAA and president of the
USAA Foundation; Ronald J. Herrmann (B.A. ’57, J.D.
’59), who chairs various family-owned businesses; and
Douglas W. Cross (B.S. ’68), president and CEO of
Zulu Investment Corp., which owns AAA Auger.

Charles L. Smith

David A. Ezra

Stuart Bowen Jr.

Paul Kettering

Aloysius Leopold

Karin Crump



Local Foundation Continues
Support

TheSembradoresof SanAntonio
Educational Foundationaddedanother
$8,000to their existing endowmentat
St.Mary’sUniversity. Earningsfrom
theendowmentsupportscholarships
for studentsoriginating from Bexar
County.

Alkek Foundation Grants
$200,000 for Computer
Lab Classrooms

TheMargaret andAlbert
Alkek Foundation awardeda
$200,000grant to
St.Mary’s to create
two technology-based
classroomsfor
studentsstudying
languagesand
English-
communication arts.

The ‘studio
classrooms’ will
createspecialized
learningenvironments
that augment
traditional teaching.
Thelanguagesstudio
will include25
computer stationsand
accommodate
standard-sized classeswhile
allowing individual studentsto
access thestudioto practicetheir
languageskills. TheEnglish-
communication artsclassroom
will beamultimediaproduction
studio including11computers
and industry-standard software.
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� Good Deeds

Estate Gift Directed to
Renovations of St. Louis
Hall

More than $110,000fromtheEstate
of WinstonR. Norris (B.B.A. ’59) has
been directedto therenovationsof St.
LouisHall, theUniversity’ shistoric
administrationbuilding.Some$2.2
milli onhasbeenraisedin supportof
thisproject.

Marianist Trust Gives
$371,000

TheMarianist TrustBoard
allocatedmorethan $371,000to
St. Mary’s scholarshipsandprograms
for thecomingacademicyear.

Mostof thefundingwill beusedfor
scholarships,with $298,000dedicated
to undergraduatescholarshipsand
$44,500for graduatescholarships. The
University’ sMarianist Leadership
Programwill receive $23,328.
Continuing theHeritage,a twice-
yearly project thatbringsfaculty, staff,
students,alumni andUniversity
neighbors together to helpothers
throughcommunityservice,will
receive $5,400.

SALE Support Tops
$700,000

Since2002,theSan Antonio
Livestock Exposition Inc. (SALE) has
supported studentspursuingstudiesin
thebiological sciencesatSt.Mary’s
University. Since then, SALE has
committed morethan$700,000in
scholarshipsto St.Mary’s students,
which includes themostrecentgift of
$100,000for 10 incomingfreshmenin
Fall 2008.

Over theyears,more than50
studentshave received$10,000
scholarshipsto help coverthecost of
tuition.

Law School Secures Support for Scholarships
Four days into his term as interim dean of St. Mary’s School of Law,
Charles E. Cantú announced the law school had secured a $1 million gift
from the Lamar Bruni Vergara Trust. The gift will establish an endowment
that will provide scholarships for students from Webb County. The first
awards will be made in Fall 2008. Pictured with Cantu are (from left) The
Hon. Solomon Casseb Jr. (B.A. ’38) and J.C. Martin III (B.A. ’62).

Graduates Remember the
Good Ol’ Days
Members of the Heritage Club – graduates of 50 and
more years ago – gathered at a reception during
Homecoming to share memories and get re-acquainted.
The club, which annually conducts a fundraising
campaign, presented the University with $169,331. The
money will support University needs through the
St. Mary’s Fund as well as student scholarships.

Couple Establishes Endowment
Tino (B.A. ’63, M.S ’77) Duran and his wife
Millie have established the Tino and Amelia
Duran Endowed Scholarship for
undergraduate students. Duran (far left)
and his daughter Nina presented St. Mary’s
President Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D., with a
$10,000 check to establish the endowment.
Scholarship awards will be made when the
endowment reaches $25,000.



Harbin Wins Heartland Women’s Golf
Title, All-American Honors

St.Mary’s
seniorgolfer
JessicaHarbin was
namedNational
Golf Coaches
Association
secondteam
NCAA Division II
All- American and
first team All-
West Region.
Harbin finished
18that theNCAA
Division II
Women’s Golf
Championship.
Her finish is the
secondbest for a
St.Mary’s
individual at the
NCAA
Championships.
Harbin had her
best season to
date,winning four
tournamentsand
finishing in thetop10 in nineof 11 tournaments.She
was named HeartlandConferenceWomen’sGolferof
theYear andwasa first-teamAll-Heartlandselection
for thethird-straight year.�
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� Sports Corner

Record Year for Academics
and Athletics

Crosscountryrunner TaraWickets
became thefourth St.Mary’s student-
athletethis spring to earnESPNthe
Magazine/CollegeSports Information
Director’sof America (CoSIDA)
Academic All-District honorsin 2006-
2007.Thefour AcademicAll-Dis trict
honorsthis year representaschool
recordfor asingleyear.Jason
Andersonwasasecond-teamselection
in baseball, JoeDinkinswasa first-
team pick in men’s basketball and
DeannLopezwasasecond-team
honoreein women’s soccer.

Baseball Team Fields
Honors

TheRattler baseball teampostedits
21st winningseasonin 22yearsunder
headcoachCharlie Migl andtheywere
rewardedaccordingly for their playon
boththeconferenceandregional
levels.

EightRattlersearned All-Heartland
Conferencerecognitionthis season.
Makingthefirst teamfor theRattlers
wereMichael Brzezinski, Ray
Camacho,JonathonCisneros, Frank
FloresandTommy Vrzal. Earning
second-team honorswereJason
Anderson,ZachKuceraandCody
Pyle. Vrzal,Brzezinski and Camacho
werealso recognized asall-region.The
Rattlersfinishedtheregularseason
with a38-16overall record anda30-
10markin HeartlandConferenceplay,
just missing theNCAA Regional
Playoffs.

Softball Wins Title, Two
All-Americans Named

St. Mary’swon its seventhstraight
HeartlandConferenceTournamenttitle
andadvancedto theNCAA South
Central Regionfor theseventh-straight
year. TheRattlers finishedtheseason
with a45-18 record. Leadingtheway
for theteamwereMalissaMageeand
KelcyWalker. Mageewasnamed
HeartlandConferencePitcherof the
Year, SouthCentral RegionPitcherof
theYearandsecond-teamAl l-
Americanafterwinning30 gamesand
leading theRattlers to within onewin
of theCollegeWorld Series.

Walker earnedsecond-teamAll-
Americanhonorsfor thefirst timeafter
hitting .384with 15doubles,10
homerunsand49RBI. Shewasa first-
teamAll -Heartlandpick anda first-
teamAll -SouthCentralRegion
selection. Thetwo All-A merican
selectionsthisseasongive theRattlers
37 in their 27-year historyof softball.
TheRattlersnowhave13NCAA
Division II All-Americanselections
andhavehad at leasttwo All-
Americansfive of thelastsix years.

Magee, Walker, LindsayBarnes
andBrittany Kettingerwereall named
NationalFastpitch Coaches
Association All-SouthCentralRegion.
Magee, Walker, BarnesandPederson
werenamed first teamAll-Heartland
Conference. FiveRattlersearned
second-team All-Heartlandhonors:
Brittany Kettinger, LindsayMagaro,
JennaSaucedo,SarahCooperandSade
Moore.

Amoretti, Lim Honored for
Play on the Links

Men’s senior golfers Jamie
Amoretti andKC Lim wererecognized
as thetopplayers in theconference
and thenation for their play this
season.Amoretti, aSanAntonio
native, wasnamed All-American for
thesecond-straight season.Hewasa
first-team selection in 2006whenhe
won theNCAA Division II individual
national championship. Amoretti is the
secondSt. Mary’s men’sgolfer to earn
NCAA Division II All-American
honorstwice in acareer.

Lim, also from San Antonio,won
theHeartlandConferenceindividual
title for thefirst timeandtied the
school record with threetournament
victories. BothheandAmoretti earned
All- Heartlandhonorsfor their playand
also were recognized asall-region.

Staudt Drafted by
Major League Baseball
Rattler senior right-handed
pitcher Caleb Staudt was
selected in the 39th round of the
Major League Baseball Draft by
the Washington Nationals.
Staudt overcame an early season
injury to finish with a 5-1 record
with one complete game in 41.1
innings of work. He started eight
games and had a 3.48 ERA.
Staudt was named Heartland
Conference Preseason Pitcher of
the Year.

Caleb Staudt

Jessica Harbin
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Ruben, a1960 St.Mary’s
University graduateandcurrent
chairmanof its Board of Trustees, is a
SanAntonio certifi edpublic
accountant well-knownfor giving his
money,timeandtalent to causeshe
believes in. VeronicaSalazar
Escobedo retired in 2006from a35-
year career at theSanAntonio
Express-News, whereshebuilt the
community relationsandphilanthropy
departmentfrom thegroundup.

Both their professionalandpersonal
liveshavebeenguidedby their
Catholic faith and their heartfeltbelief
in giving back.

“They makea real dynamicduo,”
said St.Mary’sPresidentCharlesL.
Cotrell, Ph.D. “RubenandVeronica
truly live themission of St.Mary’s.”

A humble start
Ruben grew uppooronSan

Antonio’sSouthside.Heworkedhis
way through college,earningan
associate’s degreebeforelandingat
St.Mary’s, where theMarianistswere
willing to helpout thosewith more
drive than money. “ If youhadenough
money for books, thebrothers would
let youcometo school.Soeveryweek
we lined upon thefirst floor of St.

LouisHall to pay whatwecould.”
After graduation, Rubenspenta

few yearswith PriceWaterhouse in
NewYork beforereturningto San
Antonioasan internalauditorfor
HandyAndy grocery stores– thevery
placehehad worked to puthimself
throughSt.Mary’s. Heeventuallyrose
to company president beforestartinga
CPA firm in 1977.

Ruben attended only three
semestersat St.Mary’s, but took the
lessonsof service, professionalethics
andhuman dignity to heart.He
remembersoneclass in particular,
Brother JohnTotten’s ethicscourse.
“Brother Tottensaid wehavea
responsibility to alwayspaypeoplea
salary that affords themthe
opportunityto live in human dignity.
As an employer, I alwaysaskedmyself
if I wasdoingthat.”

A Call to Serve:
Ruben and Veronica Escobedo
Live the Mission
byGinaFarrell, Director of MediaRelations

Ruben and Veronica Escobedo have made service to community their

life’s work. Each has a long list of activities, boards and

accomplishments, but together they are a team with a vision – a

vision based in faith – to make the community a better place.
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The essence of St. Mary’s
Thelist of corporateandcivic

boardsRuben hasservedonand
continuesto serveon is long:Valero
Energy Corp.,United Way of San
AntonioandBexar County,San
AntonioLivestock ExpositionInc.,
MexicanAmerican CulturalCenter,
andtheSan AntonioMuseumof Art,
to namea few. Hehasservedon
boardsof two other areauniversities,
andco-chairedthesuccessful $22
milli on fundraisingcampaignto
renovateSan FernandoCathedral– the
cultural andspiritual centerof San
Antonio.

Rubenhasreceived theOutstanding
VolunteerFundraiser awardfromthe
Association of Fundraising
Professionals’ local chapter,andthis
year, hewashonoredwith theSoulof
theCity Award for hiswork on the
Cathedral project.

Hecreditsmuch of hisbusiness
successandhisdedicationto serviceto
theMarianists. “I only attended
St.Mary’s for ayear andahalf, but the
impact wasgreat.St.Mary’s notonly
taughtmehowto makea living, it
taughtmehowto live. That’s the
essenceof St. Mary’s.”

A foundation of faith
Veronicacreditsher parentswith

thefoundation of faith thatbecamethe
cornerstoneof her lif e.Growingup in
Rio GrandeCity her mothertaught
CCD to children of migrantworkers.
“My parentstaughtmeto lovepeople
anduse things, not love thingsanduse
people.”

After graduating from OurLadyof
theLakeUniversity, Veronicaworked
for theSan AntonioChamberof
Commerceasa translatorand
interpreter. SoonshemetCharles
Kilpatrick, then-editor of theSan
AntonioExpress-News,whoaskedher
to work ashissecretary.

“ I leaptat thechance to work for a
newspaper. I love to talk aboutthe
goodthingsthatpeopledo.” However,
Veronicanoticed thatminorities–
particularly Hispanics– rarely made
thepaper for goodnews.Thatled to
thestart in 1973of “Dedication
Rewarded,” acolumnin whichshe
highlighted theaccomplishmentsof
peoplewhomadeup thefabricof San
Antonio.

By 1982,theoverwhelming
response to her columnled to the
newspaper askingherto build a
community relationsdepartment.In
1993,shebecameavicepresident.
Veronicaretiredin 2006,proudof her
work at theExpress-News.“For 35
years, my job wasgiving backto the
community.”

It waswhile Veronicawaswriting
thecolumn thatshemetRuben.“I was
doingprofilesonpeoplewith humble
beginnings.Hehad startedasastock
boyatHandyAndy andendedup
president.” A few yearslater,Ruben
contacted her with ideasfor future
columns.Soonsherealizedhehad
anothermotivefor calling.

Veronicaenjoysachallenge,but
shedid not realizehowbig – or
rewarding– thischallengewouldbe.
“When wemet, hewasthesingle
father of four teenagers.I didn’t even
knowhowto cook.”

Veronicatookon theroleof
stepmother with thefaith, graceand
lovesheis knownfor. Recentlyshe

washonored at theAvanceMotherof
theYearLuncheonwith the
Chairman’sAward for herroleasa
mother, civic leader andcommunity
volunteer.

In an emotional speechduringthe
luncheon, their daughterDiana,nowa
mother herself, said: “Throughoutthe
yearswith tirelessenergyVeronica
showed adedication andenthusiasmto
her family, her career andher
community.Shemanagedto makea
lasting impression, becominga role
model for us…shetaughtusthatwe
couldachievewhateverweaspiredto
be.”

Coming full circle
After Cotrell becameSt.Mary’s

president, heapproachedRubenabout
an open seat on theBoardof Trustees.
Having worked togetheronseveral
communityinitiatives,Cotrell knew
Ruben wasright for St.Mary’s.

“Heunderstandsnotonly the
history andbackgroundof St.Mary’s,
butalso thegreat possibilitiesthatlie
ahead asaCatholic, urbanuniversity–
onethat is prominent in theregionand
statewide,” Cotrell said.

Ruben’s mostremarkablequality is
hishumility, Cotrell said, recallinga
day when theEscobedoswereawaiting
thestart of Massat OurLadyof Grace
Catholic Church. Onceit becameclear
therewerenoalter serversfor the
Mass, unprompted, Rubenfilled in.

Pastor MonsignorLawrenceWalsh
remembers thatday andsaysit wasno
surprise. “TheEscobedosarevery
graciouspeople…theyarethereto
assist you if youneedhelp.”

BothRuben andVeronicaarecalled
by their faith to reachout to their
community,and today muchof their
volunteerism centersaroundthe
Church. They areco-chairsof acapital
campaign for theArchdioceseof San
Antonio,helping planthe35th
anniversary of theMexicanAmerican
Cultural Center, andVeronicahas
joined thepastoral councilof OurLady
of GraceParish. “Weareveryblessed.
Themorewegive, themorewe
receive,” shesaid.

“What Veronicaand I havein
commonare thesamevaluesthatthe
Marianistsbring to thecommunitywe
live in and thecommunityof
humanity,” Ruben added.
“Hopefully thosesamequalitiesare
expressed in thework wedo.” �



ManySt. Mary’s studentshearthe
call to community servicefirst
soundedby theUniversity’s founders.
For10years, theMarianist Leadership
Programhas invited studentsto answer
thatcall by livi ng their lives in the
formationof theMarianist charism and
throughMary.

TheMarianist Leadership Program,
commonly referred to asMLP,has
been anessential part of theUniversity
in raisingawarenessof theMarianist
charism andvalues.Greg Gomez(B.A.
’04) wasdrawn to MLP asastudent at
St. Mary’s.

“Thesenseof service is what

attracted meto theMLP, andindeed,it
continued after my graduation from
St. Mary’s,” said Gomezwhohasgone
on to join theAlliancefor Catholic
Education,amaster’s programatNotre
DameUniversity thatplacesteachers
in impoverished communities.
Gomez’s dedication to service
continues today,andheis reminded
daily of whathe learnedin the
Marianist Leadership Program.

Thiscall to servehasattracted
studentslikeGomez to theMarianist
Leadership Program. Sinceits
inception, theprogramhastouchedthe
livesof many studentswith the
opportunity to exploreMarianist
traditionsthroughservice,education,
andspirituality.

Instituted by theprofessed
Marianistsof St.Mary’s, theprogram

takes inspiration fromthehistory of
theMarianist founders,whoworkedin
social justiceanddeveloped
experiencesof communalspirituality.
TheMLP is a four-yearscholarship
program that seeksto educate
individuals in lifelonghabitsof
awarenessof faith andculture,
leadership, andservice in theChristian
tradition. Therequirementsof the
program includeattendanceatweekly
meetings, educational classesaboutthe
Marianist charism andservice.

Based within St.Mary’sService
LearningCenter, which is responsible
for organizing andofferingservice

outreach for everyonein theSt. Mary’s
community, MLP encouragesmembers
to develop servant leaderskills by
coordinatingandparticipatingin
service.

“ I know that theoriginalmission
statement wascenteredon theideaof
service ... I believe thatideais at the
coreof theprogram,” Gomezsaid.
“Theideaof strengtheningthe
surroundingcommunityandeachother
throughservice is extraordinarily
powerful and is whattheMLP
attempted to accomplishin its first
years.”

Reaching Beyond
Campus Borders

In thepast 10years, MLP students
havededicated their timeandenergyto
makingtheprogram grow.A number

of graduateshavegoneon to become
successful leaders in their
communities.SanAntonio-based
service initiatives, suchasthetutoring
programsset upatHoly RosaryParish
SchoolandHoly CrossHigh School,
werestartedby current MLPmembers
Staci GangnonandFrankGonzalez.

Not only doMLP membersaim to
grow in servant leadershipfor
themselvesbut they alsoseekto teach
and foster thegrowthof servant
leadership oncampus.Oneway the
program reaches out to theUniversity
communityis throughtheContinuing
theHeritageserviceevent.At the

beginningof eachsemester,the
Marianist Leadership Programandthe
ServiceLearningCenterco-sponsor a
Saturday communityservice
experienceinvolving St.Mary’s
students, faculty, staff andalumni.
Frompicking up trashin the
surroundingneighborhoodsand
painting areahouses, to makingand
serving lunch to thosewhoareless
fortunateor playing dominoeswith
Alzheimer’s patients,Continuingthe
Heritagevolunteers realizethe
satisfaction derived from serving
others. ContinuingtheHeritage
continues to grow eachyear,with the
January 2007event attractingmore
than 275people– includingparentsof
current students– whocollectively
provided morethan 1,000hoursof
direct service in ourcommunityin one
afternoon.
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Marianist Leadership Program
Celebrates 10th Anniversary
by Christopher Cantu (B.A.’06), andSister Gretchen Trautman,F.M.I. (B.A.’73),
Coordinatorof theMarianist LeadershipProgram

A DECADE OF GROWING IN THE



For thepast decade,theMarianist
Leadership Programhastransitioned
itself into theblossoming programit is
today.SeniormemberJennifer
Buchmeyerpointsto theprogram’s
successivegrowth.

“When I first joinedtheprogramin
2003therewereabout40people
involvedandnowthereare
approximately 60,” shesaid. With the

strongfinancial supportof the
Marianist Trust, in thefall of 2007
membership expandsto 75students,
eachof whomreceivesanMLP
scholarship funded by theTrust.

“I came intoMLPwith BrotherEd
Longbottom ascoordinatorandthe
programreally startedchangingmy
sophomoreyearwhenMLP
participantsbegan to takeownership of
theprogram,” Buchmeyersaid. “I t is
important,especially now, thatthe
participantsput themselvesdirectly
into theprogram; it is how theybenefit
from it – by letting it form them.
Changeisgood.It ispartof the
Marianist charism to educatefor
adaptationandchange.”

Developing Leadership Skills
ThroughMarianist online courses

based at theUniversity of Dayton,
MLP studentsdevelop deeperinsight
into thestruggles theMarianist
foundershad to overcome to carryout
themission of God,andhow each
student can carry on thatmission
today. Theclassesalso teachthebasics
of what communitymeans andhow it

works,especially in theMarianist
family.

Weekly meetingsgivestudentsa
chance to learn aboutthedifferent
aspectsof Marianist life. Theprogram
educates its members to learnand
practice leadership skills by educating
othersandorganizing meetings.Trust,
communication,andgroupfacilitation
skills arepracticed duringretreats,
meetings,projects, andevents.
Communication is fundamentalto the
successof theMLP programasit
teachesstudentsto movebeyond
conveying their own ideas,andto
listenandbeopen-mindedto different
perspectives, which is askill vital to
living in andunderstanding theworld
today. Studentsrecognizetheheartof
theprogram is learningabout
Marianist spirituality andtheyhaveas

their exampletheHoly MotherMary
whosaid “yes” to God’swill in her
everyday servant leadershiprolewithin
thecreationof thechurch.

As St.Mary’s celebrates10yearsof
successof theMarianistLeadership
Program, its participantshavealso
witnessed andshared in the
developmentof a relatedstudent
program at sister school, theUniversity

of Dayton.ChaminadeUniversityin
Honolulu,theMarianists’ third post-
secondary institution, is considering
adoptingasimilar program.

Answering thecall of thosein need
in San Antonioandbeyondthrough
servant leadership is howSt.Mary’s
MLP studentsdescribe their
experience. Each day,theychallenge
each other to loveandunderstandtheir
neighborthroughspiritual reflection
anddiscovery.

“TheMLP hasgrownandcontinues
to growand foster Marianist values.
To beagoodleader, wemustlearnto
beservantsof others,” saidChris
Cantu,a recent graduateof St.Mary’s
anda former memberof thisprogram.
“ I can say that it hashelpedform me
into theperson I am today, andI
couldn’t bemoregrateful.”�
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About the Program

Over the years the program has grown and
adapted to new students and coordinators.
Throughout the years, different coordinators
have brought with them their unique style of
leadership which has helped shape the program
into what it is today.

Coordinators
Judy Geelhoed (1997-2000)
Neomi de Anda (2000-2001)
Marida Carmona (2001-2003)
Brother Ed Longbottom, S.M. (2003-2005)
Rev. Cris Janson, S.M. (2005-2006)
Sister Gretchen Trautman, F.M.I. (2006-present)

MARIANIST CHARISM
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Bowen, a1991graduateof the
Schoolof Law, hasservedasthe
Special InspectorGeneralfor Iraq
Reconstructionsince2004.His job
description issimple,evenif thework
isn’t: Bowenoverseesthe$22billion
theAmerican governmentis spending
on Iraqreconstruction efforts. Hehas
made16 trips to Iraq andhasissued13
reports to Congressdetailingthe
resultsof his inspectionsand
investigationsof boththeU.S. andIraq
systems.

“Everyonehastold amixedstory.
Wehavehad somesuccessesandsome
failures,” hesaid, explainingthathis
officespendssubstantial time
investigating suspectedwhitecollar
crimesby U.S.andIraqipersonnel.
“So far wehaveput fourpeoplein
prison.Wehave78casesongoingand
28casesunder prosecution.”

Themost seriousimpedimentto his
job is thepolitical instability andthe
continuedinsurgentattacksthroughout
thecountry. “This is probablythemost
difficult oversight job in thehistory of
this country becauseof theseverity

and frequency of attacks,” Bowensaid,
addingthat oneof theattacksbreeched
theGreenZonein Baghdadwhile he
was there.

Bowen, 49,aWashingtonD.C.
native, was back in SanAntonio to
attendthelaw school’s commencement
exercises in May. At theceremony,
Bowenwas presentedwith theSt.
ThomasMoreAward, which
recognizes exceptionalcontributionsto
legaleducation, thelegalprofession,or
government. It is an award that oneof
his former professorsandmentors,
interim Dean CharlesE. Cantú,had
won just theyear before.“I am
honored to receive thisawardtheyear
after hedid,” Bowensaid.

In addition to Cantú,several
St.Mary’s law professorswere
instrumental in guidingthedirectionof
hiscareer, includingGearyReamey,
who taughtcriminal law, andMichael
Ariens, whoBowen called“oneof the
most intellectually challenging
constitutional law professors.”

AriensremembersBowenasa
gifted anddedicated student.“He was
deeply engaged in thematerial,and
asked probing,challengingquestions,
which enhanced thelearningof all of
thestudentsin theclass.I was
fortunate to teach Stuartin other
classesduringhis timeatSt.Mary’s,
andhis thirst for learningmadehim a
wonderful student,” Arienssaid.

After graduating in 1991,Bowen
wasabriefing attorneyto Texas
SupremeCourt JusticeRaulGonzalez,
and then an assistant attorneygeneral
of Texasbefore joining thestaff of
then-Gov.GeorgeW. Bush.Heserved
on theBush-Cheney transitionteam
after Bush was electedpresidentand
held other positions in theBush
administration. Prior to joining the
WhiteHouse, hewasa law partnerin
theWashingtonD.C.officeof Patton
Boggs.

Oneof his first experiencesin
international law camenoton the
St.Mary’s campus, butduringa
summer in Innsbruck, Austria,
attendingtheSt.Mary’s Instituteon
World Legal Problems.Bowencounts
that educational experienceamongthe
most uniquehehad,particularlyDave
Schlueter’s jurisprudenceclass there.
“Wewouldgo to cafesaround
Innsbruck and talk about
jurisprudence,” Bowensaid.“What a
wonderful way to study law.” �

Law Alum
Takes His Legal

Education to Baghdad
byRobLeibold, (M.A. ’03), AssociateEditor

Nothing could have prepared Stuart Bowen Jr. for the challenges of

doing his job in a war zone, but what he learned from his St. Mary’s

School of Law professors became the educational foundation for his

work as the top watchdog in Iraq for the American taxpayers.
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Often scientistsbegin their researchwith
thequestion: “Canwedo thisnewprocedure
or develop thisnew drug?”But from the
Catholic perspective, theopeningquestion
oughtto be: “Shouldwedo it?” Scientistsare
oftenloatheto ask professionalsoutside their
field for advice. Yet it is precisely outsidethe
scientifi c fieldsthat themoralissuesmust be
discussed—inphilosophy,theologyand
ethics.

To thatend, theCatholic Churchtakesto
heartits responsibility to examinebiomedical
developmentsin thecontextof theGospeland
Christian tradition, andtheChurchis in fact
doingsothroughthework of a little-known
center dedicated to addressing these
challengingquestionsandcreatingadialogue
to benefit all within theChurch.

Morality and medicine
TheNational Catholic BioethicsCenterin

Philadelphia is oneof thebest-keptsecretsof
thecontemporary Church.It wasfoundedin
1972in St.Louis, Mo., with theassistanceof
theCatholic Hospital Association,astheThe
PopeJohnXXIII Center.TheRev.Albert
Moraczewski, O.P., apracticingpharmacist
beforeheentered theDominicanOrder,was
thefirst president of thecenter, whichhasa
mission “ to promoteandsafeguardthedignity

of thehuman person throughresearch,
education, consultation andpublishingin the
medical and life sciences.”

In 1985,theBioethicsCenterrelocatedto
Boston,Mass. I workedtherefor six summers
in theearly 1990safter makingthedecisionto
concentratemy theologyresearchon
bioethics, convinced thatthis is wherethe
moral action wouldbein the21stcentury.

Examining the Moral Implications of Science

We live in a new era of science, an age of
biomedicine in which questions of
science and public policy also require
moral evaluation. Think of the issues we
hear of so frequently – stem cell
research, abortion, assisted-suicide,
euthanasia, organ transplants, in vitro
fertilization, designer children,
contraception, to list a few.

by theRev.JohnA. Leies,S.M., S.Th.D., PresidentEmeritusandProfessorof Theology

We can, but should we?
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Rev. John A.
Leies, S.M.,
S.Th.D.,
St. Mary’s
University
President
Emeritus,
recently edited
the “Handbook

on Critical Life Issues” for the
National Catholic Bioethics Center,
which looks at major bioethics issues
of the day from the standpoint of the
Catholic Church. He first came to
St. Mary’s in 1974 as an assistant
professor of theology and director of
Campus Ministry. He later served as
chair of the theology department, the
graduate theology department, and
then vice president for Academic
Affairs. From 1985 to1988, he served
as president of the University.

At theBioethicsCenter, I was
involvedin daily consultations,
replying to inquiriesby bishops,parish
priests, hospital administrators, doctors
andnurses. They posedquestionssuch
as“What ethical policiesshould be
establishedwhenaCatholicandanon-
Catholic hospital merge?”“What is the
moral way to handleectopic
pregnancies?” “Whatkindsof
reproductive technologiesareallowed
by theChurch?”

Thecenter’s responsesto these
issueswent to thehighest levelsof the
Church. In 1990, I wasaskedto put
together a report for then-Cardinal
JosephRatzinger (thefuturePope
Benedict XVI) onwhatAmerican
Catholic theologiansweresayingabout
theconditionsunder whichaperson
couldberemoved from life support.
TheCardinal andI correspondedover
thereport.

In addition to amonthlybulletin
called “Ethics& Medics,” thecenter
publishesbooks, andtodayhasbecome
thelargestproducer in theUnited
Statesof booksonCatholicmedical
ethics.Seven yearsago,it begana
“NationalCatholic Bioethics
Quarterly,” aperiodical thatevenin its
shortexistencehasgarneredseveral
first placeCatholicPressAssociation
awards.

Not longago thecenterwasre-
named “TheNationalCatholic
BioethicsCenter,” anindicationof its
importance in themindsof the
Catholic bishops, and it movedto
Philadelphia.

Conversations in ethics
Thisdelving into themoral

questionsof biomedicineis notdone
solely within thewallsof theBioethics
Center. To bring thedialogueout, the
centerfor 27yearshasheld annualor
biennial workshopsin Dallasfor
Catholic bishops, bringingto these
meetingsoutstandingauthoritiesin
medicine, scientific research,public
policy, andmoral theologywho
advancethediscussion.

As manyas200bishopsfrom the
UnitedStates, Canada,Mexico,
Central America, and theCaribbean
attendeach workshop,with their
expensescovered by theKnightsof
Columbus– just oneof themany
magnanimousthingstheKnightsdo
for theChurch.

At this year’s conferencewere
some160bishops, eightof whomwere

Cardinals of theChurch.A keynote
address titled “TheRoleof the
Magisterium in Bioethics,”wasgiven
by Cardinal William Levada,the
former archbishopof SanFrancisco
and successor to CardinalRatzingerin
theVatican’sCongregationfor the
Faith. Thiswasnot thefirst time the
head of theCongregationaddressed
theBishops’ Workshop,asCardinal
Ratzinger gave thekeynoteaddressin
1991.

Incidentally I had theoccasionat
thatworkshopto speakwith thefuture
Popeseveral times. He readilygranted
mean interview for anarticle for San
Antonio’sarchdiocesanpaper
“Today’sCatholic,” andI foundhim to
beagraciousman, well-versedin
English and unlike theimagethepress
gavehim in thosedays(the“Grand
Inquisitor” ). Wespokeaboutthe
variousethical questionsthatwere
being referred to Rome,especially
concerning end-of-life issues.

Continuing the dialogue
A secondkeynoteaddressat the

2007workshopwasgivenby Edmund
Pellegrino, M.D., formerpresidentof
Catholic University of America,
former director of theGeorgetown
Kennedy Instituteof Ethics,and
current director of thePresident’s
Council on Bioethics.Pellegrino,who
spokeon “Bioethics in aPluralistic
Society,” knowswell thedifficulties of
aCatholic moralist engagedin
conversation with secularethicists,
where there is noplacein the
conversation for religiousargumentsor
moral absolutes. But, asheremarked,
“with thecessation of dialogue,civility
ends– andso doescivilization.” The
conversation of Catholic ethicistswith
thescientific world needsto continue,
Pellegrino insisted.

TheApostolic Delegateto the
UnitedStates,ArchbishopPietro
Sambi gavegreetingsto thebishops,as
did theheadof theKnightsof
Columbus, Carl Anderson,andJohn
Haas, Ph.D., presidentof theNational
Catholic BioethicsCenter.Theissues
addressed during sessionsat the
workshopwere thesameonesbeing
discussed daily by themediaandin
politics– thelatest developmentsin
stem cell research, thelegitimacyof
“adopting” frozenembryosfor
gestation, thenecessity of supplying
nutritionandhydration to patientsin a
permanent vegetative state,thelatest

research ondetermining “brain death,”
themorality of variousreproductive
technologies, rapeprotocolsfor
Catholic hospitals, andthe
controversies over vaccinesincluding
theHPV vaccine. (At thetime,Texas
Gov.Rick Perry had mandatedthe
HPV vaccinebeadministeredto all
nine- to 11-year-old girls in Texas.)

Oneof thepresenters,Marie
Hillia rd, J.C.L., Ph.D.,spokeon the
alarmingmovement to imposeupon
Catholic institutionsandprofessionals
what theChurchconsidersunethical
conduct, such as, mandatory
contraceptivecoveragein insurance
policies,giving abortifacientsto rape
victims atCatholic hospitals, placing
orphaned children in homosexual
homes, anddispensing of
abortifacientsby Catholicpharmacists.
Therewasa timewhenconscience
informed by religiousconvictions
wouldberespected; however,in many
statesandcivil jurisdictionsthatno
longer is thecase. Needlessto say, the
datawhichHilliard presentedshowing
thegrowthof thismovementacross
America impressed – anddisturbed–
thebishops.

TheBioethicsCenterin recent
yearshas instituted seminars, meetings
andworkshopsfor priests,deacons,
doctors, nurses, teachersandlay
ministers, striving to reachparishes
andpewsaswell asbishops. Because
of theexistenceof theNational
Catholic BioethicsCenter– andother
Catholic centersand institutes–
bioethics is alive andwell in the
Church today. �
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Just about every college

graduate has a dream job

they hope for. St. Mary’s alum

Brian Anderson wanted to

be a major leaguer.
Anderson’soriginal planwasto get

to themajorsasabaseballcatcher.In
theend,hemadeit there,butnot the
wayheplanned. Earlier this year,he
signedwith theMilwaukeeBrewersas
theclub’splay-by-playannouncer.

Anderson’sbroadcasting rootstook
holdwith theRattler baseballteam
whereheplayed catcher in 1992and
1993.Duringhis first seasonhe
becameknown for hisuniquebrandof
play-by-play announcingin the
dugout;however, it wasin the
classroomstudyingEnglish-
communication arts, whereAnderson
wasinspired to movehisskills into the
realworld. HecreditsmentorsRichard
Pressman, Ph.D.,SisterAnn Semel,
S.S.N.D, Ph.D., andSisterChristine
Catron,S.S.N.D. with showing him
whathewascapableof.

“I don’t think theyknewI wouldbe
abroadcaster. They knewtheyhadto
getonmeabit. I neededa little more
pushing,andwhen I got in front of
them, theyraisedthebar,” Anderson
said.

Morethan adecadeafter leaving
St. Mary’s,Andersonstill hears
Pressman’s direction andadvice.
“Beingabroadcaster, youhavea lot of
writing that youhave to do in your
head.Dr. Pressman is thevoicein my
headwhenI write andwhenI talk.”

But theadviceis not just in
Anderson’shead;Pressmancontinues
to mentorhim to thisday.“When I
writesomethingonpaperI sendit to
him andhavehim edit it. If whatI
produceissatisfactory to him, I’m
goodto go,” Andersonadded.

Pressman has followedAnderson’s
work sincehegraduatedwith an
English-communicationartsdegreein
1993.He’snotatall surprisedby
Anderson’s jump to thebig leagues.
“BecauseI careso muchabouthim,
his integrity, his talent,I havebeen
frustrated for a long timewith his lack
of successgetting this kind of job. He
wasagreat student andopento
criticism. That neverstopped.He’sa
perfectionist in thesensethathewants
to get better,” Pressmansaid.

Anderson’sstart in professional
baseball camequickly. At 22yearsold,
Andersonwas theyoungestannouncer
in professional baseball afterjoining
theSan AntonioMissionsasa radio
play-by-play announcer.Laterhewas
asideline reporter for theSanAntonio
Spurs, and thenlandeda job with the
Golf Channel. Andersonthoughtthen
that hisdaysasabaseball announcer
wereover.

“ It’s hard enoughto geta job in
baseball when youwork in it,”
Andersonsaid. “ It’ s evenharderwhen
you’renotplugged in anymore.I just
felt that my timehadpassed.”

Beforegoingto theGolf Channel,
Andersonunsuccessfully appliedfor
nearly every openingasaplay-by-play
person in major leaguebaseball.
When theBrewersapproachedhim
thispast winter, hedecidedto takea
look butwasn’t expectinganythingto
comeof it.

“ I waspretty committedto staying
(at theGolf Channel)until I arrivedin
Milwaukeeandwalked into Miller
Park,” Andersonsaid. “I said,‘this is
where I need to be.’ After apainful
call to theGolf Channel,I signedwith
theBrewers.”

Anderson’s first seasonin themajor
leagueshasbeen adreamcometrue.

“ It’s been great. It’sbeen
everything that I imaginedand
more.” �

Former
Rattler
Catches

Dream Job
byDerekSmolik, Sports InformationDirector
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International studentsandfacultyunquestionablyadd
richnessanddiversity to campuslife, alongwith aglobal
dimension that is necessaryin theevolutionof acommunity-
based institution suchasSt.Mary’s. Thatis why thegoalto
increasethenumber of international studentsassetforth last
fall in theUniversity’s strategicplan,Vision2012,by
President CharlesL. Cotrell, Ph.D.,andsupported by
SuzannePetrusch, vicepresidentfor Enrollment
Management,is socommendable.

Historically, diversity amongstudents is nothingnewfor
theMarianist educational institutionsin SanAntonio.From
the first day its doorsopenedin 1852,St.Mary’s Institute–
the forerunner to St. Mary’s University – welcomedstudents
of all
nationalit ies
andreligions.
And, from the
start, therewas
akind of
cosmopolitan
environment
that
characterized theschool in downtownSanAntonio.The
institute’s foundingMarianists all werefromFrance,
especially theAlsace-Lorraineregion,andthenameof the
schoolwasadirect translation from theFrench.Forseveral
years, in fact, St. Mary’s Institutewasknownas“the French
school.”

Within adecadetheinternationalaspecthadincreased,
both in thenumberof studentsandteachers.By 1860six
teacherswere fromFrance,two fromBaden(aDukedomat
the time), andonefrom Ireland.Threegradeschoolboarders
represented Baden, GermanyandMexico.

Some20years later, theschoolhadeightforeign-born
Marianist teachers representingCanada,Franceand
Germany, and15 foreign-bornstudents– 14 from Mexico
andonefromIreland.Thattrendcontinuedovertheyears,
andin 1894thenewSt. LouisCollege– siteof today’s
St. Mary’sUniversity – wasbuilt mainly to accommodate
thegrowingnumberof boardingstudentswhomovedfrom
thedowntown school.Therewerestill Marianistsfrom
FranceandGermany on thefaculty,mostnotablyBrother

Damien Litz, oneof the“founders”of theSocietyof Mary in
theUnited States, and the1900censusnotes47 foreign
studentsfromsix countries:Austria,England,France,
Germany, Mexico andSpain,mostof whomwerefrom
Mexico.

Weknowfrom the1910St.LouisCollegecataloguethat
four Mexicansgraduatedthatyear.At thetime, therewere
eight foreign Marianists,amongthemFinland-bornBrother
LouisGarni who, in hisshortlife (hediedat 27), gained
recognitionas abiologist.Todayhisnameis perpetuatedin
Garni Hall, thebuilding thathouseschemistry,earthsciences
andphysics.

Theinternational influencecontinuedthrough1930as
Marianists from
Canadaand
Hungary, were
listed among
St.Mary’s
faculty. At the
highschool
division there
were36

boarders, 24of them from Mexico, includingPedro Viyao de
la Prida, a1932graduate,whowith hiswife, Alicia, left a
legacy of morethan$8million to theUniversityin a2002
bequest.

Thenumber of internationalstudentsandtheir influenceat
St.Mary’s continually increasedafterWorld War II, andthe
faculty always includedseveralforeign-bornprofessors.
From1950to 1970thenumberof internationalstudents
averaged 50each yearandsincethen,at least100
international studentshavebeenenrolledannually.By 1980,
therewere123studentsfrom 27countries,and10yearslater
thenumber of countriesrepresentedatSt.Mary’s hadrisento
42.Since2000,morethan200internationalstudentsstudy
each year at St.Mary’s.

Our international professorsandstudents– asortof
miniatureUnited Nations– coexistpeacefullyin thepursuit
of knowledge, education,andspiritualdevelopment.This
international spirit of cooperation enrichesandbenefitsour
University communitydaily, andis a lessonthat,if embraced
by theglobal community,wouldbenefithumankind.�

st. mary’s
Always International and Global

byBrotherRobert Wood,S.M., Ph.D., UniversityArchivist

Our international professors and students –
a sort of miniature United Nations – coexist

peacefully in the pursuit of knowledge,
education, and spiritual development.

www.stmarytx.eduGold Blue&18
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instrumental in setting the direction of
his life. “She fostered the idea of who
we are as human beings and our
obligation to contribute to the greater
community.”

Still today, Marianist Brothers
Cletus Behlmann and James Jaeckle
influence Garro’s life as friends and
mentors. He also is well-connected
with the Tecaboca community, a
Marianist retreat in the Texas Hill
Country, and is chairman of its
advisory board.

The Marianists’ influence led Garro
to volunteer in Appalachia and
Southern Mexico, and he aspired to do
missionary work in India and
Bangladesh. Instead his journey took
him to other Marianist schools –
Vianney and Assumption high schools,
both in the St. Louis area – where he
coached and taught. From there, Garro
served as a high school principal of a
local school for “at-risk” students, then
as director for school improvement of
a large San Antonio school district.

“I’ve always thought I was called to
be an agent of hope in the lives of
youth,” he said. “They have the genuine
spirit, the idealistic disposition and the
willingness to be optimistic, of which I
feel privileged to be a part.”

Now, as executive director of City
Year San Antonio, Garro is helping
young adults build a democratic society
through service learning. Partnering
with the community, the City Year
AmeriCorps members serve the city’s
most critical needs.

“City Year has huge potential. This
could be the signature nonprofit
organization that sends a message to
the entire community that young
people do have the enthusiasm and the
skills to build genuine community,” he
said. “I think City Year offers the
answers.”

—Anastasia Cisneros Lunsford (B.A. ’92)

Inspired by the influence of the
Marianists and his experiences at
St. Mary’s University, Paul Garro (B.A.
’84) is using his talents to develop
future generations of servant leaders.

Garro’s lifelong relationship with
the Society of Mary began when he
attended the Marianists’ Daniel Gross
High School in Omaha, Neb. There he
took the challenge to be a leader to
heart, becoming student council
president and student representative
for public affairs.

“(At Gross) I learned about
Christian life community and the value
of authentic relationships,” he said. To
Garro, being a servant leader meant
integrating the mission of the Church,
the mission of the school, and his own
mission of being a leader making a
difference in the lives of children.

“(Through) the Marianist influence
and the understanding of community,
we can discover our gifts and give
those blessings to others through
volunteerism and service,” he said.

Garro credits St. Mary’s political
science professors Charles L. Cotrell,
Ph.D., and Bill Crane, Ph.D., with
cultivating students to be leaders.

Garro also called English professor
Sister Ann Semel, S.S.N.D., Ph.D.,

Marianist Experience
Transforms Alumnus

Paul Garro
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Even under the best conditions, the
life of a college student can be tough.
For St. Mary’s student Sarah Proper, a
senior studying corporate finance, her
medical issues have added another level
of difficulty.

In 2001, at the age of 15, Sarah
experienced a series of strokes over
the course of four months leading to
open heart surgery to repair the
problem. While she hasn’t had another
stroke since then, Sarah deals with a
number of related medical issues such
as headaches, loss of sleep, nausea,
episodes of vision problems and
seizures. Her regular checkups include
medical tests and repeated surgery to
remove scar tissue.

With all of that, one might be
pessimistic. Instead, Sarah continues to
push forward with her life and her
studies at St. Mary’s. She considers

herself a normal college student, and
sees the good in what she has been
through. “I’ve never given up hope; I
feel that this experience gave me an
opportunity to become a stronger,
more independent person,” she said.

It is unusual for a person so young
to experience strokes, but Sarah’s
youth and athleticism actually helped
her recover. Even now, she makes a
point of doing cardiovascular workouts
to keep her heart healthy and plays a
variety of intramural sports, including
football, volleyball, soccer and softball.

Sarah is dedicated to using her own
experiences to educate people of all
ages about stroke prevention. It was
Tim Derk, the former Spurs mascot
who suffered a stroke in 2004, that
first encouraged Sarah to get involved
with the American Heart Association
and share her story. Since then, she’s
shared her experiences with stroke
victims and frequently gives speeches at
local American Heart Association
events about the importance of heart
health and stroke prevention.

An active and dedicated St. Mary’s
student, Sarah is involved in numerous
organizations, including the President’s
Ambassadors, Beta Gama Sigma,
Psychology Club, and Math Club. Once
she graduates, Sarah hopes to work in
insurance and one day make a career
of helping others through the American
Heart Association.

“There is a reason God gives us the
obstacles He does,” Sarah said. “I feel
that as long as I’ve helped one person,
then everything I’ve gone through has
not been in vain.”

—Valerie Sanchez, sophomore

Heart Sounds: Student Uses
Personal Challenge to Help
Others

Sarah Proper



summer 2007 Gold Blue& 21

C
L

A
S

S
N

O
T

A
B

L
E

Theodore F. Craver (B.B.A. ’56, J.D.
’57) devoted 45 years to fighting for
fair competition in the marketplace and
for a cleaner environment. He credits
his St. Mary’s education for providing
the foundation upon which he built a
rewarding and successful career. “The
principles and ethics propounded by
my professors gave me the mindset
and intuition to be able to sift the facts
from conjecture and the truth from
falsehood.”

With the onset of the Korean War,
Craver enlisted and was assigned to
Lackland Air Force Base. He started
taking night courses in business law at
St. Mary’s, but his education was cut
short when he was shipped off to
Okinawa. Upon his return he wrote a
letter to the law school dean, Ernest
Raba (B.A. ’34, J.D. ’37), seeking
readmission. Craver learned that the
law school’s standards had increased
and students now were required to
have an undergraduate degree. Based
upon his past performance, Raba
agreed to “grandfather” Craver’s
request and he completed his
undergraduate courses while attending
law school.

Craver’s years at St. Mary’s were
filled with a close camaraderie with his
fellow students and professors. His

class had 20 students, providing ample
opportunities for personal attention
from the faculty. He remembers taking
classes from such St. Mary’s luminaries
as Carlos Cadena and James
Castleberry (J.D. ’52), as well as Raba,
all of whom ignited a passion through
their own commitment to promoting
the law as a calling, not just a
profession. “All of the professors
stressed the importance of ethical
behavior in the law. Those lessons are
ones that I followed throughout my
practice,” Craver said.

Shortly after graduating, Craver
spent five years as an antitrust attorney
in the U.S. Department of Justice in
Washington, D.C., followed by five
years in a private law firm. He then
joined Litton Industries Inc. – now
Northrup Grumman Corp. – as
antitrust counsel. “I had the dream
experience of spending my law career
fighting against monopolies,
conspiracies, unfair competitive
practices, and environmental
pollution,” Craver said.

After reflecting upon his success
and experiences, Craver decided to
give back to the institution and people
who had made it all possible.

“Throughout my career, St. Mary’s
was always in my mind. The education
and support I received meant so much
to me and I wanted to give something
back to honor that experience.” In
addition to supporting the renovations
of the law school’s courtroom, Craver
established the Theodore F. Craver
Endowed Law Scholarship, to provide
assistance to law students who clearly
demonstrate exceptional leadership
qualities and a high propensity for
academic success.

“I established this scholarship in
appreciation for the opportunities
made possible by the education I
received at St. Mary’s and to help
others experience the same
opportunities.”

—Melissa Valek,
University Development

Law Grad Promotes
Excellence

Theodore F. Craver
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The 2007-2008 St. Mary’s Fund Campaign Begins
AAccaaddeemmiicc  EExxcceelllleennccee CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBuuiillddiinngg MMaarriiaanniisstt  TTrraaddiittiioonn

May 31, 2007, brought to an end another successful St. Mary's Fund campaign and we sincerely thank the thousands of

St. Mary’s alumni and friends who support the mission of the University through their generous gifts.

With the University strategic plan, Vision 2012, as our blueprint, on June 1, 2007, we enthusiastically launched the 2007-

2008 St. Mary’s Fund campaign. A St. Mary’s education is a unique experience and one that can only be continued with your

support. Donations to the St. Mary’s Fund enhance the student experience, provide an increased opportunity for personal

growth, and lead to professional success through powerful academic programs.

Educating the whole person through

transformational teaching and

scholarship produces exceptionally

well-prepared graduates whose

experience integrates the liberal arts

and professional studies.

Connecting with the tenets of

Catholic social teaching and

Marianist values inspires St. Mary’s

students to advance the common

good and to lead extraordinary

lives.

Giving St. Mary’s students a sound

foundation in faith and ethics

instills in them the desire to reach

their full potential as human beings

and to make a positive difference

in their world.

Support the St. Mary’s experience. Your gift today leads to the success of a student
tomorrow. To make your gift, call (210) 436-3303 or go online to our secure Web site at
www.stmarytx.edu.

Spotlight on Top Phonathon Team
St. Mary’s University would like to thank a very

special group of student callers. Not only do these

students hit the books, they hit the phones during the

semi-annual St. Mary’s Fund phonathon, seeking alumni

support for the University. Our top calling team met

the challenge head-on by consistently raising more funds

for the University than any other team. As a group, they

raised nearly $20,000 to further the mission of

St. Mary’s University. 

Top callers during the spring phonathon included (top
row, from left) Shanik Pipkin, Jennifer Ramirez, Tasha
Turnblom and Marissa Garcia; and (bottom row, from
left) Keva Burns, Erica Garcia and Lisa Ibekwe.

Senior Class Gift
The 2006–2007 Senior Class Gift Campaign

successfully garnered 20 percent participation from the

graduating classes of Fall 2006 and Spring 2007. 

Senior Class Gift Coordinator, Jessica Rodriguez, along

with fellow seniors on the committee, strived to carry on

the senior tradition of continuing the legacy of success.

This year’s Senior Class Gift Campaign raised more than

$1,700 to help fund student scholarships through the

St. Mary’s Fund.

Making up the Senior Gift Campaign Committee are (from
left) development staff member Gerald Gonzales, students
Iliana Santillan, James Chavez, Claudia Molinar, Melinda
Perez and campaign coordinator Jessica Rodriguez, and
Benjamin Hart, director of St. Mary’s Annual Fund.



Separated by Miles, United in Spirit

On April 19, 2007, students at St. Mary’s University gathered in a
display of unity to remember the victims of the tragedy at Virginia
Tech. The candlelight prayer vigil was part of Virginia Tech Solidarity
Week at St. Mary’s.
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