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Special Interests Unfair To Students ay H.o•v1o sMnH 
Elections are now behind us, 7nd.we the "U8St viewpoint 

member:; of the: Student Bar �A�s�s�o�c�:�t�.�a�t�~�o�n� have �~� 
E 

t 
elected representatives to the various organs 
of the student government - - or have we? 
Each class selects five senators. The S. B.A. 
as a whole elects a vice-president, as presi­
ding officer of the Senate, and a president 
as a voting member of the Faculty Council. 

This arrangement superficially meets all 
the traditional requirements of equal repre­
sentation: one man, one vote for each member 
of the body politic , The appearance, however, 
is illusory. The Senate ha3 four additional 
members, representing some law school organ­
izations, but not all. 

One of the major improprieties of the 
present system is bestowing a senate seat 
on special interest organizations. This 
action gives certain students who are mem­
bers of tnese organizations a greater voice 
in �~�h�e� student government �~�h�a�n� a student 
who is not a member of any of these organi­
�z�a�t�~�o�u�s �.� !<'or example, a second year law 
student who is a member of a fraternity 
anC. the crim:..nal law association, is 
represented by his five class senators 
plus a senator from his fraternity and a 
senator from the �c�r�i�m�i�n�a�~� law association. 
On �"�~ �h�e� other ha.nd, a first semester fresh­
man law student, who first of alJ is not 
eligible for a law �f�r�a�t�e�r�n�i�i�.�~� and who may 
have no interest in the criminal law assoc­
iati m, is only represented by his five class 
senatcn·s. A better system wouJd be tore­
move the spec:al interest senators and 
allow each class an sdditional senator. By 
usJ ng this method the bcrly of the Senate 
would still be large enough for the source 
of di ve1·se and varied opinions on the func­
tion and wcrkings of the senate. It would 
Also allow a fairer·, more equitable voice 
to all students, creating a greater equality 
between the classes. 

In the past, vacancies have been filled by 
the Senate choosing another member of the 
class. A more preferable method would hP. 
to hold a special election to fill all 
vacancies, allowing the class to chose its 
own representative. 

Further, the President and Vice- President 
of the S.B.A. are elected by t he entire 
student body, including May and August grad­
uates who will not be attending St. l-iary' s 
during the term these officers are elected 
to serve. These graduating students will 
not feel the effect of their actions and 
should not be allowed to vote. 

It is not my purpose or desire to con-

demn the individuals who have and do fill 
these positions for most have' done so with 
a desire and ability to add to the quality c 
and productivity of the Student Bar. My 
sole contention is that the Senate lacks I 1 
equal representation of its constituents. r 

Four years ago St. Mary's Faculty Council t 
decided to allow the students a voting �r�e�~� 

resentative on the Council, thus becoming 
the first law school in the nation to do 
so. St. Mary' s is still one of the few 
law schools giving students such a pri­
vilege, The Council, upon making their 
decision, felt that the students should 
have two representatives with full voting 
power. It chose as the representatives 
the president of the Student Bar Associa­
tion and the editor of the law journal. 
The rationale for this was that between 
these two offices the entire spectrum of 
the law schcnl experience would be �r�c�~�l�'�e �-

sented. In the four years since the 
Faculty Council' s decision these t wo re­
presentatives have generally voted as a 
block supporting the proposals of the 
Senate. The editor of the law journal has e 

c 

the same voting right in the Council as s 
does the duly elected president of the t 
S. B.A. r 

The Senate is the most important arm of d 
student government at this law school. It 'I 

originates all student proposals that are 
submitted to the Faculty COlll'lcil , serving 

See SMITH, p . 11. Ir 
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EDITORIAL, continued from p. 2. 
wmense power of government is subject to 
~use which is occasionally the secret of 
a chosen few. There is no question that 
the American people are suspicious and 
vant answers. A majority (64%) of those 

1 surveyed by Gallup believe that at least 
one murderer is still at- large . 

The unanswered questions that will haunt 
this nation indefinitely should be addressed 
now by those in a position to ferret the 
truth , in open hearings before the public. 

I ************ 
WITAN concludes its first academic year 

with this issue. .l.b.St Jeptember we promised 
to introduce to law students a newsletter 
they could be proud of -- one that would 
~scuss administration policies openly and 

I 
fairly , and present items of general and 
special interest to law students. 

Frankly , we are proud of the progress we 
have made and have been encouraged by the 
reaction we have had from students, favor­
able and critical . As we pointed out last 
~ptember, we can only survive if students 
are interested in preserving the singular 
forum available to openly exchange many 
of tbe issues confronting them. 

we look forward to commencing the up­
coming year wlth suffi c£enL resources to 
enable us to improve the quality of each 
successive issue, as we have tried to do 
~his past year. But our resources cannot 
replace the imperative involvement of stu­
~nts . This May we will lose three indi­
viduals particularly responsible for our 
success: Terry Vogel , Ann Hardy and .~ike 
fu i ley. We wish to thank them for their 

, many hours of work which enabled us to sur­
_. vi ve long enough to get our proverbial 

feet on the ground. 
We also note that we succeed a publica­

tion called "The Legal Beagle" , which we 
have poked fun at on occasion . In all 
seriousness, it was the energy and dedica-

kJ~ion of Terry Vogel that revived the desire 
~o provide this law school with an alterna­

of tive publication. "Legal Beagle" was a 
Y start , and we must glance back to Volume I 
li vith a certain fon~ess , not so much for 

the quality of "The Beagle", but for the 

!
character and energies of Terry Vogel, whom 
ve shall miss . 

.L SHTH, continued · from p . 10. 
=~~ as a soundi ng board between the students 
• and the faculty of the law school. The 
01 Senate is our voice , and each and every 

one of us should be allowed equal represen­
tation. Each per son has a right to par­
tigi~te §.nO. t o reap the benefits of 
ll\Ul@fil IOV@rnm~nt, 

Summer Faculty 
Features Visitors 

A young San Antonio tax attorney will 
teach one section of Federal Income Tax 
during the first summer session at St. 
Mary's Law School . Charles B. Gorham , 28 , 
of Matthews , Nowlin, Macfarlane & Barrett , 
is looking forward to "the challenge of 
making comprehensible an area of the law 
that is somewhat incomprehensible ." Gorham , 
a 1971 graduate of the University of Texas 
Law School , is a former law clerk for 
Federal District Court Judge Joe J . Fisher 
(E .D. Tex.). In 1972 he worked in t he In­
ternational Tax Department of Texaco be­
fore joining the San Antonio firm i n July 
1973, In September 1973 Gorham entered 
New York University Law School and received 
him LL. M. in Taxation in June 1974. Gorham 
has promised that students "will get their 
money's worth" in the upcoming course . 

Professor Kenneth H. York from the 
University of California School of Law 
at Los Angeles, is schedules to teach Insur­
ance Law during the second summer session . 
York is a graduate of the University of 
Colorado Law School, where he received an 
LL.B. in 1941. He served as a Colonel in 
the United States Marine Corps from 1939-
40 and again from 1941- 46 , From 1946- 49 
York was an assistant professor at Willa­
mette Law School. In 1949 he taught at 
the University of Southern California pr ior 
to joining the faculty of UCLA in 1950. 
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CONTROL'' ATTRACTS FIFTEE 

By MARK A. HELFERS 
Staff Writer 

Dean Edwin Schmidt held his "Rumor 
Control" meeting on 'fuesday, t-1a.rch 25 
before an audience of approximately fif­
teen law students. A small turn- out, 
considering the number of complaints re­
cently voiced over the exam schedule , the 
honor system , and the grading system. 

The first topic of discussion was 
the Honor Code. One student noted that 
many students did not know the meaning of 
an Honor Code and suggested that there be 
administrative action to remedy this situ­
ation. Schmidt stated that incoming 
students should be appraised of the honor 
system as a part of their orientation and 
be given a copy of the code , in addition 
to signing an agreement to abide by its 
provisions. 

S.B. A. Senator Ray Tollett asked whether 
the summer school schedule would be final­
ized before the fall pre- registration . 
Schmidt repl ied that he hoped so but that 
there was not much he could do about the 
problem because it was a matte~ of getting 
the Dean and the faculty to agree. It ap­
pears ruther odd that the law schOol can 
plan fis~al matter~ as much as a year and 
a half in advance but tqe administration 
cannot agree on the summer schedule nine 
months in advance . 

Although Schmidt does not know when it 
will be , he as3ured the students that pre ­
registration wllJ be held for the fall 
semester. If there is not pre- registra­
tion before the end of this semester it 
will be conducted by mail sometime during 
the summer months. It is hoped that pre­
registration forms will be mailed to out-

Roy Berrera, former 
Secretary of State , 
beams after being 
presented with the 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award during Law Day 
ceremonies , 'Ap'ril 10, 

L_ 

of- state students so that they may also 
participate . 

According to Schmidt, the exam schedule 
for this semester will not be changed 
because nothing can reasonably be done at 
this late stage. Although he believes 
ten days iH long enough for exams , there 
will be an "attelllpt" to corrf~ct this situ­
atlon next year . 

Instead of holding separate gratluation 
for the law school , which Scmnidt believes 
is not. financially feasible, classes may 
begin earli~r next year by a few days. 
The university opens a week before classes 
begin, so this wotlld not affect the dorm 
students, although it may shorten fresh­
man orientation . The extra days picked 
up early in the semester would provide for 
a minimum of a dead weekend before finals. 

When it was suggested that students not 
graduating be permitted to take exams be­
yond the graduation date responsible for 
the ten day exam period this semester , 
Schmidt stated that he did not deem this 
reasonable because profs would have to 
give two exams , which would lead to student 
dissatisfaction. 

Dean Schmidt also expressed his displeas­
ure with an article that appeared in the 
March issue of HITAN regarding the exam 
schedule. Asked what it was he disagreed 
with, he stated that he had given a " fact 
sheet" to the S. B. A. 

In commenting on the the purported fear 
which exists among the students regarding 
criticism of the administration at the 
law school, Schmidt felt that this was due 
to the "rumor mill" present in any law 
school. He proposed a suggestion box which 
would permit the subjects of any rumors to 
respond accordingly, 

When asked to comment on the recent fac ­
ulty committee recommendation on the grade 
system change , he stated that he did not 
understand it and he was therefore unable 
to comment on it . 

Other subjects discussed were the summer 
faculty and the advantages of a faculty 
exchange during summer months . 

On the whole Dean Schmidt's "Rumor Control 
was an excellent idea and i t i s hoped that 
more of these meetings will be had in the I 
fUture . Students should take advantage of 
the opportunity to hear and challenge polic!l 
from an administration source . 
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gether does appear to evidence an increas­
ing concern for student interests. If this 
trend continues to a point where students 
feel that the school exists for their bene-
fit and not vice versa, it will then un­
questionably be their duty to accept in­
creased responsibilities. 

Gerry Kauffeld 

TO THE ED! TOR : 
Now that our freshman year is almost over, 

I feel that it is time someone took a good 
look at the curious course "Legal Research 
and Writing" . 

I First, I have never experienced such a 
disorganized excuse for a course . Each 
"moderator" concocted his own assignments, 
for the most part. Why was it that some 
sections had two or three memos to write 
as their first assignment, while the rest 
had only one? Why was at least one section 
given dubious "spot quizzes" (a holdover 
from 8th grade) quite frequently? 

In addition, why are we graded at all in 
"hat class? Legal Research and Writing is 
a skills class, not a substantive law course. 
The course should be based on a pass- fail 
system, not the archaic anachronism of "doling­
out" grades. The function of any educational 
institution is to innovate, not imitate. 

Indeed, how are the grades devised? They 
certainly are based on an "after the fact" 
system: we "learn" the mistakes we've made 
after receiving a 65 or 70. We "learn", in 
other words, by trial and error, seldom, if 

l
ever, being able to perfect our mistakes in 
the next assignment, for it was on an entirely 
different subject. Trial by fire is one thing, 
but the "moderators" are literally playing 

with our averages when they juggle grades 
as they do. Some "moderators" base their 
grades on form , others on citation , still 
others on substantive law, and at least 
one on grammatical and spelling inaccuracies. 

Why is there such a disparity in grades 
between sections also? From my own exper­
ience I know that if persons have near iden­
tical papers with near perfect form and ci­
tation, if they are in different sections , 
their papers will differ almost 20 points 
in grades. It is quite obvious that our 
grades are "assigned" to us at the whim of 
the "moderators" , in their " infinite wis­
dom" . 

Finally , consider our last assignment , 
either a casenote or a comment . Some of 
us didn't have the option to decide which 
one to do. Seriously, too, how often in 
actual practice will we be asked to write 
a casenote or comment as compared with the 
frequency with which we will be asked to 
write memos and briefs? The 90% of us who 
won't write for the law journal don't really 
give a damn about footnote form. For us, 
this exercise was pure busywork and harrass­
ment. 

Legal Research and Writing is a neces­
sary and important part of our legal educa­
tion. The program in operation at Saint 
Mary's, however, is an embarrassment and 
a joke. A drastic overhaul of this entire 
course, as well as the even more dubious 
"Legal Bibliography", is long overdue. 

Kurt.. Ahlberg 

See LETTERS , p . 14 , 
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LETTERS , continued from p. 13. 

TO THE EDITOR: 
The members of the editorial board of 

the law journal extent an invitation to 
all members of the law school to visit with 
us over coffee . The doors of your journal 
will always be open to concerned indivi­
duals (often well past the time the library 
closes). We welcome any and all suggestions 
and if you have any specific problems in the 
area of research and writing with which we 
can help, please feel free to call on us. 

A simple description Oi your board --
a group of fellow students who have vol ­
unteered to dedicate their total time and 
efforts to produce your Law Journal; one 
which will be worthy of the esteem of' 
every member of this school . We have that 
goal uppermost in our minds , and request 
the cooperation and moral support of our 
fellow students . In addition to that sup­
port we need the help of our distinguished 
faculty to insure that St . Mary ' s Law Jour­
nal is a scholarly publication . We have 
been guaranteed that support and will work 
closely with the new faculty committee . 

The most important "yardstick" by which 
St. Mary ' s is judged by the legal profession 
outside is comprized of our graduates , our 
faculty, and our Law Journal . Our graduates 
and faculty have already achieved recogni­
tion which brings honor to St . Mary 's. The 
Journal , likewise has consistantly contri­
buted to our school ' s fine reputation. We, 
the board and. staff of your La.~Y Jow:nal , 
will endeavor to produce a quality publi­
cation worthy of the respect of the legal 
profession. 

J . Brian Sokolick 

1100 ~J.~AIN 
NEAR 5AC. 

w.l.a. ~ first luncheon 
An enjoyable and intellectually invigor­

ating time was had by ~11 who attended the 
\·Jomens 1 Law Associa tiou Luncheon on April 17 • 
San Antonio attorney Jody Hall , of Hardbe 
Bran ton , and Herrera , spoke on several topics 
to an audience of twenty- five , including a 
f~cu l ty member. 

Although her initial experiences with 
spective employers sometimes included blaten 
.;ex discrimination (" we don ' t know if you ' ll 
get along with the secretaries") ~1s . Hall 
advises persistence in job hunting as one ' s 
best bet . 

Also discussed was the recent election of n 
three women judges ; the upcoming debate on 
the equal rights amendment (which the ABA 5 
has endorsed), and the fact that most firms 
are not affected by equal employment guide­
lines . 

On the agenda as upcoming WLA speakers are 
Judge Caroline Spears , and Assistant A-~tor­
ney General of Comsumer Affairs , Virginia 
Von Steinberg . 
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