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The Center for Terrorism Law 
welcomes back returning 
Research Fellows as well as a 
number of new faces. 
Returning Fellows include: 
Katherine Harmon-Senior 
Research Fellow, William Fix-
Senior Research Fellow, 
Lindsey Harris, and Kj Harris. 
The five newest additions to 
the Center for Terrorism Law 
are incoming Research 
Fellows: Susannah Cooper, 
Anthony King, William A. 
Knight, Aida Montanaro, and Jenna Reblin.  

The Research Fellows are already hard at work on a variety of legal projects. Research Fellows are 
currently assisting with research projects, organizing and helping run symposia, writing articles, 
grant writing, updating book chapters, and keeping the activities of the Center up to date through 
the Quarterly Terrorism Law Report throughout the summer and into the upcoming fall semester. 
Those 2nd and 3rd year law students interested in becoming a Research Fellow should check the 
Law School newsletter, The Witan, early in the fall. Any additional information can be directed to: 
terrorismlaw@stmarytx.edu.   

*****Pictured left to right: Incoming Research Fellow William A. Knight, Jenna Reblin, Anthony 
King and Susannah Cooper. Not pictured: Aida Montanaro.  

TRAP Article & FBI Workshop 

 

 

July 26: Texas Regional 
Infrastructure Security Conference. 
Topic: Cold War to Cyber War: 
Protecting Critical Infrastructure. 
Presentation by Director Addicott 
on cyber security legal issues. 
Location: Airport Hilton, Austin, TX. 

August 4: Texas Federation of 
Republican Women. Presentation by 
Director Addicott on terrorism law. 
Location: Austin, TX. 

August 15: FBI Academy. 
Presentation by Director Addicott 
on legal and policy issues in law 
enforcement, Quantico, VA. 

August 17: Business Executive for 
National Security Luncheon. 
Presentation by Director Addicott 
on terrorism legal issues. Location: 
Austin, TX. 

September 10: Tea Party Event. 
Director Addicott will speak on the 
tenth anniversary of 9/11. Kerrville, 
TX. 

September 8: 10th Anniversary of 
9/11 conference at St. Mary’s 
University. The Tenth Anniversary of 
9/11: Bush to Obama — Legal and 
Policy Issues in the War on Terror. 

September 14-15: 2nd Annual 
Conference on Terrorism & Global 
Security 2011. Location: Washington 
D.C. 

September 30: . Presentation by 
Director Addicott on terrorism legal 
issues for ASSIST Convention 
2011.  Location: Brownsville, TX. 

 

 

 

Events (Cont.) 

Throughout the summer quarter, the Center for Terrorism Law will continue their participation in TRAP, 
Terrorism Research and Analysis Project, as the group works towards the development of practical research 
tools in an effort to gain a better understanding as to the causes and effects of terrorist activity and possible 
government response tactics to mitigate the terrorists’ actions. Under the supervision of FBI Agent Andrew 
Bringuel and the sponsorship of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Behavioral Science Unit (BSU) at the 
FBI Academy, Quantico, VA, TRAP is a leading research consortium made up of international/domestic aca-
demics and law enforcement officers.  

As part of the Center’s continued commitment to the TRAP program the Center for Terrorism Law will take 
part in an FBI sponsored workshop in Baltimore, Maryland, from June 28-30. The workshop will focus on aspects of the process of 
criminal radicalization, and how to combat the process in a variety of ways including counter-radicalization, disengagement, and de-
radicalization strategies. Research Fellow Susannah Cooper is representing the Center at the conference and will focus on the growing 
concern of criminal radicalization. Specifically, she will be concentrate on the legal issues associated with how radicaliza-
tion can be prevented within the prison system without compromising prisoners’ 4th Amendment rights.  

In addition to the conference, Susannah will be contributing to TRAP’s third book. This will be the Center’s most re-
cent contribution to a TRAP publication. Research Fellows Lindsey Harris and Nathan Begley previously contributed 
to a chapter on Airport Security for the second FBI TRAP book. The Center also wrote a chapter for the first TRAP 
book on propaganda issues. 

Susannah Cooper 

New Research Fellows Join the Center for 
Terrorism Law 

Center for Terrorism Law Receives J. Edgar Hoover  
Memorial Scholarship Award for  
Educational Excellence 
 
On July 28, 2011, the Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI will present the J. Edgar Hoover 
Memorial Scholarship Award to the Center for Terrorism Law for the second year in a row. The cere-
mony will be held in San Antonio, Texas, at the Center for Terrorism Law. Professor Jeffrey Addicott 
will accept the award on behalf of the Center for Terrorism Law and provided remarks about the 
Center goals and mission. The award is given annually and recognizes "pursuit of excellence in edu-
cational standards." 



 4 

New Research Fellows 

Article on my doing 2,000th 

media event with descriptions 

of some of the highlights and 

maybe   

stats on how many cable TV, 

foreign media, newspaper 

articles, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project, 561 US 
____ (2010) is the most recent Supreme Court 
decision dealing with the continuing debate 
related to increased security vs. civil liberties 
in the War on Terror. Decided in June of this 
year, Holder entertained a variety of 
constitutional objections to key provisions of 
the Material Support Act (making it illegal to 
knowingly provide support to a State 
Department named terrorist organization).  
By a 6-3 vote the Court rejected the idea that 
the Material Support Act was 
unconstitutionally vague and that it required 
a specific intent as opposed to just knowledge 
of the identity of the terror organization.  The 
Court also rejected the plaintiff’s First 
Amendment argument and freedom of 
association argument.   

Although most of the lower federal court 
decisions prior to Holder were consistent with 
the 2010 holding, a few of the lower federal 
opinions had differed.  With Holder, it is now 
clear that the Material Support Act, which is 
actually found in two federal statutes – 
Providing Material Support to Terrorists (18 
USCA 2339A) and Providing Material Support 
or Resources to Designated Foreign Terrorist 
Organizations (18 USCA 2339B) – will 
continue as a primary legal tool to combat 
those individuals who knowingly support 
terrorism.  Indeed, first passed under the 
Clinton Administration, this law is key to 
stopping the flow of support to terrorist 
organizations and draining the swamps where 
they breed. 

The Center for Terrorism Law is now looking for second year law stu-

dents to be research fellows 

Addicott’s 2000th Media 

Event 

News: The Stuxnet Cyber Worm Invades Iran’s Industrial Complex 

Cyber Security Legal Conference Planned for February 2010 

 

by Lindsey Harris                                                                                                                                   

In the summer and fall of 2010, a cyber attack apparently took place by person(s) unknown 

against part of Iran’s industrial complex. The so-called Stuxnet virus was tailored to infect the 

Seimens SCADA systems which are most widely used in critical infrastructure systems. Some 

30,000 computers were reportedly infected in Iran since July, including systems in Iran’s Bushehr 

Nuclear Facility. No serious damage has occurred according to the Mahmoud Liayi, head of the 

regime’s information technology council at the ministry of industries.  "When Stuxnet is 

activated, the industrial automation systems start transmitting data about production lines to a 

main designated destination by the virus. There, the data is processed by the worm's architects 

and then engineer plots to attack the country," Liayi said. Various “experts” were cited in Iran 

Daily suggesting that Israel and the United States were responsible for the malware and  of the 

“West’s electronic warfare against Iran.”   www.afp.com/afpcom/en?pid=copyright 

A cyber attack can mean many things in our modern world.  It can describe anything from an 

electronic breach of a financial institution to a full-fledged cyber attack on one or more of our 

nation’s critical infrastructures. The greatest concern, of course, rests with protecting the critical 

infrastructures which include defense systems, water supply systems, transportation networks, 

banking systems, communication systems, etc.   

Not only should the general public be aware of the potential threat that a cyber attack would 

bring, but the associated legal issues also demand direct attention.  The Center for Terrorism Law 

recognizes the importance of keeping up with current developments regarding cyber security and 

the need to take proactive measures.  As such, a Cyber Security Legal Conference is being 

planned for February 2011 at St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, Texas.  As the agenda comes 

together, the announcement of the conference will soon be made on our website, 

www.stmarytx.edu/ctl. 

Post-Bin Laden Media Blitz: 

New Challenges  

There is no doubt that the death of Osama bin 
Laden marked a significant event for the United 
States and our national security use of deterrence. 
No sooner had Phillie fans began their chant of “U
-S-A, U-S-A“ at Citizens Bank Park, than the 
Center for Terrorism Law moved into action. 
Within the first 24 hours, dozens of media outlets 
from across the world - in TV, print, radio, and 
cyber - contacted the Center for Terrorism Law for 
perspectives on legal and policy issues. As the 
spokesman for the Center, Professor Jeffery 
Addicott embarked on a media blitz addressing 
the many questions associated with the killing of 
bin Laden. Within three days, Professor Addicott 
conducted over 40 interviews from China to 
Colombia and across the United States. 

Apart from discussing the legal issues, the broader 
question that was most frequently asked was: 
“What is next?” Apart from the tactical victory, 
Addicott provided opinion on how America could 
turn the killing into a larger strategic victory in 
Afghanistan. Addicott stated in one interview: 
“The War on Terror, which is really the war 
against al-Qa’eda, is not just about putting steel 
on target, it is a propaganda war. Accordingly, the 
killing of OBL is a significant propaganda victory 
for the United States of America. After a ten year 
hunt, the United States has cut the head off the 
serpent. There is no question that this is a 
devastating blow to the al-Qa’eda network and to 
the general jihadist movement - people who are 
not members of al-Qa’eda, but adopt the 
philosophy of radical jihad.” Professor Addicott 
went on to suggest that the United States should 
seize a golden opportunity that now presents 
itself. “This is a golden opportunity strategically 
for the president to find a credible way to declare 
victory in the ten year conflict in Afghanistan and 
to withdraw the mass of our troops on the high 
note of victory. Given the death of OBL, the world 
will accept this narrative. Thus, President Obama 
should immediately announce to the nation that 

American forces are leaving Afghanistan as soon 
as possible - with the death of OBL the mission 
to destroy the al-Qa’eda network is now largely 
accomplished. If America does not seize the 
moment we will end up on the wrong side of 
history and the quagmire in Afghanistan (since 
taking office Obama has increased U.S. troop 
strength to 100,000) will continue until the day 
that our military finally departs. When that day 
comes, the narrative will not be that we were 
victorious. Radical Islam will proclaim that they 
drove the Soviets out and now they have driven 
the Americans out as well! Unfortunately, as the 
weeks go by, the window of opportunity for the 
Obama Administration to seize this strategic 
opportunity for victory is rapidly shrinking. The 
number one concern is that America must not be 
defeated. In war, there is no substitute for 
military victory. Victory is before us, we need 
only take it. And if we have to return with 
military force to face a new threat, so be it.”  

Throughout the media blitz Professor Addicott 
stressed that even with the top seat now vacant, 
al-Qa’eda and the radical Islamic extremists are 
not beaten, only badly splintered. Even with this 
significant tactical victory the United States must 
continue its assault on al-Qa’eda and like-
minded radical jihadists. For more information 
on various interviews please visit our website 
www.stmarytx.edu/ctl.  

The Center for Terrorism Law is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit institution [Section 501(c)(3)] 
dedicated to the study of legal issues related to 
terrorism. The Center operates on grants and 
donations and is supported in part by a 
subcontract with the University of Texas at San 
Antonio.  Any contributions should be by check 
or money order and made payable to "Center for 
Terrorism Law, St. Mary's University."  

The Center For Terrorism Law 

St. Mary's University 

School of Law 

One Camino Santa Maria 

San Antonio, Texas 78228  

Email: terrorismlaw@stmarytx.edu 

Phone: (210) 431-2219  

 

http://www.stmarytx.edu/ctl/ 

By: Anthony King 

U.S. Congressional 

Concerns: Detention 

Issues 
 

On March 9, 2011, Professor Addicott 

met with professional staff members of a 

number of Congressional committees 

including: the Oversight and 

Investigations Subcommittee, House 

Armed Services Committee, U.S. House 

of Representatives, in Washington, D.C.  

As part of the meeting’s agenda, 

Professor Addicott discussed detention 

issues related to unlawful enemy 

combatants and provided insight on a 

recently conducted study on the same 

topic. 

http://www.afp.com/afpcom/en?pid=copyright

