






TERRORISM LAW REPORT 

HIZBALLAH I continued (rom pg. 18 
the terror radar screen but prior to 9/11, 
Hizballah had the blood of more 
Americans on its hands than any other 
terror group in the world going all the 
way back to the bombings of embassies, 
kidnappings and assassinations of 
Americans in the early 1980's in Beirut 
and Kuwait to the Marine Corp 
barracks, TWA 840, the LaBelle disco in 
Berlin, Khobar towers and, in some intel 
circles, a hand in the bombing ofPanAm 
103. 

In the southern cone of South America, 
Hizballah was responsible for the 
carnage of both the Israeli Embassy 
bombing in 1992 and the Jewish 
Community Center bombing in 1994 in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Both were 
classic Hizballah operations; PETN/ 
RDX truck bombs against somewhat soft 
symbolic targets in retaliation for the 
Israeli assassination of Hizballah leaders 
in Lebanon. 

Just to the north of Buenos Aires, the 
notorious tri-border region of Brazil, 
Argentina and Paraguay is the western 
headquarters ofHizballah, a region that 
25,000 Lebanese Arabs call home. 
Located in a remote lawless area with 
uncontrolled borders and rampant 
corruption, it is designated a commercial 
"free port" zone. It is considered the 
smuggling capital of the world and 
estimates are that over $1 00 Million in 
counterfeit goods generated each year 
end up in the coffers of Hizballah. 

Beyond presence and fundraising, 
Hizballah maintains logistical support in 
Latin-America with access to explosives, 
arms, false documents, cloned cell 
phones and stolen vehicles; all critical 
elements in terrorist operations. It has 
also been determined that Hizballah 
maintains a robust intelligence collection 
process in Latin-America with direct ties 
to Iranian intelligence. 

Endemic to many parts of Latin­
America, Hizballah is known to exploit 
regions where there are weak and poor 
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police and intelligence services. The 
consistent variable always found in the 
final analysis, as was the case in the 
Buenos Aires bombings, is that of 
Iranian "diplomatic" presence. The 
Islamic theocracy of Iran is deemed a 
state sponsor of terror since 1984 
because Iranian intelligence agents and 
Hizballah posing as diplomats have 
successfully conducted bombings, 
kidnappings, and assassinations around 
the world. General Amad Vahidi, former 
commander of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard operations wing, was a principle 
player and has been indicted in the 1994 
Jewish Community Center bombing in 
Buenos Aires. He is a fugitive from 
justice and wanted on an INTERPOL 
warrant by both Argentine and British 
authorities. Iranian President 
Ahmadinijad just named Vahidi last 
month the new Minister of Defense in 
Iran. 

Beyond Latin-America's southern cone, 
the growing presence of Iran and 
Hizballah operations throughout Latin­
America and reaching literally right into 
our own "backyard" is of increasing 
concern. The growing "love fest" 
between Iran's President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinijad and Venezuela's President/ 
Dictator Hugo Chavez has been 
memorialized in various press photos 
throughout Latin-America. A 
relationship, based in part on a mutual 
disdain for the U.S., their actions have 
become more than just a "poke in the 
eye" for Uncle Sam. Ahmadinijad is 
exploiting the ever growing left-of-center 
governments in Latin-America and is 
wooing them with all kinds of promises. 
He has established growing Iranian 
diplomatic missions and embassies in 
Brazil, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile, 
Colombia, Uruguay and, most notably, 
with left wing leader and former U.S. 
nemesis, Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua. 
Shrewdly, the Iranians are exploiting 
their presence in Nicaragua, one of the 
poorest countries in Central America 
where electricity is rationed and the 

average person may live on $2 a day. 
Ahamdinijad has promised the 
Nicaraguans, schools, hospital, power 
plants, dams, new ports on the Caribbean 
side and over $1 Billion dollars in aid. 
Of course, none of these projects have 
materialized but the Iranians have built 
their largest Embassy in Latin-America 
in Managua with over 150 diplomats, 
most of whom were never registered 
with the Nicaraguan government 
according to a La Pres a media 
investigation in Managua. When 
interviewed recently by a journalist as to 
why Iran would establish such a broad­
based presence in Central America, I 
cynically replied that I didn't think it was 
because the Iranians had an interest in 
becoming banana farmers. 

Conclusion 
From a macro-perspective, 
counterterrorism experts will always say 
the threat of AQ and AQ-inspired groups 
remain the primary terror threat to our 
national security. Nonetheless, when we 
consider the exploitation of our vast and 
porous southern border global smuggling 
groups, the threat of the growing 
presence of Iran and Hizballah in Latin­
America, the resume and modus 
operandi of Hizballah terrorist 
operations around the globe coupled with 
the current saber-rattling over the Iranian 
nuclear issue increasing tensions in the 
Middle-East, Washington policy makers 
may want to reconsider and refocus our 
counterterrorism efforts from the 
"backwaters" of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to that of our own 
"backyard". 

James G. Conway, Jr. is President and 
Managing Director of Global Intelligence 
Strategies, Inc., a Houston-based firm that 
consults, advises and trains government 
agencies, academia and the media on 
terrorism and national security matters as 
well as private sector corporations on 
security issues, counter-terrorism measures 
and risk mitigation. Mr. Conway, a retired 
FBI, Special Agent, was a former manger of 
counterterrorism operations for the FBI in 
Latin-America. 
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WHAT WE ARE DOING ... 
The Center for Terrorism Law is conducting a symposium entitled Cyber Security: Legal and Policy Issues for 

ational Security, Law Enforcement and Private Industry. It will be held at St. Mary's School of Law from March 
18th thru 19th, 20 I 0. The purpose of the symposium is to provide information on a full range of issues, both legal and 
policy, related to cyber security, as well as actionable information regarding cyber security solutions and future trends. 
See www.stmar tx.edu/ctl for additional details. Seating is strictly limited to 200. 

Six Main Conference Themes: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

An overview of what is a cyber threat posed by nation-states and terrorist groups 
Analysis of cyber threats specific to American business that is part of"critical infrastructure" 
Current mechanisms for dealing with cyber attacks from law enforcement perspective 
Cyber sec.urity between the government and private sector 
Review of national security doctrine and tools to conduct cyber warfare 
Legal field's development of"cyber premises liability" for businesses that suffered attack 

The Center for Terrorism Law ... 

• is developing a Cyber Studies Department to better approach the complex study of legal issues associated 
with cyberspace. It will be housed in the Center for Terrorism Law. In addition, the Center is also 
developing a section of the website to help the public with research in the area of terrorism law with 
existing case law, statutes, and other pertinent information. 

• continues to coordinate with the American Embassy Kuwait regarding the development of a university 
level (for academic credit) course at the American University of Kuwait on legal and policy matters related 
to terrorism. The tentative date for the Kuwait based event is 2009. 

• continues to coordinate cyber training initiatives with the Center for Infrastructure Assurance and Security 
(CIAS) at the University ofTexas San Antonio as well as the Cyber Innovation and Research Consortium, 
San Antonio, Texas. 

• as a participating member of the FBI's Terrorism Research and Analysis Project (TRAP), is preparing an 
article for publication entitled: Radical Islam's Manipulation of the Media. 

• is coordinating with Texas A&M International University to help develop an agenda for a national 
conference on Narco-terrorism to be held in 20 I 0 in Laredo, Texas. 

• is preparing a law review article for the Southern New England School of Law regarding the need for 
international adoption of civil litigation to deter international terrorism. 

• is currently working on an article, Terrorist Manipulation of the Media, being written by Center research 
fellows Rob Gunn and Nathaniel Fulmer, in conjunction with Professor Addicott. 

Professor Addicott will have an article published in the Pace Law Review entitled Efficacy of the Obama Policies to 
Combat Al-Qa'eda, Taliban, and Associated Forces-The First Six Months in January 20 I 0. 

On October 18, 2009 at 7pm, Professor Addicott and former Mayor Henry Cisneros moderated a documentary entitled: 
The Third Jihad, at the Bijou Theater, 5422 Fredericksburg Road, San Antonio, Texas. The documentary concerns the 
goals and objectives of radical Islamic terrorism targeted at Western democracies. For more information, please email 
i arodfei sbc lobal.net. 

On October 8, 2009, Professor Addicott addressed the World Affairs Council of San Antonio. The topic covered the 
Obama Administration's Approach to the War on Terror. 
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